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" Foot-Service To The Hflls ’TvS 

In the name of the Empress of India, make way, 

O Lords of the Jungle, wherever you roam, 

The woods are astir at the close of the day — 

We exiles are waiting for letters from Home. 

Let the robber retreat — let the tiger turn tail — 

In the Name of the Empress, the Overland Mail! 

With a jingle of bells as the dusk gathers in. 

He turns to the footpath that heads up the hill — 

The bags on his back and a cloth round his chin, 

And, tucked in his waistbelt, the Post Office bill :— 
‘'Despatched on this date, as received by the rail, 

“Per runner, two bags of the Overland Mail.” 

Is the torrent in spate? He must ford it or swim. 

Has the rain wrecked the road? He must climb by the cliff. 
Does the tempest cry halt? What are tempests to him? 

The service admits not a “but” or an “if”. 

While the breath’s in his mouth, he must bear without fail, 

In the Name of the Empress, the Overland Mail. 

From aloe to rose-oak, from rose-oak to fir, 

From level to upland, from upland to crest, 

From rice-field to rock-ridge, from rock-ridge to spur, 

Fly the soft-sandalled feet, strains the brawny, brown chest 
From rail to ravine — to the peak from the vale — 

Up, up through the night goes the Overland Mail. 

There’s a speck on the hillside, a dot on the road — 

A jingle of bells on the footpath below — 

There’s a scuffle above in the monkey’s abode — 

The world is awake and the clouds are aglow. 

For the great Sun himself must attend to the hail 
“In the Name of the Empress, the Overland Mail!” 

(From the OVERLAND MAIL — by — Rudyard Kipling) 


<§L 



t 



I 




This Book is dedicated to 
The Serious Students 


of 

Indian Postal History. 
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INTRODUCTION 




Although I had specialised from 1930 in collecting the adhesive stamps 
of India, not at that time knowing that I would in 1935 transfer my 
residence to India, it was not until after the close of the Second World 
War that I became aware of the existence of the delightfully varied hand- 
struck postage stamps about which this book is written. On my return 
to England on leave after the war, I found that my father, the late H. L. 
Giles, O.B.E., had accumulated vast quantities of early letters, and these 
filled numerous cupboards, boxes and other furniture throughout the 
house. From this material, he had built up a unique collection of the 
handstruck postage stamps of Great Britain, and had one of the finest 
selections of “Bishopmarks” in existence. His enthusiasm, leading to the 
publication of several articles on handstruck marks that were little known, 
was infectious, and I too soon became intrigued with the covers connected 
with India, and there and then started a collection of my own, as an 
important part of my specialised collection of India. 


I found several covers bearing dates earlier than those previously 
recorded, and, to my delight, some hitherto unknown types also, but I 
did not feel that the publications so far produced were sufficient to arouse 
the interest of the many philatelists in India, and an urge to write a book 
on the subject could not be suppressed. To this end I visited the Imperial 
Library, the Victoria Memorial Museum and various other places in 
Calcutta, and gradually assembled much information as the result of my 
researches, sufficient to commence my task. The manuscript itself was 
completed by the end of 1951, and all that had to be done, before publi¬ 
cation, was to prepare a few more of the illustrations that were an essential 
part of the work. 

Alas, here fate played a strange trick ! The manuscript was resting 
on the top of my desk in my house, near which was a large stack of 
Christmas cards that had just been taken down from the mantlepiece for 
passing on to one of the schools for children to cut up. Our sweeper, 
however, had other ideas, having himself taken a liking to the cards, and 
came under close cross-examination one morning, when the loss of the 
manuscript and the cards from the top of the desk was discovered. Even 
though he may only have wanted the cards, he could hardly have justified 
the removal of only part of what lay on the desk, and his story was that 
he thought that the cards and my manuscript were waste paper, and he 
had, therefore, in clearing up, thrown both away in the dustbin ! Since 
he had seldom been known to pick up any piece of paper even lying on 
the floor, without having to have his attention drawn to it, we had some 
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difficulty in believing his tale, but the x'esults of weeks of painstaking 
research were lost and so was his job ! 

I still continued with keenness to collect, but the enthusiasm to 
produce my book had gone and I had not the heart to start compiling 
the work again. There it rested for some five years, when I received a 
request from Mr. D. E. Wadia, one of India’s most enthusiastic research 
students of today, to write an article for the Diamond Jubilee Souvenir 
number of the Journal of the Philatelic Society of India. To the lazy 
reply that I did not think I had the time to write the article, I received 
the very justified rebuke that if those who love stamps will not write 
about them, who will? This was a challenge that I could not resist, and 
I am immensely grateful to Mr. Wadia for being the cause of once more 
rousing my interest in producing my book. The article was written and 
the interest reborn in me to complete the intention that I had so far back 
as 1946. 




D.H.G. 


Mote. 


All illustrations in the catalogue ore approximate dimensions of the originals. 


cs ore also the examples shown on the earlier plates with the exception of figs 
4, B.8, P.1, S.7 and S.9 
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FOREWORD 


A study in the postal history of a country necessarily includes all 
materials relating to its postal services and requires a vast amount of re¬ 
search work over a long period of years. Such a study takes in periods 
prior to the introduction of adhesive stamps when letters carried through 
the postal agency were impressed with marks or postal frankings showing 
such details as place of origin, charges paid and routes followed. These 
postal markings antedate adhesive stamps by several hundred years, and 
posts in one form or other have been known from 3500 B.C. in Babylon, 
clay seals having been used as stamps on messages. Postal history in 
India goes back to 1200, but the introduction of handstruck postage 
stamps commenced with the postal revisions made by Warren Hastings 
in 1774. 

In the Philatelic Journal of India from 1916, and continued for some 
years, a series of articles by the late Jno Godinho was first published, 
but at that time, information available regarding the early hand-struck 
postage stamps was scarce and very limited. I have taken a great interest 
in studying this fascinating subject during the past 40 years, and when 
I went through the Author’s article with full page illustrations 101 
publication in the “Souvenir” volume of the Philatelic Society of India 
and also his exhibit in the Dijupex, it was my hope that he would write 
a monograph on this subject with illustrations for the benefit of Indian 
Philately through the Philatelic Society of India. 


With the deep study of many years behind him and immense research 
amongst the old records, official and otherwise, the present volume sees 
the light of day, and I am sure it will remain for ever a monumental 
contribution to the postal history of India. The value of the work is 
greatly enhanced by the inclusion of a complete catalogue fully illustrat¬ 
ing all the known handstruck stamps with their variations' and present 
day prices for Entires running into over 80 pages at the end of the volume. 
I congratulate the Author on his labour of love in compiling this work, 
and am confident that students of postal history will find it both absorbing 
and highly useful for reference. 


N. D. COOPER. 
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THE FASCINATION OF THE HANDSTRUCK 
POSTAGE STAMPS OF INDIA 




CHAPTER 1 


Considerable research work has been carried out over the years on 
the early lithographed stamps of India, and the adhesive stamps that 
followed. Famous collections worth vast sums have been made available 
for conscientious study, and authoritative detailed publications have, as a 
result, been issued. 


So exhaustive has the study been that except to the few more fortu¬ 
nate, the cost of collecting sufficient material to enable further research 
into something new, that has nipt already been written about, has now 
become almost prohibitive. However keen a student may be, these hard 
facts soon become apparent to him, and this is then followed by disappoint¬ 
ment and thereafter loss of enthusiasm. 

For those of inquisitive nature, desirous of contributing something to 
the field of Indian Philately, there is happily yet a vast area available for 
research, that will still enable unique works to be compiled that may well 
rival, in interest and importance, those masterpieces produced by those 
stalwarts of Indian Postal history, such as the Bacons, Martins, Smythies 
and Coopers. The field of Handstruck Postage Stamps of India is 
practically untouched, and even the renowned Postal History authorities, 
Messrs. Robson Lowe, Ltd., in recording in their Encyclopaedia the types 
so far known to them, say modestly that the arrangement of their listings 
may well have to be altered when further discoveries have been made. 
This the author is sure will be proved in time to be right, and it may not 
be in the too distant future either, if interest in these early covers conti¬ 
nues to increase as it has done recently. 


The cost of the majority of these early covers is surprisingly little, 
particularly considering the antiquity of some of the covers. It may be 
said, without fear of contradiction, that any collector gathering together 
a hundred or so of such covers will, with careful study, be able to discover 
some type hitherto unknown or, at least, some date earlier than that 
previously recorded for the use of that particular type—here then surely 
lies the greatest thrill to the genuine philatelist, the thrill of having found 
the “unknown”, and better still, of being in possession of it — or them. 
Here, then, must lie the challenge to those interested in research, and to 
every specialist of India’s postage stamps. 


Let it not be thought either that this subject merely consists of 
collecting a selection of early cancellation stamps, for are not these early 
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handstruck marks just as much postage stamps as those of the present 
day? Both have been used for the same purpose, and have been similarly 
authorised, and it is immaterial whether they are “handstruck”, “embos¬ 
sed”, “printed”, “typed” or “typographed”, or even struck with an auto¬ 
matic machine. They are all in the nature of postage stamps, duly 
sanctioned by Authority for the despatch of mails through the established 
postal agency, and must be regarded in this light. 

The only difference between the early “handstruck” postage stamps 
and those now adhesively applied is that, with the progress of time, 
improvement has been made in design, expediency and adaptability, but 
the fascination of the early types cannot be denied, and increases day by 
day. 

That they are just as much postage stamps has, however, not yet been 
fully grasped by a surprising number of otherwise philatelic authorities, 
who continue to refer inaccurately to “pre-stamps” or just “Handstruck 
stamps”. Their references to “pre-stamps” are presumably to distinguish 
them from those stamps that are printed on separate paper for attachment 
to the letter by means of gum. If so, then what they really mean is “pre¬ 
adhesive stamps”. Even this is not altogether satisfactory, but then nor 
is the term “handstruck stamps”, for there are many handstruck stamps 
that are not post marks at all, but relate to a trade or business, such as 
silver and gold marks, monograms, trademarks and date stamps. The 
correct designation, therefore, to put away any doubt at all times, is the 
longer but more suitable term “Handstruck Postage Stamps”, with which, 
it is felt, no one will quarrel. 

Before proceeding with a detailed study of these interesting markings, 
it is desirable to outline very briefly some of the history of the despatch 
of letters in India through both private and government arrangement, to 
appreciate the reasons for the various changes that have taken place from 
time to time in these arrangements. 



POSTAL HISTORY IN INDIA 
CHAPTER II 

The first recorded postal service in India is by the historian Ziauddin 
Earni, who described the horse and foot postal organisation as early as 
1296 of the Pathan ruler, Allauddin Khilji, through which the ruler 
received legular news of the conditions and progress of his army in the 
field. 

In 1341, Ibn Batuta comments, on his visit from Africa to India, on 
the highly organised form of postal service in operation under the auspices 
of the great ruler, Tughlak. This was run on two different lines, the first 
being called “El Wolak” which meant “speedy”, since it was a form of 
horse delivery, horses being stationed every four miles on the route. The 
alternative system, called “El Davah”, was a system of foot runners, by 
which letters were sent from one place to another in relays, the runners 
carrying the letters in a cleft stick, which was handed from one runner 
to the next in line to relieve him, his approach having been sounded by 
the shaking of a whip bearing small bells, with which each runner was 
provided. 

Elliott records that Secunder Lodi, who ruled from 1488 to 1518, 
established small posts at every place, and sent two “farmans” daily to 
his armies out on campaigns, and the Emperor Babar developed the horse 
courier system, particularly along the road from his capital at Agra up to 
Kabul. 

This early runner system was somewhat improved upon by the us- 
luper Emperor, Sher Shah, who not only maintained the horse despatches, 
but in his shoit leign of power of only five years, built a lasting monu¬ 
ment, as a reminder of initiative, in the form of a road from Bengal to 
Sind, for the use of his postal service. He built many other roads also, 
established horse despatches throughout the empire and, it is said, 
constructed over 1700 “sarais” along the roads, two horses always being 
kept in readiness at each sarai to ensure quick transfer of despatches. 

A further development in means of transport occurred during the 
reign of Akbar from 1556 to 1605, when camels were used for the first 
time, in addition to horses. Camels were most suitable for quick move¬ 
ment over vast areas of sandy desert that then existed, and because they 
could exist for a long time without needing fresh supplies of water, giving 
them a distinct advantage over the horse posts. 

In 1600 the Honourable East India Company was granted a Royal 
Charter by the English Government, which enabled it to trade in the East 


MIN ISTfy 



Indies, and formed the first connection between England and India. The 
Company bought its first landed possession in Madras in 1639, where it 
established a factory and traded with some considerable success, which led 
to establishments being opened in Bombay in 1660, and in Calcutta in 
1686. During this time the Company used the postal runners already in 
position and fostered under the Mogul rulers, and letters for some period 
were sent from one trading post of the Company to another by this 
means. 



As may be imagined, the lot of a runner was not altogether one of 
ease and safety — in fact, quite the opposite. He would be armed with 
a stick or a spear at the most, and would be entirely on his own when 
carrying out most of his task; an easy prey for waiting dacoits or wild 
animals which were ever present in large numbers throughout the jungle 
through which he would have to pass. Further, he would have little 
protection against the rigours of the climate, and the coming of the mon¬ 
soon would bring with it rivers in spate, the crossing of which would only 
add to the difficulties of the runner. That these difficulties continued for 
many years thereafter is plainly evidenced by the notices of loss of mail 
that appear all too often in later years in the press; these refer to the 
dak runners having been killed by tigers, dak boats at river crossings 
having been submerged in a sudden storm, mails being plundered, and 
Rudyard Kipling’s famous Departmental Ditties make special reference 
to the dangers of the “Overland Mail”, which being so illustrative of the 
circumstances surrounding the post at that time, has been reproduced at 
the front of this book. Yet in spite of all this, the post continued to be 
carried and the runners performed a task for which, at the time, they 
probably received little credit, though they deserved so much for the 
hardships they endured to deliver the mail. 


As trade increased, the Company found need for some more regular 
service and began to employ its own runners, which at least guaranteed 
that its own needs were looked after. At this time, it will be appreciated 
that not many persons could write, and, therefore, there was very little 
else beyond the official mail. The Company’s servants were, however, 
permitted to make use of its runner service to carry any private mail 
that they might wish to despatch. Since, however, private persons, 
unconnected with the Company, could not use this facility, and, in any 
case, these runners only moved between the specific factories of the Com¬ 
pany, private runners continued to be employed. These were called 
cossids in Bengal and adjoining northern areas, and patamars or harkaras 
elsewhere, and are reported to have travelled quickly through the country. 
At the time of Peter Mundy, 1628 to 1634, letters were carried from Patna 
to Agra in 11 to 15 days by bazar cossids, while patamars went from Goa 
to Masulipatam in 20 days. 
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The Raja Chick Deo of Mysore in 1672 organised a postal service 
throughout his dominion, with its headquarters at the Post Office in My¬ 
sore. This system not only catered for the delivery of letters, but was 
maintained as a spy system throughout the country, by which the Raja 
could learn of all that was taking place around him. This system was 
even more highly developed later by Hyder Ali and used extensively in 
his wars against the Company at that time. 


In tracing the development of the post under the Honourable East 
India Company, extensive reproduction of postal notices and regulations 
has been resorted to in either the text of this book or as Appendices. The 
author makes no appology for this, as in trying to trace the developments, 
step by step, and to understand the reasons for the various practices in 
use, it is considered most desirable that all relevant documentary evidence 
concerning the post office system should be recorded in one place. This 
appears never to have been done in the past, and has necessitated research 
students referring to numerous sources of information, none of which 
is in anyway comprehensive in itself, and it is hoped that the 
inclusion of this mass of material now collected together will not only 
assist in understanding the system developed by the Company, but will 
provide conveniently much food for further thought over and above what 
has already been deduced here. 


The next constructive step in furthering the postal service occurred 
in 1688, when the Company directed that a proper Post Office should be 
established in Bombay to receive and despatch all letters, and similar 
measures were taken in Madras. The Company’s instructions appear in 
their letter book on 27th August, 1688, as follows:— 

“We likewise require you to erect a Post-Office for all letters to 
be brought to and delivered at, setting such rate upon each single 
letter, and so proportionately upon double and treble letters, as may 
in a few years bring in insencibly a vast revenue to the Company, 
and a much greater conveniency to merchants and trade in general 
than ever they yet had or understood. For which purpose you must 
order fitting stages and passage boats to go off and return on certain 
days, and proper stages by land to Surat and other places to convey 
letters with great security and speed; and you must make it highly 
criminal to send letters to any place where you have established a 
Post-Office by any other conveyance than by the Office erected for 
this purpose.” 



Mr. Edward Harrison, the President and Governor at Fort St. George, 
initiated in 1712 an overland post to Bengal under which arrangements 
letters could reach Bengal in just over a month, and advised the Com¬ 
pany of the arrangements in a letter of the 14th October, 1712, as follows:— 
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“We have made it our business ever since your new President’s 
arrival to establish a useful correspondence with the Gentlemen in 
the Bay, in which we have succeeded so well as to convey our letters 
overland as far as Ganjam, which is good three fourths of the way to 
Ballasore, in sixteen Days and were in hopes that they in Bengal 
would have found means to meet us with the same expedition, which 
they have not yet effected. However, we now receive their Letters 
in upwards thirty Days which before were wont to be two and three 
months in their passage, and sometimes lost by the death of their 
Cossids that have not been able to perform the journey; so that the 
most material advices have often miscarryed to the great prejudice 
of your affairs. But we have now laid Tappy peons at convenient 
stages as far as Ganjam, half of which charge is born by private 
Merchants .” 



What rates of postage were fixed is not known, but in 1720 they were 
revised, covenanted servants being “Exempt from paying for Cossid or 
Pattamar Letters”. Cossids were merely running-messengers and Patta- 
mar was an alternative word for them. The revised rates for all letters 
by Company Peon, Cossids, etc., were:— 


Vizagapatam, to or from 
Bengal, to or from 
Anjengo 

Bombay to or from 
Surat 


4 fanams 
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The Company continued to expand its trading activities, and increas¬ 
ing numbers of establishments were set up throughout the country. These 
were not, however, operated without their difficulties, often being 
attacked by bands of dacoits, unfriendly rulers and also their subjects. 
This led to the larger maintenance of military forces distributed over 
wide areas, to defend the Company factories and to carry out punitive 
expeditions to bring about more peaceful trading conditions for the 
future. By 1766, Lord Clive felt that the postal services were quite 
inadequate to cope with the growing needs of the Company, and its 
increased military despatches consequent upon the numerous wars in 
which the Company was involved. To improve the Post, therefore, Clive 
started to organise a sound Government Service, his orders, as President 
of the Bay, being :— 


“For the better regulation of the Dauks. Ordered that in future 
all letters be despatched from Government House; the postmaster or 
his assistants attending every night to sort and see them off; that the 
letters to the different Inland Settlements be made up in separate 
bags sealed with the Company’s seal; and that no one may open the 
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packets except the chiefs at different places who are to open only 
their respective packets; and ordered that they be directed to observe 
the same rule with respect to the letters sent down to Calcutta.” 



To carry out these orders, the President laid down an imposing 
scheme, together with a set of rules to be observed by the Postmaster and 
his subordinates, full particulars of which appear in the records of the 
Public Consultations, and which are reproduced as Appendix A of this 
book. 


In 1774, to facilitate the transport of overland mail to Bengal, a 
Political Officer was specially appointed at Ganjam, a note being recorded 
in the Fort St. George consultations on this appointment, reading:— 


“The President observed to the Board that, as there are Tappies 
now laid on the road as far as Ganjam for the Carrying Advices to 
and from Bengal, it will be highly necessary to have some person to 
reside at that place, as there are frequent stoppages of the Cossids in 
those parts, occasioned by disputes between the Moors and Gentues; 
that by a proper Application to the respective Governments on such 
occasions, means may be found to obtain a passage for the Peons who 
are charged with Letters, so as to prevent their being detained on 

the Road.It is therefore agreed to nominate Mr. Andrews for 

that service, and that he proceed thither as soon as he can with Con¬ 
venience.” 


Clive’s posts carried only Government mail and private mail of 
Government servants, but the service must have been lacking on a number 
of points, because in 1774, only eight years later, it was once again reorga¬ 
nised by Warren Hastings, and then, in addition to the mail hitherto 
carried, private persons could despatch letters through the Company’s 
postal channels on payment of a fee. This service was, however, confined 
to the area under the control of the Company, and since there were still 
large areas outside that control, letters could only be sent to those terri¬ 
tories by using the older runner system still operating under private 
arrangements. Full details of the reorganisation of Warren Hastings are 
recorded in the Consultations of 17th January, 1744, which are also re¬ 
produced here as Appendix B, and the system was adopted on 31st March, 
1774. 

These reforms brought about the introduction of an overland route 
from Calcutta to Bombay by 1775, similar to the CalcuttajMadras service 
and, what is of such interest to philatelists, the use of the handstruck 
postage stamps which form the subject matter of this publication. 

There was at this time certain agitation among the Merchants for the 
Company to organise a regular postal service between Madras and 
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Bombay, and they sent a quaintly worded petition to the Madras Govern 
ment which is recorded in the Public Consultations on 16th January, 1775, 
as follows:— 

“We have then further to request of the Board that a fixt Dis¬ 
patch or Conveyance of Letters to and from the Presidency and that 
of Bombay may be established as soon as it may be done with Conve¬ 
nience : and We believe that it may be easily accomplished from the 
Experience We have of the frequency and certainty of private Patta- 
mars, tho’ they are attended with too great an Expence to 
Individuals, and too much confined to these to make them of general 
Benefit: and if at first a fixt Dispatch in every two Weeks should 

take place, it might afterwards become a weekly Tappy . To 

lighten any additional Expence to the Company which might arise 
from a fixt Dispatch, all letters might be charged with such moderate 
Postage as would not prove any discouragement to a frequency of 
Correspondence. And this Tappy should also be open for all persons 
whatsoever, without any Distinction, whether British Subjects, 
Natives or Strangers, as is now the established Custom in the Post 
or Tappie which has been settled several years, to go and return twice 
in a week between this Presidency and Bengal .” 

The postal administrations at this time could broadly be described as 
being three in number, consisting of the Presidencies of Bengal, Madras 
and the very much smaller area of Bombay than its present size. In order 
that each Presidency could carry out its own postal cost accounting, it 
was only possible to pre-pay postage on letters despatched for delivery in 
one and the same Presidency. If a letter were to be despatched from 
one Presidency to another, the postage could only be paid up to the 
border, and the fee for onward carriage through the other Presidency had 
to be collected from the addressee on delivery. The most common of 
covers seen with written evidence of this practice are those from Madras 
to Bengal or vice versa, where pbstage was paid up to Ganjam, and went 
bearing thereafter. This same peculiarity again arose about 1834 in a 
slightly different manner when a postal service was set up between India 
and England via the Suez, referred io later. 

In 1784 the postal rates in Bengal were altered by the issue of a 
Postal Notice from the Postmaster General, Calcutta, a copy of which is 
reproduced as Appendix C. These rates were supplemented in 1785 by 
those set out in Appendix D, which, whilst not changing the previous 
rates, refers to a number of extra post offices with corresponding rates 
not previously mentioned. A new road to Benares has been constructed 
and district dawks were then carried by it at the rates given in the second 
schedule set out in Appendix D. Although generally the basic rate of 2 
annas per 100 miles was being followed, there were certain departures 
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from this rule, for reasons unexplained, unless the estimated distances 
were incorrectly recorded in the post office. For example, Gan jam was 
over 350 miles from Calcutta, and yet the rate charged in 1784 was 5 annas 
only, though it was increased to 6 annas in 1798, but it did not change 
to the correct figure of 7 annas until 1808 according to the rates published 
by the Post Office. Yet in spite of these published rates, a letter from 
Vizagapatam to Calcutta in 1788 bears the manuscript postage rate from 
Ganjam to Calcutta as “7 annas”. This, therefore, shows that too much 
reliance should not always be placed on the “published rates” as the official 
at the post office concerned may well have had other ideas on the correct 
charge! 


In 1785 it occurred to Mr. J. P. Burlton, a junior civilian, that since 
most of the Madras postal services were run at the expense of the Madras 
Government, a scheme should be introduced to provide for payment of 
post fees by the correspondents themselves. He, therefore, drew up a plan 
for submission to the Government to provide a similar scheme to that 
that had been in force in Bengal for many years. 

The Government having called for a copy of the Bengal scheme, then 
advised the Company that it was considering establishing some similar 
scheme, and in 1786 a plan for Madras based on the Bengal plan of 1774, 
was drawn up by another civil servant by the name of Thomas Lewin. 
This plan is recorded in the Public Consultations on the 10th March, 1786, 
and has been reproduced as Appendix ‘E’ at the end of this book. A 
curious error, either in drafting or in the printing process, has crept in 
the 4th section where reference is made to the establishment of a 
“Mootchy”. Now, a mootchy is a shoe-repairer, and undoubtedly the 
reference should have been made to a “Munshi”, who is a writer or inter¬ 
preter, and this is confirmed by the wording in the Bengal scheme of 1774 
where, under section 5, the very word “Munshi” appears. 


The scheme almost in its entirety was adopted that year, but the 
rates of delivery in Madras were increased to :— 

Single letters not exceeding 2J tolas weight 1 fanam 
Double „ „ „ 3& „ „ 1£ fanams 

Treble ,, ,, „ „ „ 2 ,, 


By this scheme, the postal area was divided into three divisions as 
follows:— 


1st Division from Madras North to Ganjam; 

2nd „ from Madras Southward to Anjengo; 

3rd „ from Madras West to Vellore. 

At the same time the Government decided to arrange a weekly post 
to Bombay whereby Peons would be sent simultaneously from Madras to 
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own Post Offices. The normal route would have been to Anjengo and 
thence by sea, but in the Monsoon period in particular, this was a hazar¬ 
dous journey. The overland route was therefore via Ongle and Poona, 
as the route by Cuddapah at that time was also too dangerous, since it 
passed through the country ruled by Tippoo Sultan. 


For long, mails had been carried from Calcutta to Madras via Ganjam, 
and incidentally through Masulipatam, and in 1788 pressure was applied 
by the merchants in Madras to establish communication with Bombay, 
using Masulipatam as the focal point. This was therefore arranged on 
a fortnightly basis, the time in transit being about four weeks. In 1789 
a decision to transmit mails from Calcutta to Bombay, using the same 
handover point of Masulipatam was notified in the Calcutta Gazette as 
follows:— 


“The Right Honorable the Governor General in Council has been 
pleased to establish a weekly Dawk between this Presidency and that 
of Bombay, which will be dispatched from Calcutta regularly every 
Monday evening; and his Lordship has been pleased to direct that 
until further orders, the . letters of individuals shall be received and 
forwarded free of postage with the Public Dispatch. The Dawk is 
to proceed via Masulipatam and Poonah, and it may be expected to 
reach Bombay in a month or five weeks.” 

After only four months running of this service, a further notification 
appeared from the Government altering the despatches to weekly ones, 
and making charges of postage for non-officials’ mails, the notice reading:— 

“An experience in Four Months of the Dispatch and regular progress 
of the Dawk that has been posted between Bombay and Masulipatam by 
the way of Poonah has induced Government to determine on the continu¬ 
ance of this Channel of Conveyance for their Dispatches to and from the 
West of India, and to provide a fixt Establishment for it. Notice is there¬ 
fore given to the Public, that Postage will be required in future, according 
to the following Rates, upon all Letters sent by this Dawk:— 


From BOMBAY, for a single Letter 


Annas 


To Poonah 

Fuljapoor, more 
Hydrabad, more 
Masulipatam, more 
Madras, 

Masulipatam, as above 
Ganjam, more 
Calcutta, more 


• 2 - 0-0 

3-0-5 

3- 0-8 

4- 0-12 
6 - 1-2 

12 - 0-0 

8-1-4 

5- 1-6 
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For Double, Treble and Quadruple Letters conformable to the propor¬ 
tionate Weight allowed by the General Post Office Regulations. 


Postage to be paid on putting Letters into the Post Office. 

A Mail is despatched from Bombay every Wednesday at Four P.M. 
From Masulipatam every Monday. . . .... 

From Calcutta every Monday. 

i 

The Post Masters at the several Presidencies and different Stations 
are particularly enjoined not to receive any Letters covering Jewels 
or articles of value. 

Published by Order of the 
Governor General in Council 


Fort William, Jan. 6, 1790. ' J. WHITE. Sub. Sec.” 

/ : 

In a very short time a further improvement was made to this service, 
as from the 3rd March, 1790, the despatches were arranged twice a week 
and letters could reach Calcutta from Bombay in 26 days and Madras in 
17, and even the mails between Calcutta and Madras were hastened to 
19 days. The rates of postage from Bombay at this time were:— 


Bombay to Madras 

99 19 >5 

99 99 9 ) 

99 99 9 ) 

„ to Poonah 

„ to Hydrabad 
„ to Masulipatam 


Rs. 2 per single letter 
Rs. 4 per double 
Rs. 6 per treble „ 

Rs. 4 per ounce on packets 

2 annas) 

8 „ ) per single 

12 „ ) letter Rs. weight 


The rates from Calcutta were as set out in the Postal Notice of 1791 
(Appendix F). 


This particular notice is of interest, for apart from altering a few 
of the postal rates, it was decided to establish post offices at all offices of 
Collectors and Residents, thereby increasing the postal network consider¬ 
ably. (Appendix FI and F2). These rates were again altered in 1795 
(see Appendix F3 and F4). 

In spite of the development of the Company post at this time, private 
posts thrived and in 1791 Capt. J. H. Taylor reported to the Directors 
of the East India Company that the best conducted postal communica¬ 
tion in India was that of the Nawab of Arcot in his southern provinces. 
Letters traveled 100 miles a day, travelling night and day, in 7 or 8 
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relays, and the Nawab’s post covered the distance of 480 miles from 
Madras to Palamcottah in 4|- days, which was 12 hours less than the 
Company post. At this time the journey from Calcutta to Masulipatam 
was taking 14 days, Masulipatam to Madras, 4 days, and Masulipatam 
to Bombay via Hydrabad and Poonah, some 22 days. A private service 
was also in force under the orders of the Nawab of Moorshedabad in 
this period, but was apparently much slower than that of the Company. 

A note of interest appeared on the 1st June, 1791, in the “Madras 
Courier”, concerning the letters addressed to personnel reading:— 

GENERA!. POST OFFICE. Notice is hereby given that, in future, 
letters addressed to Persons with the Grand Army are to consist of 
no more than a small slip of Paper rolled up, and any letters which 
may be sent to the Post Office not made up conformably to this 
regulation will be rejected. WILLIAM JONES, P.M.G. 

For some reason, a similar rule in Bengal was not adopted until the 
10th April, 1799, when an identical instruction was issued except that 
this specified that the slip of paper “should not exceed one-eighth of a 
sheet of cfuarto-post”. One finds so often that a post office rule adopted 
in one presidency was copied by another presidency at a later date, and 
this tends to emphasise that there was, in fact, little co-ordination between 
the services of the different presidencies in the early days. 

Ship rates for the actual sea journey were first published in the 
“Bombay Courier” on the 28th December, 1793, when the following notice 
appeared :— 

General Post Office. Notice is hereby given, That all Letters or 
Packets for Europe exceeding two Ounces in Weight, will in future 
be taxed agreeably to the table annexed; and that none will be 
received into the Packet unless they are brought to this office 
between the hours of ten in the forenoon and three in the afternoon; 
and the Postage at which they are rateable previously paid. 

TABLE 


Weight Postage 

2 Ounces 


and so on in proportion for all Letters and Packets of a greater 

weight. 

CHARLES ELPHINSTONE, P.M.G. 


4 Rupees 
9 
16 
25 
36 


99 

99 

99 

99 
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Shortly hereafter, the decision was made to establish a proper service 
between Bombay and the Company’s factory at Surat, leading to the 
following advertisement in the “Bombay Courier” on the 8th July, 1796:— 

“Notice is hereby given, That in the view of Establishing a constant 
and regular communication between this Presidency and Surat, the 
Honorable the Governor General in Council has been pleased to direct 

1st. That Cossids shall be despatched from this office every Wed¬ 
nesday and Saturday at twelve ’oclock; and from Surat at the same 
hour on Mondays and Thursdays. 

2nd. That the first Mail shall be forwarded from the Presidency 
on Wednesday the 13th instant, and from Surat on Monday the 18th 
following; 

3rd. That no Private Letters, News Papers or Packets are in 
future to be received at this office, or at Surat, unless the Postage on 
them previously paid, according to the following rates:— / . 



For every Single Letter or News Paper 


0 1 50 
0 2 00 


Double „ weighing 3£ Rs. 
Treble „ Rs. 


and in the same proportion, as far as the weight of Thirty two 
Rupees and a half.” 

The reader’s attention is here drawn to the currency of Bombay at 
this time which was expressed in rupees, quarters and reis, more about 
which appears later. 

In 1797, the Government of Madras issued a Notification dealing with 
the establishment of a regular monthly overland postal service to England, 
reading as follows:— 

“In consequent of the establishment by the Hon’ble the Governor in 
Council in Bombay of a regular Monthly communication with Great 
Britain via Bussora, the Publick are hereby informed that Private 
Letters will be received for transmission at the Office of the Secretary 
to Government under the following Regulations :— 

1st. That no letter shall exceed in length four Inches, In Breadth 
two Inches nor be sealed with Wax. 


2nd That all letters shall be sent to the Secretary to Government 
with a note specifying the Writer, and with the Writers name signed 
under the address; to be countersigned by the Secretary previous to 
deposit in the Packet as a Warrant of permission. 
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3rd. That Postage shall be paid on delivery of the letter at the rate 
of 31 Pagodas a single letter weighing one quarter of a rupee; for 
those weighing one Rupee, 7 Pagodas 



4th. Two mails will be transmitted by each despatch; one of which 
is intended to be despatched via Aleppo, the other via Bagdad; letters 
in duplicate will be p’aced in each Packet, or if Single, at the direc¬ 
tion of the Secretary. 

5th. No Packets or Letters are to be received by the Commanders 
of the Packets but through the prescribed Channel, nor will any, 
except through the same Channel, be forwarded by the Resident at 
Bussora. " ' 1 


6th. The Mails will be despatched from Bombay the 1st day of every 

Month, and the first despatch will be on the 1st. January, 1798.” 

The rates published in the Bombay notification were of course altered 
from Pagodas to rupees, a single letter costing Rs. 10. 

t’l • . • 

Meantime, the internal posts of Bengal had been further expanded, 
and a very detailed postal notice appeared on the 9th July, 1798, dealing 
with the privilege of free postage “on the Service”, rules regarding ship 
letters imported and exported, and last, but not least, a very much larger 
list of estab’ished post offices, with rates of postage applicable thereto. 
From an examination of these rates, it will be seen that many adjustments 
of rates previously charged were made, generally by way of increases, 
though there are also a few reductions. The principle of charging 2 
annas for 100 miles was still followed, but corrections were made on more 
accurate estimates of distances, particularly as regards Cuttack, Ganjam 
and Benares, all cf which had previously been grossly undercharged. 
Full details of the revised regulations and the rates from Calcutta, and 
between the Subordinate Substations are given in Appendices G and Gl. 


In 1799 the Madras postage rates for inland despatches were also 
altered, and the charges had to be prepaid, with the exception of letters 
despatched by the Governor and certain, but few privileged officials. The 
revised rates were :— 

Letters weighing less than one 

rupee were deemed to be “Single” 1& fanams per 100 miles 

Letters weighing between 1 rupee 

and 11 rupees were “double” 2£ „ „ „ „ 

Letters weighing between 1£ rupees 

and 2 rupees were “treble” 3 „ „ „ „ 
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A further substantial change in rates in Bengal occurred in' 1802. 
when the rates were increased generally, the basis then adopted being a 
charge of 2 annas up to 50 miles, 3 annas up to 100 miles, 4 annas up to 200 
miles, and 1 anna extra for every additional 100 miles. The postal notice, 
produced in detail as Appendix H, provided for tables of rates, and special 
regulations for the following:— 


Table 1 Rates of Postage from Calcutta. 


Table 2 Rates of Postage between subordinate stations. 
Table 3 Dawk Banghy rates from Calcutta. 

Table 4 Dawk Banghy rates between subordinate stations. 
Table 5 Ship Letter rates. 


Accompanying the notice of these altered rates, the following also 
appeared on the same day in the “Calcutta Gazette”:— 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, JANUARY 4, 1802 


“Notice is hereby given that for the convenience of individuals, the 
dispatch of the Bangie conformably to the rates published will commence 
at Calcutta on the first Wednesday after the present publication. 

The Public are informed that no Packages containing valuables 
will be received for conveyance by Dawk Bangie, conformably to the 
orders of the Governor General in Council, published in the Gazette, 
under date the 6th January, 1790. The late Post Master General did, 
however, with the concurrence of Government, for the convenience of 
individuals, receive Watches and Trinkets for transmission, on an in¬ 
demnification being given, in case of loss or accident; this mode still 
continues to be pursued. It is therefore requested, that in future no 
parcels containing anything of value be sent for transmission either by 
Dawk or Bangie, without an indemnification. 

Great confusion and delay often occurs in the enacting of busi¬ 
ness at the General Post Office from applications being addressed to 
individuals; the Post Master General is therefore under the necessity' 
of repeating the substance of the advertisement under date the 19th of 
October last, and published in the Gazette of the 22nd of the same month 
and to observe that except notes on business are addressed to the “Post 
Master General”, the “Deputy” or to the “General Post Office”, that they 
will not be attended to.” 


That portion of this notice dealing with the prohibition of despatch 
of valuables is interesting, since it was the attractive articles sent 
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by post that caused dacoits to plunder the mails, and in successive 
years, notices regularly appeared drawing the public’s attention to 
the undesirability of postal despatch of valuables, and one such notice 
in 1809 suggested that where currency notes were sent through the post, 
they should, as in England, be torn in half and the halves should be 
sent under two distinct despatches. Alas, in spite of these orders, there 
are all too many advices of the mail having t-een plundered in tha 
Gazettes of those days! 

Another upheaval in the rates of postage in Bengal took place 
in 1808, when a fresh set of tables was published (Appendix I). 
Although there are some increases over rates previously in force, 
the main difference is in the number of Post Offices then recorded, which 
shows a very marked expansion. 

In the same year “One Anna Post Offices” were established in 
Calcutta, and further special provisions were made for receiving letters 
for despatch in out stations where post offices had not been already estab¬ 
lished, the postal notice of 1st May, 1808 reading:— 

‘ ‘ The Public are hereby further informed, that four additional 
receiving offices, situated in parts of the Town of Calcutta 
most convenient (hereafter to be fixed on) will be established 
for their accommodation, denominated “One Anna Post 
Offices”, at which all Letters will be received as well for 
transmission by the Even ; ng Dawks, as for delivery in the 
Town and Precincts of Calcutta, at the rate of One Anna in 
addition to any Inland Postage they may bear, or if deliverable 
in the Town of Calcutta; and Two Annas, if deliverable at 
any distance not exceeding seven miles from the boundaries 
of the said towns. 

All Letters from out stations where no Dawk Waiter, Moonshee, 
or person du’y qualified to receive Postage is established, will 
be received “Bearing Postage”. The Public are hereby strictly 
enjoined not to pay Postage to any Native not holding the Post 
Master General, o.‘ some of the Subordinate Post Master’s 
authority to receive postage, as the same Letters will be charged 
bearing Postage on the arrival at their destination.” 

In November, 1808, we come across another instance of one 
Presidency copying another’s rules many years later, for the Madras 
Post Office on the same lines of the reorganisation of the Bengal 
Post Office in 1798. A comprehensive set of rules was, there¬ 
fore, published in a Government Advertisement in the Madras Press, 
Government then decided to improve the regulations of its own 
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the rates of postage under which appear to have been the same as 
those charged in 1799, except that letters weighing from 2 to 2i 
rupees were to be regarded as “quadruple”: Further letters from 24 to 3 
rupees or 1 ounce were to be considered as a packet, with postage at five 
times the original rate, and for every additional half ounce treble the 
original rate, up to 12 ounces, all letters weighing more than that amount 
to be regarded as parcels. The text of the Advertisement is recorded as 
Appendix J which, though lengthy, is nevertheless interesting, as it 
provides a very full picture of the organisation at that time. 


The Bengal Government had organised special parcel post services, 
namely Banghies, which were run to cater for the conveyance of bulky 
packages at cheaper rates than ordinary letter post, even though the time 
of transit was necessarily slower. This facility, which was more than a 
century old before parcel post was introduced in England, was not known 
to many persons abroad who corresponded with India. As a result, apart 
from very heavy postages being charged on mail off-loaded at Madras 
and sent by land to Bengal, the posts up-country from Bengal became 
overloaded with these cumbersome packages, particularly Newspapers. 
The public were therefore advised that in future all such packages landed 
first at Madras would wait there for further transport by sea, and as 
regards up country dispatches, these would be made by Banghy in every 
case where the package exceeded in weight 8 Sicca Rupees. As regards 
letters weighing less, a concession was made in that irrespective of the 
distance involved, the maximum postage on such ship letters for the 
inland journey was limited to that payable to Cawnpore only. Full 
particulars of this interesting notification appear in Appendix K. 


The Company’s postal system had been built up on the basis of its 
factories and the routes between them first, later being extended through 
the Collectors Offices, the Salt Officers and the Commercial Residents, and 
through the Zemindars throughout the country districts. It is therefore 
notable that where the Company wished to establish regular posts in out 
of the way areas, it made private arrangements with persons unconnected 
with the Company. In a Calcutta General Post Office advertisement of 
the 3rd March, 1810, for example, tenders were called for, for contracts 
for the conveyance of the Public Mails, Expresses and Banghy Dispatches 
between the Presidency and Monghyr by the old Route via Moorshedabad 
This notice made it clear that the Post Offices at the various stations 
would be maintained, and these would make local delivery of the letters, 
but that the contract was for the journeys from one post office to another. 


In order to hasten the delivery of ship letters on arrival in England, 
the Honourable East India Company in 1810 issued a directive to the 
Governments in India that their dispatches should be put into “Box 
Packets” not exceeding 3 febt by 20 inches by. 3 feet an$ that the boxes 
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should be marked “Company’s Dispatches” or “Consultations . These 
boxes were to be forwarded by the Purser to London as expeditiously as 
possible, immediately on arrival at the port in Great Britain. Permission 
was given for the public to use this method at “double postage lates , on 
account of the expense of forwarding the letters more expeditiously fiom 
the ships to the India House. The original notice appeared on the 9th 
August of that year in the Calcutta Gazette, and at regular inteivals 
thereafter, further notices appeared advising of the expected departuie of 
ships carrying such boxes, and persons wishing to avail themselves of the 
quicker facilities, were informed. “Separate boxes will be made up for 
Letters on which “Double Postage” may be marked and paid, to be sent 
to London immediately on the arrival of the Ship at the first British Poit . 

The Overland route between India and England via Bussora, started 
in 1798, continued as before, but in 1813 the Post Office indicated that 
Letters’would'be sent via Bagdad, Smyrna and Malta, and the rules 
governing this route are reproduced in the Postal Notice in Appendix L. 
It will be recalled that at this time, Europe was in the throes of the 
Napoleonic wars and therefore this alternative route had to be adopted. 

In 1814, with the defeat of Napoleon, and his exile to Elba, the Over¬ 
land Route was once again rearranged under rather a quaintly-worded 
Calcutta postal notice of the 13th Septembei, 1814. 

“Notice is hereby given that the next Overland Packet will be for¬ 
warded hence to Bombay, on Monday the 19th instant. 

As the Regulations of this Office regarding Overland Letters, 
published under date of the 24th of May 1813, were framed at a time 
when their transmission could not be effected by a less circuitous 
route than that of Smyrna and Malta,—and the late happy events in 
Europe have apparently removed the obstacles which before prevented 
a more direct correspondence from being satisfactorily maintained, 
between the distant parts of that Continent and Great Britain with 
India;—The Post Master General considers it may be useful to the 
Public to intimate, that he is not aware of any objection to the dis¬ 
patch of Letters, under the principal provisions of the abovementioned 
Regulations by the way of Constantinople and Vienna. And that for 
this purpose, it appears to him to be only necessary, that such persons 
as wish their Overland Letters for London, or any place in England, 
to be so forwarded, should clearly write immediately over the add¬ 
resses, on them, these words, namely; 

“Via Constantinople and Vienna”. 

Letters with this superscription will be dispatched accordingly;- 
and it will be understood here, that those which do not bear it are 
intended to be sent, as heretofore, by the route of Smyrna and Malta”, 

IS 


It may here be noted that the Bombay General Post Office advised 
the public that in consequence of ^opportunities by sea constantly offering, 
the periodical despatch of the Overland Mail to Europe would be dis¬ 
continued from the 10th May, 1822. 

At this time the Post Office found much difficulty in the delivery of 
letters to addressees owing to insufficient address on the letters, and urged 
the use of Agency Houses or Merchants’ offices through whom letters could 
be safely forwarded. A quaintly worded Postal notice in this respect 
was issued therefore in 1816 (Appendix N). 

It was the practice of the Post Offices at Bombay and Madras to for¬ 
ward all incoming ship mail addressed to Calcutta, by Dawk, which 
involved heavy charges, and was the subject of much complaint from the 
public. In a Notice of the 6th May, 1822, the public were informed that 
unless the letter was marked with a special request that it be forwarded 
by Dawk, only letters of less than One Sicca weight would be sent by 
this method. All other letters would be sent by the first available ship, 
and even letters less than One Sicca weight would likewise be -sent, if 
they could thus be more expeditiously conveyed. 

Letters posted in Calcutta for overseas, would normally be marked 
with the Ship’s name by which the letter should be conveyed, and the 
Post Office periodically issued notices of the sailing dates of the vessels 
from Calcutta. If the writer was too late to catch the ship before she 
sailed, the mail could be sent by runner in an “After-Packet” conveyance 
to be delivered to the Post Offices at Diamond Harbour, Kedgeree or from 
1823 to the New Anchorage, which later was called Saugor Island. (The 
circular postmark illustrated as Gil on plate VII pertains to this post 
office, and not to the Saugor in Central India, as has mistakenly been 
recorded in the past.). Certain rules were issued to govern the transit 
of mail to these post offices, which may be summed up as follows:— 

1. If letters forwarded by After-packet missed the ship for which 
intended, they would be returned to the sender, if a request to 
do so was endorsed thereon. If it had no such endorsement, it 
would be returned to Calcutta to await the next opportunity of 
posting on another ship, but thig would not entail delay only, but 
would involve treble postage. 

2. The Post Master at Kedgeree had no authority to send the letters 
by any ship other than that endorsed on them. 

3. The distance from Calcutta to Kedgeree or the New Anchorage 
being the same, equal postage rates applied. 

4. Persons moving up and down the Hooghly could send their letters 
from the three Post Offices down river, without being charged 
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Ship Letter Postage applied to letters imported from foreign 
ports. Commanders of ships had to make up separate parcels of 
letters that they or passengers had occasion to send ashore at 
these places, “particularizing them as Harbour letters, when 
delivered, with the amount of Inland Postage, to the Peons at 
the Post Office Boats.” 

It was obviously wasteful of both labour and money to send back 
to Calcutta the mails that missed the ship at Kedgeree, and in February, 
1829, the second rule referred to above was altered, and thereafter letters 
were kept at the Kedgeree Post Office for despatch by the next vessel 
for the same destination. 

Generally the Commanders of vessels co-operated fully with the Post 
Office in accepting mails for overseas destinations. It was therefore 
somewhat surprising to read in the press a notice by the Post Office on 
the 9th. April, 1829 that “the letters for despatch by the “Mercury’ to 
the Straits had been rejected by the Commander without assigning any 
reason, but honour was vindicated by the publication of a further notice 
on the 16th October, 1829 

“Captain Bell of the Bark Mercury, conceiving that the Notice publish¬ 
ed from this Office on the 9th April last, in which he was stated 
to have refused to receive the Post Office Packets for the Straits, may 
prove injurious to him among the Mercantile Community of this Port, 
it affords satisfaction to state that the Packets in question appeal by 
his statement to have been relanded under a misapprehension on the 
part of the Peon in the Kedgeree Dak Boat, Captain Bell only wishing 
to return the Packets for Penang, to which Port he was not bound.” 

Since the issue of the Post Office Regulations in 1774 by Warren 
Hastings, many changes had taken place, and numerous rules had been 
issued piecemeal thereafter. On the 1st January, 1830 the Calcutta Post 
Office issued an up-to-date and very comprehensive set of Regulations, 
which though lengthy, are reproduced as Appendix P, because they give 
a very full insight to the working of the Post Office at that time, and 
many of the rules formed the base upon which later reforms were made 
in the All India services. 

Among other things, an experiment was introduced in the Letter 
Rates by charging half rates for letters weighing less than a half sicca, 
such letters being known as “Half Letters”. This experiment was not 
evidently a good one, as Half Postage was again abolished under a fresh 
order on the 20th October, 1830. Ship postage was altered to 2 As. for 
every Sicca weight upto 21. It seemed: at this time that the Post Office 
was facing a number of difficulties, and the mood was one of trial and 
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error, for it admitted that the rates of postage which had been reduced 
experimentally, had failed, and fresh sets of rates were in 1832 notified 
in Calcutta, full details of which are in Appendix Q. 

In 1837 a very major change in the structure of the Post Office in 
India took place with the passing of the Post Office Act No. XVII, the 
important sections of which are reproduced as Appendices R. & Rl. This 
Act was introduced not only with a view to overhaul and modernise the 
service, but was to unite the post office organisation throughout the three 
presidencies into one All-India service. Amongst the regulations were 
provisions to enable members of the Public to use the service, and private 
postal arrangements were to be abolished and criminal proceedings were 
to be instigated against any person continuing to run such private services. 
Whilst this may have been sound from the Company’s point of view, 
since they had annexed the la'rger part of India by this time and 
their services therefore were organised throughout the land, those who 
had organised private posts in the past did not take kindly to the sudden 
abolition of these lucrative arrangements, and in fact many of these 
private posts continued to function locally, though illegally, for many 
years. Only when the adhesive stamps were introduced in 1854, and 
letters could be despatched at low uniform rates, did the private posts 
die out, since they could not compete in price for the carriage any longer. 

Another important change that the Post Office brought about in 1837 
was the provision of payment of all postage charges on letters for desti¬ 
nations anywhere in India, even though the journey involved passing 
through more than one Presidency. The anomaly that had arisen earlier, 
where letters had to be sent part post paid and part bearing, was thereby 
abolished. 

This Act was amended by the issue of Act No. XX of 1838, which 
made special provision for the sending of weighty packages by the Banghy 
mail, instead of by letter post, and it also made certain provisions for 
imposing penalties on persons who, against a false declaration that 
packages contained only printed matter, included written matter as well. 
A more important amendment was, however, made with the passing ol 
Act No. XVII of 1839, by which the Governor General was empowered 
to alter the rates of postage specified ill the Schedules A & B annexed to 
the Act No. XVII of 1837, but not to increase the rates. Under this autho¬ 
rity a Notification was issued in 1839 bringing into force new schedule* 
of rates for Letters, Law papers, Parcels and Books, Pamphlets and 
Newspapers. (Appendix T). 
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In 1845 special rates of postage were introduced for local delivery 
from the G.P.O. to any address in Calcutta. The rates were :— 


Letters weighing less than J tola 

6 pie 

Letters between \ and 1 tola 

1 anna 

Accounts and Lawpapers per 3i tolas 

1 anna 

Accounts and Lawpapers upto 6 tolas 

2 annas 

Newspapers not exceeding 3£ tolas 

1 anna 

Newspapers not exceeding 6 tolas 

2 annas 


In 1846 a further alteration in the rates laid down in the Act XVII 
of 1837 as amended by the Act of 1839, took place. This produced a new 
schedule ‘D’ in place of the old schedule ‘B’, levying Ship Postage on 
letters, packets or parcels, not franked or otherwise entitled to pass Fret 
of Postage, received or sent by sea in Sailing Vessels. The rates of the 
schedule were :— 



Outward 

Inward 

Letters not exceeding 3 tolas (An anna being 

added for each additional tola) 

1 anna 

2 annas 

Newspapers etc., not exceeding 6 tolas (An anna 


* 

being added for every additional 6 tolas 


♦ 

weight) 

1 anna 

1 anna 

Parcels not exceeding 100 tolas (Two annas being 
added for every additional 100 tolas upto 

300) . 

2 annas 

1 anna 


The amendment made the same rates applicable to letters carried by 
Government or Private Steamers from one Indian Port to another 
provided that they were not also liable to Steam Postage. 

In 1854 the Act XVII, being an Act for the management of the Post 
Office for the regulation of the duties of Postage and for the punishment 
of offences against the Post Office, was passed by the Legislative Council 
and received the assent of the Governor General in Council on the 12th 
August, 1854, and on thef same date he passed the “Rules for the manage¬ 
ment of the Post Office Department”, and hereafter adhesive stamps for 
pre-payment of postage dues came into force in place of the earlier hand- 
struck postage stamps. Adhesive stamps were issued at Madras on 15th 
September 1854, and in Calcutta on the 20th September, and in Bombay 
in November of the same year. 

NEWSPAPER POSTAGE 

Although the majority of handstruck postage stamps of India are 
today to be found on letters, reference must be made to the passage of 
newspapers through the post in this era. 
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In 1786 the “Madras Courier” was being used by Government as a 
means of advertising its orders, and the newspaper was given the right 
of free postage from Madras to Bengal. Evidently the Calcutta Gazette 
must have asked for similar privileges, without success however, as on 
the 4th October, 1787, the Post Master General in Calcutta announced 

“The Right Honorable the Governor in Council having been 
pleased to direct, that all News Papers shall pay postage after 
the 31st instant; they will from that date be charged at the same 
rates which all other letters and packets are subject to.” 

In 1790 the “Madras Courier” made a further request to Government 
for exemption of postage on despatches to Bombay, similar to the conces¬ 
sion they still enjoyed for the Bengal despatches. The carriage of news¬ 
papers to Bengal had however already proved troublesome, because ol 
its bulkiness, and had caused some delay in the delivery of the ordinary 
letter mail. The Government was not therefore anxious to encourage 
this type of despatch, and refused to extend the'concession: to the Madras 
Courier for the Bombay deliveries. 

The Bengal regulations issued in 1798 (Appendix G) included special 
reference to Newspapers being despatched as export ship mail, and ruled 
that such papers would bear the same postage as any other letter mail, 
and in 1799 the Madras Government took a step to follow the Bengal 
practice, and announced the withdrawal of even the privilege given to 
the Bengal despatches. At first it also indicated that all postage on 
newspapers would in future be pre-paid, but this raised such an outcry, 
that it was eventually agreed to collect the charges on delivery, and with 
this ended the newspapers’ privilege of free postage for all time. 

The next change in the practice of newspapers postage occurred in 
1802, when the Bengal Postal Service provided for the despatch of news¬ 
papers by Banghy instead of letter post, and cheaper postage rates were 
applied as a consequence (See Appendix H). 

The newspaper rates in 1808 are recorded in the Madras Government 
Advertisement as being the same as single letter rates, namely, 1& fanams 
per each 100 miles, provided that they did not weigh more than one 
ounce, and to pay proportionately thereafter. The Government Gazette 
at that time was given special privileges by being liable only for hall 
the postage rates. 

In 1812, rates for Newspapers issued more often than three times a 
week, were half the letter rates, or two-thirds of those rates if the issues 
were less than thrice weekly. 
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For an unexplained reason, an announcement was made in March. 
1820 that a London Newspaper called the “Correspondent for India” would 
be allowed to circulate free of postage in the Company’s territories for 
a period of twelve months. 

The 1812 rates came under alteration in January, 1820 when the 
following were applied 

1. Weekly newspapers not exceeding 3 sicca weight to be charged 
single letter postage. 

2. Newspapers published twice or thrice a week, not exceeding 2^ 
sicca weight, to be charged postage equal to two-thirds of single 
letter rates. 

3. Newspapers published more often than thrice weekly, to be 
charged one half of single letter postage, if not exceeding Two 
sicca in weight, and 

4. Any excess in weight to be charged proportionately. 

In July 1827 the following notice appeared in the Calcutta Gazette : 

“Notice is hereby given that henceforward English Newspapers 
imported, having previously passed through the General Fos'c 
Office in Great Britain, will be exempted from any charge on 
account of Ship Postage. This rule will not apply to any paper 
as may be received through any other Channels, nor will it in 
any way interfere with the rates of Inland Postage now collected 
on English Newspapers.” 

On the 19th November, 1829 the Government Gazette announced that 
new Rules for Newspaper Postage had been issued by the Post Office, 
whereby papers could be sent to certain stations, to be known as “Two 
Annas Stations” for two annas, and papers sent to any other station in the 
Presidency would only be charged four annas as a maximum. The full 
text of this announcement will be found in Appendix O and the New 
Rules for Newspapers in Appendix 01. 

Half an anna was imposed in excess of these rates in 1834, on any 
cover containing Newspapers, Pamphlets and other Printed Papers, in 
short covers, with open ends, namely:— 


“Two Annas Stations 

2 i 

annas 

3 Sicca Weight to 4 Sicca weight 


if 

4 Sicca Weight to 6 Sicca weight 

4 h 

99 

Four Annas Stations 3 sicca weight 

4* 

99 

3 to 4 Sicca Weight 

6i 

99 

4 to 6 Sicca Weight 

8i 

>9 


& 
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Printed papers and pamphlets wrapped in short covers, with 
open ends, beyond 6 sicca weight to be sent according to existing 
rates.” 

Upto 1836 Native Newspapers were permitted to be transmitted at 
half the postage rates applied to English Newspapers, but thereafter the 
full rates were levied. These half rates had been in force since 1829 
(See Appendix 01). 

It may also be noted that further special provisions were made as 
regards newspapers under Rule 10 of the Post Office Act of 1837 (Appen¬ 
dix R) that newspaper stamps would be provided in those stations where 
newspapers were published. In those stations where no newspaper 
stamps were available, the usual post office stamps would be used instead. 

In April 1853 a contract was made with the General Screw Steam 
Shipping Company to convey Books, Magazines, Reviews and Pamphlets 
to the United Kingdom via the Cape at 4 annas for single volumes not 
exceeding h lb. in weight, or 8 annas up to 1 lb. weight. This contract 
did not last long, and in June 1854 it became necessary to make other 
arrangements to send packages by Book Post via Egypt, and the rates 
were increased to 5£ annas and 11 annas respectively. 
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THE INDIAN BISHOPMARK 




CHAPTER III 

The earliest use of a handstruck postmark anywhere appears to have 
been in 1661 in Great Britain when Henry Bishop, the Post Master 
General, introduced a small impression stamp, showing the day and 
month, to be applied to all letters immediately they were received in the 
Post Office. By this means, any delay in forwarding the letter would 
be readily apparent and, because of this, he thought that no one would 
dare to delay any letter. 

These stamps, which came to be known as “Bishopmarks”, continued 
in use in Great Britain until 1787, when they were replaced by larger 
and more modern types of date stamps, but meantime they had been 
introduced in other countries under British influence, such as America, 
Canada and India. 

Illustrated as Fig. 2 of the plate of “Scarce Marks” is the Indian 
Bishopmark. This is impressed on a cover, proudly possessed by the 
author, sent from Calcutta to Dacca in 1775, stamped “CALCUTTA” and 
“POST PAID” (Fig. 1), in addition to the Bishopmark “2|FEB.” This 
letter is unique in two different ways, as it not only bears the earliest 
of the only three known “Bishopmarks” used in India, but it is also the 
earliest of any covers yet found to bear any form of Handstruck Postage 
Stamp. Before discovery of this cover in 1941, one cover only had been 
recorded from India with a Bishopmark; this was on a letter to Bengal 
irom Chencester in 17/6, which also carries the impressions of the Town 
stamp “CULPEE” and “BEARING POSTAGE”, in addition to the Indian 
Bishopmark “8|DEC.” This stamp has been recorded as being 17 mm. in 
diameter, which seems strange, as the verified measurement of the dia¬ 
meter of the earlier 1775 mark is 18 mm! 

It is possible that the Post Offices of other Indian Towns, such as 
Madras and Bombay, were supplied with the Bishopmark stamp, 
but this is doubtful as no specimens have yet been found to support this 
possibility, and nothing is known of it. Indeed, nothing is disclosed in 
the Post Office lecords even of its existence at any time anywhere. From 
die fact that the other Bishopmarks all were impressed on letters passing 
through Calcutta, it can, with almost certainty, now be established that 
it was at the Calcutta Post Office that the Bishopmark was introduced, 
an that Bye Rule 8 of the 1774 Consultations was the authority for it. 

One point (hat is worth noting is that this Indian Bishopmark has 
the months in three letters, whereas all the English, Scottish, Irish, 
Canadian and American Bishops have only two, such as JA. FE Mr' 
AP. MA. etc. 
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A further Indian Bishopmark has also come to light, having a dia¬ 
meter of 20 mm, but only one copy is known. This too has a curious 
feature about it, as the month is in the top half, whereas the others are 
all in the lower half, and, further, the month has been recorded in full, 
namely, “JULY”. The date, in the lower half, has been recorded, as in 
the other marks, in manuscript. 


The Indian Bishopmark is therefore rightly regarded as one of the 
rarest and most treasured handstruck postage marks of India, and is 
likely to increase considerably in value as time passes, unless a find of 
early covers is made revealing a quantity with Bishopmark impressions 
on them. This is not beyond the bounds of possibility, for this is exactly 
what has happened with the Quebec Bishopmark, once almost unique, 
and now much more common; it also happened in the case of the Scinde 
Dawk, and it can happen again, if only old papers for destruction sent 
to the pulp mills by those who know nothing of India’s postal history, 
will always first see that someone who does, has a quick look at what 
is about to be discarded. / J ' 


Often a statement is made in connection with these early covers 
based purely on what the writer has been told or has seen only in 
photographic form, without having seen the actual original and, as a 
result, an inaccuracy arises. If the error is not immediately corrected, 
it becomes in time to be regarded as a true fact. Such a case has occurred 
in connection with the earliest “Bishopmark” cover of India where, ir. 
at least two well-known publications on Indian Philately, the cover is 
described as bearing a handstruck stamp reading “POST PAD”. From 
an examination of the actual cover in the author’s collection, it is clear 
that the stamp reads “POST PAID”, and the error in description, given 
elsewhere, is due to the word not coming out clearly in a photograph 
reproduced earlier in an Auctioneer’s catalogue. What then appeared 
to be the “D” at the end of “PAD” was in fact the “I” and the back 
stroke of the “D” of “PAID”, and it is hoped that now that the truth 
about this mark has been established, the previous inaccuracy will not 
be perpetuated in future. 
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SCARCE MARKS 




CHAPTER IV 

4 /, " * V* | 

The few reference books so far published on the subject of Indian 
Handstruck Postage Stamps are only partially illustrated, and from the 
authors personal experience, it is often difficult to identify the stamp 
under examination solely from the written description that may have 
been given. The firm conviction has, therefore, been born that it is 
essential to have a reference book which contains a full size illustration 
of each and every known marking, together with information regarding 
the date of use, colour and any other point of interest annotated against 
each. 

* ✓ 

At the end of this book illustrations have been made of all the types 
so far known to the author to exist, and in order that these may be kept 
up to date, as new discoveries are made, steps will be taken to issue 
supplementary sheets from time to time, either replacing the original 
sheets or adding to them, until the book can be regarded as reasonably 
comprehensive. The author would welcome hearing from any collectors 
who have any quantity of these early covers, and who would be willing 
to lend them for copying of types not so far illustrated. To assist in 
this work, “wanted” types may be advertised for through philatelic 
magazines from time to time, and the loan of covers with these marks 
or the furnishing of an accurate sketch would be of great assistance 
and would be much appreciated. 


Although all types have been illustrated in their proper classified 
and chronological order at the end of this book, a separate plate of a 
variety of scarce marks is included here, with a brief reference to other 
points of interest arising from other markings on or the contents of the 
covers concerned. 


Among the items illustrated are some examples of the types used over 
125, 150 or even 175 years ago, a sprinkling of marks hitherto unrecorded 
elsewhere, and a varied selection of more common types from the 
different groups into which these handstruck postage stamps can con¬ 
veniently be arranged. In spite of the scarcity of some of the types, and 
their wide variety, they all in fact form part of a comparatively small 
collection, compiled at no great cost—it is, however, also true that many 
of the items have since increased in value with the growth of interest in 
this section of Indian postal history. 

The previously unrecorded type of “CAWNPore” (Fig. 6) appears 
on a very interesting old letter written in 1802 from Cawnpore to Bath, 
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describing the writer’s personal acquaintance with General Lake, also 
residing in Cawnpore in 1802. General Lake, a year later, commanded 
the East India Company troops in the Second Mahratta War with Sir 
Arthur Wellesley (later the Duke of Wellington). What is so strange 
about the Cawnpore stamp is that the last three letters are small letters, 
when the rest are all in capitals, and one wonders what whim overtook 
the manufacturer of the stamp to make him so inconsistent in his design. 



Fig. 9 illustrates another unknown stamp, which appears as a very 
clear impression on a letter from Ramahpatam sent in 1834. The octa¬ 
gonal shape of the frame is uncommon, and the cover bears another 
unusual mark for a letter from India, the “Crown|FREE OF LONDON”! 
Letters stamped “Post Free” were privileged letters despatched by 
certain persons such as high ranking officials, Army officers, soldiers and 
certain other authorised dignitaries, such as Bishops. The letter bearing 
the “RAMAHPATAM POST FREE” stamp was sent by the Record 
Keeper of a Zillah Court, and as it deals with a private petition to the 
Court of Directors of the Hon. East India Company in London, it is 
doubtful if it should, in any case, have travelled free of charge. Whether 
the writer gained the cost of postage legitimately or not, the petition did 
him no good, as the letter was endorsed with a flat refusal to grant the 
request made in it. 


Fig. 7 and 8 are two interesting examples of stamps which were 
used later, but which remained undiscovered until recently. The 
“DUMDUM POST OFFICE” cover was first found in 1947 when it was 
acquired by the author, and it is not known whether any further copies 
have since been located. The “DUMDUM FREE” cover of 1844 is 
believed to be the only copy known, and this “turned up” in the author’s 
collection one day unexpectedly — and it is not known either how long 
it had been there, but this did not make its discovery any the less 
welcome. The peculiar thing about these two stamps, apart from their 
obvious scarcity, is that they are both marked in “purple” ink instead 
of the more usual black or red. The same colour has, however, also 
been used on two other covers possessed, .stamped “DUMDUM|Paid”, 
dated 1843 and 1846, and this tends to infer that purple ink was custom¬ 
arily used at Dum Dum. 
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THE KING’S POST 


CHAPTER V 

It was the custom in the eighteenth century for letters between 
England and places abroad to be carried by private ships under arrange¬ 
ments made by various traders, but this was not remunerative to the 
English Post Office, and in order to put a stop to this, the Post Office 
Act was amended in 1799. By this amendment, it became illegal for 
letters to be despatched abroad other than through the London Shi}/ 
Letter Office. 

At this time, the majority of mails to India were carried in the 
Hon. East India Company’s ships, the East Indiamen, but some went by 
other private ships. Presumably, with a view to avoiding a direct clash 
with the powerful East India Company, letters to the Company or its 
directors were, by special though unwritten agreement, excluded from 
the provisions of the Act. 

Now the bulk of the mails between India and England was in fact 
at this time that of the Company, and it must have irked the English 
Post Office to see the revenue from it slipping by it. A further Act was 
therefore passed in 1814 with a view to securing control over the exter¬ 
nal postal service to and from India, but it had no provision by which 
a ship’s captain could be forced to carry the mail for the Post Office 
The East India Company was not co-operative and refused to order their 
Ships’ captains to follow the wishes of the English Post Office, so the 
Act was not effective and mail therefore continued to be carried privately 
by the East Indiamen at the customary rates. 

The English Post Office was determined to control these mails and, 
to overcome the defect of the 1814 Act, a further Act was passed in 1815, 
laying down in particular that the East India Company could only 
charge inland postage and seperate postage would be charged for mail 
sent by “Packet” or “Private Ship”, which would be payable to the 
British Post Office. 

Under the 1815 Act, there were to be monthly despatches of Post 
Office mails at rates set out below :— 

(1) By “Packet”, 3|6d. a single letter, which meant one sheet weigh¬ 
ing less than 1 oz. 

(2) By “Private Ship”, H2d. for outward journeys and 8d. fo; 
inward single letters. 
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“Packets” were defined as any kind of ships used by the Post Office, 
all others being deemed to be “Private Ships”. 

Notification to the Indian public was first made of the introduction 
of the Act on the 12th. March, 1816, when the Act was reproduced in 
the local Newspapers, and the Ship rates in Indian currency were also 
advised. (Appendix M) This notice was immediately followed by 
another on the 31st. March, 1816 which gave the Indian equivalent rates 
for the Packet Mails (Appendix Ml). 

I * 

That this was the origin of what has come to be known as the 
'King’s Post” is undoubted, for although it is not in the Post Office 
records commonly referred to as such, the handstruck stamps of this 
period contain the words '“King’s Post”; but what is of far more positive 
evidence is the footnote to the Postal Notice of the 31st. March, 1816, viz: 

It is optional with persons sending letters...... to pay the Sea or 

King’s Postage on them......” 

» 

The purpose of the King’s Post has long been obscure, little being 
known about it other than that it ran with the Company’s post simul¬ 
taneously and was believed to be of earlier inception than 1815. This 
latter fact is inaccurate, since prior to 1815, the English Post Office had 
no control over the India mail and all services were in the hands of the 
Company which was so distinctly hostile even to the Act of 1814. 


The 1815 Act not only provided rates of postage and means of con¬ 
veyance, but made provision for the Post Master General in London to 
appoint Deputy P.M.Gs in the Presidencies administered by the Company 
whose duties included the collection of postage at the official rates on 
mail from the United Kingdom arriving in India, and the collection oi 
postage on all mail despatched from India to England, where the sender 
elected to prepay postage. Extracts of the main provisions of the English 
Act will be found at the end of Appendix 1 M. 


Even before official publication of the provisions of the Act had been 
made, the public had learnt of the proposals, and had expressed its dis¬ 
approval of it in a letter in the Calcutta Gazette on the 14th. March, 
1816, which read: 

We understand on the authority of private letters from England 
fhat the Postmaster General had made the necessary arrangements 
for carrying into effect the provisions of the late Ship Letter Act 
in as far as they referred to the establishment of regular,/ packets 
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for transmitting home correspondence to this country; and that a 
sloop of war, the Chanticleer or Charlotte, was to sail with the first 
mail, only a few days after the despatch of the Orient. Advices 
from mercantile houses in London give reason to believe that the 
original packet vessels would come only -as far as the Cape whence 
others would convey the mails to India; in which case that colony 
would become the entrepot for all intercourse by letter between the 
Mother Country and her Asiatic settlements. It is earnestly to be 
desired that the uncertainties at present existing in the despatch 
and receipt of Europe letters, and the consequent frequent dis¬ 
appointment to all parties, may be speedily remedied by a surer and 
more effective mode of conveyance. The evils of the present system 
have been recently exemplified in the arrival of the Orient and 
Minstral, which although the bearers of the English correspondence 
of all September and October, did not we believe in the whole 
deliver more than thirteen hundred letters.” 

Apart from this complaint, the rates of postage were considered by 
the public to be very heavy, and there was much resentment towards the 
Act, and the English Post Office in its effort to control the Indian Mails. 
So much was this feeling, that the Act was short lived, and was repealed 
in 1819 by a new Act which permitted anyone to send mails to India 
by any means practicable. The Indian public were informed by a Post 
Office notification on 22nd. December, 1819:— 

“Notice is hereby given that in consequence of the East Indian 
Postage Act being passed, doing away with all former Rates of 
Postage from Great Britain to this Country, and vice versa, the 
Postage hitherto levied by the Act of 53rd. George 3d Cap 153 
will be discontinued from this date, and the Company’s Postage 
only be levied as before the said Act was passed.” 

Here then was the end of the “King’s Post”, believed by some to 
have continued upto 1837. During the period 1815 to 1819 when the 
two systems were in vogue together, special handstruck postage stamps, 
quite different from those previously used by the Company post, were 
put into use in India for application on all mail that fell within the 
purview of the 1815 Act, and these may, for want of a better name, be 
called “King’s Post” stamps. They fall under two distinct headings, 
namely:— 

(1) Receipt stamps applied to all incoming mail from England to 
India, and 

(2) Despatch stamps applied to all outgoing India mail. 
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and in the illustrations that follow, the known dates of use have been 
quoted, though in all probability, the full period of use would have been 
the full period of the life of the Act from 1815 to 1819, less a few months 
at the beginning due to the time lag in advising the Indian authorities 
of the passing of the English Act. t 



Receipt Stamps 

No uniform designs were adopted, but the types at the Presidencies 
were:— 


Calcutta 

1816-19 

KINGS POSF 

JNL 1 ? p 1 j 

(Black) 

m 

Bombay 

i ' 

No mark recorded 

Madras 

1817-18 

KINGS POSTAGE 

(Black) 

/♦ 

K 


INLAND POSTAGE 

1816-19 

KINGS POSTAGE 

(Black) 

COMFY? INLANDD? 

Varieties 

kings poot? 1 

Calcutta 

1816-19 

c®? wma? i 

(Black) 




1816-19 

(Black) 

KING'S POST 8 - 

C ae IN£. B as 

181 

Madras 


1817 

Black 

KINGS POSTAGE 

(Probably part of 
a broken stamp) 
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espatch Stamps 


The sender had the option of paying the postage on despatch, or 
sending it with postage payable on delivery. The method that was 
selected was evidenced either by a special stamp, as set out below, or 
in some cases by incorporation in the sea despatch mark of the words 
'■‘paid” or “not paid”. 


No independent “paid” or “unpaid” mark has been recorded as in 
use at Bombay, except that incorporated in a full Ship mark. 



Calcutta 

1817-19 

(Black) 


Madras 

1816-19 



(UNPAID! 



(Black) ( post paid”) 


1816-17 

(Black) 


Packet and Ship Marks 

Different sets of despatch stamps were used to distinguish between 
“Packets” and “Private Ships” conveyance, as will now be seen from 
the following examples, 


P 


POSTPAID 


5 


Packets 

The pattern of stamps at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras was identical, 
and since a similar type was in use in St. Helena from 1816 to 1818. 
in Mauritius in 1817, and in both the Cape of Good Hope and Ceylon in 
1818, it is obvious that the suggestion for the design,, if not the actual 
provision of the stamp, must have come from one and the same source, 
namely, the British Post Office. Specimens of these marks how follow: - 
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Calcutta 

1816-19 

(Black) 


-v 14-SEU e 

w 



✓ 


Bombay 

1817 

(Black) 


^ohb 4> . 

$ 7 00 7 
XV ,Q 17 >• 

^TV^ V 


I 


Madras 

1816-19 

(Black) 


• 15 AUIS g* 

■1. ISIS ^ 


Note: All the “Calcutta Packet” letters seen by the writer are coupled with 
the “Calcutta Post Not Paid” circular 4 mark, and it is therefore not known 
whether there was a separate “paid” stamp here, but it is assumed that 
Where the postage was prepaid, the letter would only have borne the 
“Calcutta Packet Letter” mark by itself. This seems also to have been 
the practice in Bombay, where “pre-paid” letters seem to bear only the 
one stamp. In one case of a Bombay cover bearing the “Packet Letter” 
mark, there is also the “BBAY SHIP Pge NOT PAID” mark as well, and 
this combination presumably meant that it was for a letter sent unpaid 
by “Packet”, and letters sent unpaid by “Ship” had only the latter mark, 
hereafter illustrated, and the “Packet Letter” mark was not used in that 
case. 


“Private Ship” 

The designs adopted for ship conveyance were peculiar to each 
Presidency, as will be seen from the following specimens:— 
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Calcutta 

1816-17 

(Red) 


( KING’S. SEA^l 

T rosr? paid 


CALCUTTA ) 


Bombay 

1816-17 

(Black) 


(BBAY SHIPP° E NOT PAID) 



In 1817, an unusual mistake occurred when, in carving out the hand- 
struck woodcut, the carver created the spelling error “LETER”, one “T” 
having been omitted in the manufacture of the impression stamp 
reproduced below:— 



Madras 

1817 

(Black) 


This mark appears on letters from Madras in 1817, and there is no 
way of knowing how many letters were stamped with this variety, but 
specimens have been seen during the period of July to October of that 
year. The stamp in use in 1818 was correctly spelt, and therefore the 
number of erroneously stamped letters must have been few, and those 
surviving today even fewer and all the more treasured. 

One further type of Ship Letter mark that should also be recorded 
as “King’s Post” is that applied on Man-of-War ships in 1816 in Madras, 
illustrated below:— 


Madras 

1816 

(White on 
black) 










• V1QNV i° 



Note 1. 


Letters from Calcutta without pre-payment of postage were 
stamped only with fhe “Calcutta Post Not Paid” mark, and this 
lends weight to the theory that the Calcutta Packet Letters 
without any secondary type of stamp, were, in fact, “post paid”. 



* > r | 

Note 2. The “Madras Ship Letter” marks in all cases seen by the writer 
are unaccompanied by any “Paid” or “Unpaid” mark, but all 
“Madras Packet Letter” and Man-of-War covers have had either 
one or . the other as well. 


General Post Office 


No General Post Office mark belonging to the King’s Post has been 
seen in use in Bombay, but such a mark has been used in Calcutta as 
a transit stamp. This mark is now illustrated. 



Calcutta 

1816-21 

(Red) 


IS MAS 

iQi& 


U 


•A 


@$T'§ 




' It will be noted that this mark is designed very similarly to the 
“Packet Letter” stamps, and this in itself suggests that it is a “King’s 
Post” mark. One copy has, however, been seen in use in 1821, which 
might infer that it was really a “Company” mark, but it is far more likely 
that this is not so, but that the stamp was continued in use by the 
Company after the repeal of the 1815 Act, and pending the introduction 
of an alternative stamp. The stamp has been seen on letters in transit 
both from the interior to England, and on letters transhipped at Calcutta 
from one place overseas to another. 

. ud '• "" uv • ’ ;• 

A'General Post Office receipt stamp has also been seen in use in 

j 5 

Madras, on the same cover of 1819 that bore the part of the broken 
“King’s Postage” .stamp, and this too may be a “King’s Post” mark, as 
it has not been .seen elsewhere. It’s design is:— - 


Madras 
1819 
(Black) 

Inland “King’s Post” marks? 

There has been a suggestion that a stamp of unusual design, adopted 
at Palamcottah ini 1819 in mauve ink, is also a “King’s Post” mark. Whilst 
it is agreed that the mark was in use during the currency of the King’s 
Post, the only reason why it is connected with it, is that in the centre 
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of the mark there is what appears to be a crown, according to the illus¬ 
tration previously recorded, and now reproduced:— 




The writer had never believed that there was an “internal” Kings 
Post, as the Act of 1815 made it quite clear that only Sea postage would 
be payable to the English Post Office, and the Company would still be 
entitled to postage for inland conveyance. The best that he could believe, 
was that the “crown” was merely an expression of artistic taste on the 
part of the stamp-cutter. 

From an examination of a number of covers with this mark, it now 
becomes apparent that the “crown” is not in fact a crown at all, but is 
a small five-pointed star, which in some copies has become smudged 
when being impressed, so that the five points in some cases become com¬ 
pletely joined up to form a pentagon. Reproduced below are several 
stars in various states of smudging to illustrate this point: 


-*v * * * 

o 


From a clear impression of the mark, the design is now correctly 
recorded, having been used in Mauve in 1819-20 and in Black in 1823, 
according to the copies seen recently:— 


**5 



The origin of the design of this mark is not in the King’s Post, but 
in the Pondicherry mark of identical design from 1794 to 1818, and 
another example of the same type has been seen used at Cuddapah in 
1818, both examples being reproduced in the Catalogue at the end of this 
volume. 

Further, examination of the Palamcottah covers reveals that they 
are all from Palamcottah to other places inside India, usually to Tanjore, 
and generally from one chaplain to another, and had therefore no con¬ 
nection with any of the King’s Services in any way. The theory that 
there were also internal King’s Post marks therefore falls completely to 
the ground in face of the evidence now produced. 
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INDIA PACKET & SHIP LETTERS BEFORE 1837 


CHAPTER VI 

Little has been recorded concerning the carriage of mails by water 
prior to 1837, but much of interest can be ascertained from a study of 
the many different handstruck markings on letters despatched in the 
earlier years. 

As mentioned earlier, it was from the Royal Charter granted to the 
Hon. East India Company in 1600 that the first connection between India 
and England sprang. The only means of communication between the two 
countries was by sea via the Cape of Good Hope in the Company’s vessels, 
more commonly known as the “East Indiamen”. These sailing vessels 
carried what little mail there may have been in these early days, though 
until shortly before 1807 no handstruck mark was applied in India to 
denote ship carriage. 

The first “Ship Mark” was in circular form used in Calcutta (Fig. 
S. 9) from before 1807 until 1836, and no similar mark seems to have been 
used at any other Indian port. In fact, this mark seems to have been 
used only on incoming mail to Calcutta, though it was sometimes applied 
to letters posted from departing ships back to Calcutta as they left the 
Sandheads at the mouth of the River Hooghly. 

Although in many cases mails to and from Calcutta were carried 
right from or to that port by river, a practice developed of off-loading 
mail from incoming ships at the first landfall before Calcutta, namely, 
Kedgeree, and for the mails then to be sent to Calcutta either by Dawk 
runner, horse or Dawk boat, to enable a more speedy delivery. Likewise 
mails for outgoing ships that were not embarked at Calcutta, were trans¬ 
mitted to Kedgeree, and letters from overseas, but with destinations also 
elsewhere overseas, were transhipped from one ship to another at the same 
place. All these letters passed through the Kedgeree Post Office, and 
from as early as 1817 and upto at least 1857, these letters were stam(ped 
with the "KedgereeShip Letter” stamp (Fig. S. 13) or the “KedgereejPost 
Gfflce'Ship Letter” stamp (Fig. S. 14) 

For outgoing mails, the first special ship handstruck marking appears 
to have been used in 1816y when the “King’s Post” ship and packet marks, 
fully described in the preceding chapter, were introduced. In 1819 the 
new Post Office Act superseded the provisions of the 1815 Act, and one 
would expect to find fresh ship letter marks in use for despatch stamps 
almost immediately, and well there may have been, but so far the 
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earliest date of use of-the next series of stamps is 1822, when the former 
“Madras Ship Letter” stamp (Fig. S. 2) was again used, but with the 
addition of letters “G.P.O.” in the centre (Fig. S. 4). This, continued from 
1822 upto 1837. 

Calcutta, in 1820, introduced a receipt stamp in a frame with the 
inscription of “IndjPtge” in the upper half and “Ship Do” in the bottom 
section. This was followed in 1821 with a very crude unframed receipt 
stamp “INLd Ptg|Ship Do” (Fig. S. 15) and in 1828 a despatch stamp, 
quite unlike the “King’s Post” mark, appeared being the “CALCUTTA! 
G.P.O.)JShip Letter|Date” mark (Fig. S. 11). 

Bombay does not seem to have used any Ship Letter marking exclu¬ 
sive to that Presidency after 1819 until 1831, from which date there 
were a variety in use. 

All letters from between 1815 and 1843 were, on arrival in Great 
Britain, marked with one of the “India Letter” stamps of which there 
were over 80, each recording the name of the port of arrival, many of 
the ports having adopted a variety of designs and types of lettering. For 
example, the name of the port “Deal” is in italics in some cases, and in 
block lettering in others, whilst “Portsmouth” usually adopted a single 
outer frame, but sometimes a double frame was used. A special collec¬ 
tion of these marks alone would make a very interesting supplement to 
a collection of Indian Handstruck Postage stamps, with which they are 
closely connected. It must, however, be remembered that these marks 
were applied in Great Britain, and as such, they are not really Indian 
stamps. 

It is convenient here to mention the introduction of Steamships. 

The first steamship voyage was made by Fulton in 1807, and the Atlantic 
was first crossed in 1819. It was not, however, until 1825 that the first 
steamship voyage to India was undertaken by the “Enterprise” round 
the Cape, taking some 113 days in the effort, and disappointing the pro¬ 
motors in its, performance, as adverse weather conditions not only caused 
delay in the journey, but were the cause of the fuel cost being much 
higher than was expected. In connection with this voyage, the follow¬ 
ing appeared in the Calcutta press on 27th December, 1825: 

“Notice is hereby given, that Packets are open at the General Post 
Office for the receipt of Letters for Rangoon and Prome to be 
sent by the “Enterprise”, Capt. Johnstone, expected to sail in a 
few days”. 


In 1808 the introduction of a “Bounty” payable to Ship’s Captains 
was made, to encourage them to deliver letters that had been entrusted 
to them. The rate was one 1 anna per letter on safe delivery at any of the 
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por.ts of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, except for letters that travelled free 
of postage, and the bounty was to be forfeited in cases of neglect. 
T.he rate was to apply to letters from Europe, Africa, America, 'or any 
part, of .Asia with which there was no land communication. In 1830, a 
half-anna bounty was adopted for letters brought to India from Ceylon or 
Java, and on letters for Bengal which were transhipped at Madras or 
elsewhere; the Commanders of the Ships in which the letters were origi¬ 
nally embarked in Europe etc.,, were) to receive the one anna fee, and the 
Captains of the ships carrying the letters for the < shorter and latter part 
of the voyage to Bengal could only claim half an anna. To cover the 
second charge, the addressees had to pay an additional surcharge of a 
half-anna, as “Transfer Fee”. 


The “Packet” and “Ship” letter stamps are intriguing in design and 
variety and the contents of many of the letters themselves are of equal 
interest, often describing stirring events of the times, insights to the 
postal services, and the markings also serve as a guide now to the time 
then taken in transit, not to mention the rates of postage applied. A 
case in point is found in a letter from “Midnapore” despatched on the 
11th April, 1834, to Perthshire, passing through Calcutta and Falmouth. 
The writer explains that the letter is to be despatched by the first Steam¬ 
boat from Calcutta via the Suez overland route to the Mediterranean, 
and that he has only been allowed to pay postage on it as far as Suez, 
and, thereafter, it will necessarily travel “bearing”. He goes on to ask 
to be informed of the date of arrival in England, so as to judge the saving 
in time of transit involved in the new route. The English date stamp, 
however, is 6th. November, 1834, giving evidence that, in spite of the 
shorter route by steamer, the letter still took on this occasion nearly- 7 
months to arrive at its destination! The ship in question was, of course 
the “Forbes”, and a letter not exceeding one sicca weight cost one rupee, 
and no letters were allowed to be “free franked” by privileged persons 
if sent by this vessel. Since the rates for Overland route from India to 
England from 1830 had been as much as four rupees for a single letter, 
a large reduction was achieved in 1834. 


Ship rates 

Before leaving these early ship letters it is desirable to make some 
special reference to the rates charged from time to time for their carriage. 
Generally these rates refer to the cost of postage for the actual sea 
journey, which might be payable in the United Kingdom, Europe or 
elsewhere abroad, or in India itself. A second form of Ship Postage 
was present in India at the same time in respect of incoming letters 
Here the fee was much smaller usually two annas a single letter, and 
out of this fee the Captain’s bounty was recovered. Usually a special 
ship postage stamp was used at the port of entry which not only recorded 
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the ship postage due, but the inland postage as well (Fig. S. 16), but 
in some cases the postage due will only be seen as a manuscript endorse¬ 
ment on the letter. In most cases too, the Captain’s bounty forms part 
of the total Ship postage charge, but in a few cases covers have been 
seen where the bounty has been specifically stated separately. 



In the rates given hereafter, both forms of postage rates have been 
combined in cronological order for the sake of convenience. Also the 
rates applicable after 1837 have been recorded in this chapter, so as to 
have all the rates in one place, although the following chapter deals in 
detail with the Ship and Steam Letters after 1837. 


1774. The first reference to rates is contained in Bye-rule No. 3 of the 
Plan of Warren Hastings for the establishment of a General Post Office 
in Bengal mentioned in the Consultations of 1774 (Appendix B), where 
it is recorded that, in future, Letters coming by sea shall be rated at 
half postage, that is, for every 100 miles, 1 anna. This, however, refers 
to the inland journey in India, subsequent to the sea voyage. 


1786. Exactly similar provision was made at Madras, at the rate of 1 
fanam per single letter, 1£ fanams for double, and 2 fanams for treble 
letters. 

1793. Ship letters from Bombay to Europe were subject to sea postage 
of:— 

Rs. 4 for letters weighing upto 2 ounces 
Rs. 9 ” ” ” ” 3 

Rs. 16 ” ” ” ” 4 

Rs. 25 ” ” ” ” 5 

Rs. 36 ” ” . "6 

1798. The Bombay Government organised a letter despatch from India 
to England via Bussora, that is by the Persian Gulf, with postage payable 
on delivery at the tremendous rates set out below:— 

Single letter weighing £ of a rupee Rs. 10 

„ „ £ of a rupee Rs. 15 

„ „ 1 rupee Rs. 20 

In the same year notification was made of this route in Madras, 
charges being levied at 3£ Pagodas for a single letter weighing one 
quarter of a rupee, and 7 Pagodas for those weighing one rupee. 

A fee of 4 annas for every Single Ship Letter,, imported or exported, 
delivered at Calcutta was levied (Appendix G) and for letters beyond 
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the Presidency half this fee was payable in. addition to the usual inland 
postage. The reward of 1 anna was still payable for delivery of Ship 
Letters to the Post Office. 

1802. Postage on all Europe and Ship Letters in Calcutta was levied 
on the following scale (Appendix H):— 

Letters weighing less than 1 Sicca Weight 


On all above 8 

Outstation letters paid the same fee plus the ordinary inland postage. 


2 annas 
4 „ 

8 „ 

0 rupee 
0 „ 


1808. The Madi'as Government Advertisement of 1808 (Appendix J) 
records the current ship postage as:— 


Single letters weighing not more than 1 rupee 

ji >> f* y> 

» » » )> J9 2 ” 


3 fanams 
4 $ 

6 


>> 


» 


” ” ” 2£ ” 


n 


and so on at the rate of U fanams for every additional half rupee weight 
up to 12 rupees when they became packets, the postage for which was 
one Pagoda. Inland postage where applicable was payable in addition. 

To encourage the bringing of ship letters to the Post Office, a reward 
of 1 fanam was paid to anyone bringing a letter there. 

The 1802 rates were continued in Bengal except that:— 
letters over 8 to 16 Sicca weight paid 2 rupees and 
” ”. 16 to 25 ” ” ” 3 „ 

and so on at the rate of 2 annas for each sicca weight above 25 in addi¬ 
tion to any inland postage due (Appendix I). 

1809. For Ship and Europe letters not exceeding 8 Sicca weight, no 
additional postage was collected for inland journeys above what was 
ordinarily payable to Cawnpore, irrespective of the extra distance the 
utimate destination might be beyond Cawnpore (Appendix K). 


Letters over 8 Sicca weight were to be despatched by Banghy at 
Banghy rates, but if sent, by request, by letter mail, no concession was 
allowed for distance beyond Cawnpore. 

1813. Rs. 10, Rs. 15 and Rs. 20 postage was paid on letters weighing 1, 
4 and 1 sicca rupee respectively sent from India to England via Bagdad. 
Smyrna and Malta (Appendix L). 


/ 
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Also, single letters from:— 

India to Bagdad, Aleppo and Smyrna paid Rs. 4 
India to Constantinople and Malta paid Rs. 6 



and letters to Busheer and Bussorah paid the Ship Postage plus the. 
ordinary letter rate from Calcutta to Bombay. 


1815. During the life of the Post Office Act, 1815, when the British Post 
Office attempted to control the Indian mail, the somewhat heavy rates 
set out below were levied:— 


By “packet”. 3|6d for a single letter weighing less than 1 oz. 

By “private ship”. 1 [2d outwards, 8d inwards per single letter. 

Of the 3 6 rate, l|2d was paid to the ship, and 2d was paid to the 
ship’s commander. In studying the manuscript markings on the covers 
of this time, one finds different figures of l|2d, l|4d, 2l2d and 2|4d as well 
as 3{6d. The reason for these different figures is the method adopted by 
whoever marked the mails, in some cases showing the ship postage 
separate, namely, l|2d, or sometimes with the commander’s fee added, 
making l!4d; the 2j2d and 2|4d being the Government fee either without 
or with the commander’s fee included. 

* 

1830. Imported letters were according to weights of 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8 
siccas, charged 1, 2, 3, 6, 8 and 10 annas, and an extra 2 annas for every 
additional sicca weight thereafter upto 21. (Appendix P). 

Letters despatched by the Overland Mail were charged four rupees 
for every sicca weight, upto a maximum of 20 sicca weight. In addition, 
the full postage from Calcutta to Bombay was payable. 

1832. The inland ship rates were substantially increased, on letters of 
1 and 2 sicca weight, to 3 and 6 annas, and thereafter for every additional 
sicca weight upto 21, the rates were increased by 2 and 3 annas alter¬ 
natively at each stage. (Appendix Q). 

1834. Rates from Calcutta by steamship to the United Kingdom, via 
Suez were, for letters of 1, 2, and 3 sicca weight, Rs. 1, 2, and,3, with a 
further one rupee per every additional sicca weight thereafter upto 21. 

1837. The Post Office Act in India (Appendix R) provided for ships’ 
commanders to receive 1 anna for every letter brought by sea and handed 
over to the Post Office, except for letters being transhipped, for which 
the fee was •£- anna. Further, a fee of 3 annas was payable on imported 
letters upto 3 tolas, and a further 1 anna per tola thereafter. For letters' 
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exported, the postage rate was 2 annas for letters weighing up to 3 tolas 
and 1 anna for every tola extra. 


1839. From England to India via Marseilles, the British rate was lilOd 
per 2 ounce, up to 1 ounce and then 3|8d for every extra ounce or part 
ounce. The Foreign rate of lOd was, however, based on 4 ounce and 
increased uniformly for every additional quarter ounce. Unless the rates 
are broken down in each case between British and Foreign charges, it 
is difficult to follow how the total charges have been made in comparison 
with the weight in each case. The following table of British Packet 
rates via Marseilles will help, however, to make the picture clearer-.'— 



Not 

exceeding 



4 oz. 

i i 

4 - 2 

OZ 

4-f 

oz 

4 1 

oz 

1—H 

oz 

V-A 

° 1 

N 1 

12 oz. 

British 

1.10 

1.10 

3. 8 

3. 8 

7. 4 

7. 4 

£2. 4.- 

Foreign 

10 

1. 8 

2. 6 

3. 4 

4. 2 

5. - 

2. 


2. 8 

3. 6 

6. 2 

7. - 

11. 6 

12. 4 

£4. 4.- 


The charges were higher if the carrying vessel were French, but the 
same principle was applied. The British rate remained at ljlOd. but the 
Foreign rate was increased to 110£d. and the charges were therefore:— 

Not 

exceeding 



4 oz. 

4-4 

oz. 

1 _ 3 

2 - 4 

oz. 

3-1 

oz. 

1-14 

oz. 

14-14 

oz. 

12 oz. 

British 

1.10 

1.10 

3. 8 

3. 8 

7. 4 

7. 4 

£2. 4.- 

Foreign 

l.lCi 

3. 9 

5. 7* 

7. 6 

9. 44 

11. 3 

4.10,- 


3. 8* 

5. 7 

9. 34 

11. 2 

16. 84 

18. 7 

"t 

£6.14.- 


If the mails were specially sent through Falmouth, the fee was then 
1|- for the first half ounce, 2J- for the first ounce and proportionately 
thereafter for every extra ounce or part thereof. For letters sent by 
this route, the following rates were therefore charged:— 
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Not 

exceeding 


-4 oz. 

i—i 


.1_3 

2 — 4 

3 1 

4 —1 

1 —u 

l-i-H 

12 

oz. 


oz. 


OZ. 

oz. 

oz. 

oz. 



11 - • 

11 - 


21 - 

2 i- ' 

4 1 - 

41- 

.£ 1 . 

1 •*- 

4.- 

This 

same charge 

was in 

practice 

also made 

on mails 

/ 

sent 

via 

Southampton. 








1843. The rates for British Packets via Marseilles were in this year 

once 

again altered, when they became:— 






■\ oz. 

4— t 

1 3 

2 - 4 

1-1 

1 —It H —1 

^ 12 oz. 





oz. 

OZ. 

oz. 

oz. oz. 




British 

1. 5 

1. 5 

2.10 

2.10 

5. 8 5. 8 

£1.14.- 



Foreign 

5 

10 

1. 3 

1 . 8 

2 . 1 2 . 6 

1 . 




1.10 

2. 3 

4.1 

4. 6 

7. 9 8 . 2 

£2.14.- 




% 












SHIP & STEAMER LETTERS 
after 1837 

CHAPTER VII 

In 1837 the Post Office Act No. XVII laid down certain rules for 
Steam and Ship letters, and the rates to be charged therefor, which are 
summarised below. 

Steam Letters. All letters carried by a Government Steamer had to 
be stamped “STEAM LETTER”, bearing the name of the General Post 
Office, the date of the month and the year and the word “Paid” or 
“Bearing”. Further, the stamp was to be octagonal in shape with a 
diameter of H inches. 

In the case of outgoing mail despatched by sea, the steam postage had 
to be paid in advance, in addition to any inland postage leviable, and 
where the postage was paid the Hand-struck Stamp, referred to in the 
preceding paragraph, was applied in red and included the word “Paid”, 
and the rate was added in manuscript. 

For mail received from Seaward at any General Post Office in India, 
a similar stamp was to be applied, but in these (cases, the stamp contained 
the word “Bearing”, with the rate in manuscript, and was impressed in 
black. 

Ship Letters. All other letters carried by ship and not by Govern¬ 
ment Steamer were to be stamped with a square stamp of the same 
dimensions and with the same particulars, except that for “Steam Letter” 
the words “SHIP LETTER” were to be used. 

The same rules applied regarding prepayment of postage on the 
outgoing mail, and the stamping of incoming letters with “Bearing” as in 
the case of the Steam Letters, including the use of red and black ink for 
the former and latter respectively. 

A number of different types of Steam and Ship letter marks were 
used, a selection of which has been given in a separate plate and generally 
the rules for the design and wording appear to have been followed in 
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras from the time of the introduction of the 
Post Office Act, but there are some variations in some of the markings, 
as are instanced hereafter. 

Steam Letters Bearing. The “Paid” stamps for Calcutta and Madras are 
octagonal in shape (Figs. S.18 & S.21), but the “Steam Letter Bearing” 
stamps for these two ports and. for Bombay ah have hollow corners 
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instead of being purely octagonal (Fig. S.22). This same curious feature 
is also found in the rather different “Calcutta Steam Letter” mark used 
from 1841 and 1861 containing the words “Steam Bg” and “Indian Do”. 
This stamp brings in for the first time the use of the word “Indian” in 
place of the more general word “Inland” previously adopted. One pre¬ 
sumes that although red ink was to be used for “Paid” stamps and black 
for “Bearing”, the introduction of the hollow corners was done delibe¬ 
rately to assist in easy recognition in case the wrong colour of ink were 
used by mistake. The Post Office Act does not seem, to have included any 
instructions regarding the use of hollow corners, and it is therefore likely 
that separate written instructions were sent to Calcutta, Madras and 
Bombay on the subject, which resulted in a uniform practice being 
adopted in all three cities. 

Madras. The Madras “Outstation Ship Letter” stamp in its oval 
frame (Fig S.6) introduced in 1825 for application in Madras to all letters 
received for sea transit from upcountry towns, continued to be used 
until 1844. 


Calcutta. The “Calcutta Ship Letter” marks introduced prior to the 
Act in 1828 (36 mm) Fig. S.ll and 1838 (39 mm) Fig. S.12 continued to 
be used right up to 1854. The stamps included in the centre “G.P.O.” but 
did not have either the word “Paid” or “Bearing” included. Further, 
although black and red stamps are found during the same period, they 
were not applied according to whether the fee had been paid or otherwise, 
or whether the mails were inward or outward bound. They were in fact 
applied in red and black over specific periods for each dimension of 
stamp as follows 


1828 to 1834 36 
1834 to 1840 39 
1838 to 1854 39 
1847 to 1854 36 


mm 

(Fig. 

mm 

(Fig. 

mm 

(Fig. 

mm 

(Fig. 


511) in black 

512) in black 
SI2) in red 
Sll) in red 


Concurrently with the use of these stamps, other stamps were in use 
in Calcutta that did conform in every way to the rules laid down, though 
why both types were used at the same time is a mystery. 


Many changes were taking place at this period, and from 1837 
onwards, new post office regulations were introduced to facilitate the 
°hip and overland postage services. ImMay, 1838 the public were advised 
i° superscribe their letters “via Marseilles” as such letters would be 
|nade up into separate packets and forwarded to Her Majesty’s Consul 
e neral in Egypt, who would ship them on board the French Steamers. 
,n orc * er for them to be transmitted to England through France. If letters 
Were n °t so endorsed, they would not be sent by the Overland route. 
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To improve this overland route, a special Post Office Convention 
between France and Britain was drawn up and signed by both countries 
on the 10th May 1839. By this agreement, mails sent from England to 
Calais, were conveyed across France to Marseilles, and from that port 
were transmitted to Alexandria either by British packet or by a French 
packet, for which the different rates recorded in the preceding chapter 
were applicable. Homeward mails were packed in separate iron boxes 
at Alexandria, one for conveyance “via Marseilles” and one for convey¬ 
ance “via Falmouth”. Red Sea postage in all cases was to be collected 
by the Post Office in India, and in the* event of the conveyance of French 
mails by British Packets in the Mediterranean, going to French posses¬ 
sions in India, the French Post Office would account direct to the British 
Post Office. 


As the mails were liable to be transhipped at Malta, as well as across 
the Suez area to steamers bound for India, elaborate programmes had to 
be worked out by the Post Office authorities to ensure that mails did not 
wait unduly long at any one point en route, and lists of sailing dates of 
ships between India and Egypt and times of departures of cross-Medi¬ 
terranean ships were published at intervals, covering the period of sevei al 
months in advance. 

With regard to, the postage between India and the Red Sea befoie the 
year 1840, letters weighing f, 14, 2, and 24 tolas, were charged 9 annas, 
Re Ik Rs. 1110, and Rs. 2 respectively, with a further 9 annas per every 
addition % of a tola. In January 1840 these rates were then changed to 9 
annas, Rs. lj-, Rs. 2 and Rs! 3 for letters weighing 1J, 24, 5 and 74 tolas 
respectively and so on in proportion, two additional rates being charged 
for every additional weight of 24 tolas or any fraction of that weight. 

In 1844, notice was given of a system of optional pre-payment of 
British Postage in India on letters for places in Britain, but not for 
places in other countries, or which did not pass through the English Post 
Office. If the option was exercised, the letters had to be endorsed 
“BRITISH POSTAGE PREPAID” and “via Southampton”, as thisi system 
did not extend to the overland mails via Marseilles. The rates charged 
were to be at Re. lj- per ounce, though only 8 annas was the fee for 
letters not Weighing more than half an ounce. Whilst this system and 
postage charges applied first of all to Bombay, a special contract steamer 
conveyance was arranged in the following year with the P. '& O. Com¬ 
pany for letters to be carried at the same rates from Calcutta also, with 
pre-payment if desired. In a notification of the Calcutta General Post 
Office of the 17th. April, 1846 concerning this service, reference is made 
to “the new line of Packet Boats, recently put into operation under addi¬ 
tional contract by Her Majesty’s Government with the P. & O. Steam 
Navigation Company”, and to the “Pr^payWWlt’’ facilities available, 




52 


This is most likely the origin of the Madras and Bombay “B.P.P. [Paid 
stamps, meaning “British Packet Postage”, though the first use of these 
stamps, so far seen is in 1850. 

Presumably because more and more letters were going via Marseilles, 
in 1846 the rules regarding the endorsing of Overland mails were altered, 
by which “all letters posted for transmission to Europe by the Overland 
Mails (whether direct from Calcutta or via Bombay) will be sent by waj 
of Marseilles, if not otherwise specially superscribed . 

In November, 1850 the public were advised that Letters destined for 
the Northern Countries of Europe, if specially addressed “via Trieste 
would be separately packed, in order that they might be delivered to the 
Austrian Post Office, on arrival at Alexandria. The Red Sea rate of post¬ 
age had to be prepaid in all cases. 




“INDIA”, “INDIA PAID”, & “INDIA UNPAID”. 

CHAPTER VIII 

The Post Office records do not throw any light on why these marks 
were applied to letters, but from a study of many covers, it is safe to 
say that they were at first designed for use on foreign mail, and that 
they were only used on mail going from, or through, India to desti¬ 
nations outside, and not vice versa. 

The marks were mainly placed on letters which were originally 
despatched from India, but they are also found on letters which passed 
through India in transit. A cover possessed by the author, sent from 
Rangoon to Glasgow, but stamped in Calcutta with the “INDIA” mark 
Illustrates this fact, and letters from Australia passing through India 
to England are found similarly stamped. 

The stamps were undoubtedly put on at the ports in India and not 
on arrival at destination, as they are found on covers that not only went 
to England, but on letters sent to America and to various countries in 
Europe. 

The stamps reading “INDIA” only were designed in different shapes, 
and this was obviously done deliberately to distinguish the port at which 
they were used. For Bombay the frame was oval (Figs. 1.3 & 1.4) and 
for Calcutta it was rectangular (Fig. 1.5). 

The oval framed “India” (Fig. 1.3) measuring 20 x 38 mm. was 
marked in black for the two years of 1837-38 only, and from 1838 to 
1856 it was used in red. Although it was for use at Bombay only, two 
copies, one black and one red, in the author’s collection, have been found 
on letters posted from Madras. There is nothing on either of the covers 
to indicate that they passed through Bombay in transit, and’ if they were 
stamped in Madras, they are varieties worthy of segregation. However, 
several other covers similarly despatched from Madras, bearing the same 
mark, have been examined and in these cases it has been noted that they 
have also been endorsed in manuscript “Overland via Bombay”. It is 
most likely that these covers were marked with the oval in Bombay in 
transit, and since it is impossible to say now that the other two covers 
without the manuscript endorsement did not pass through Bombay also, 
one cannot rule out altogether the chance that they, too, weie stamped 
in Bombay. In fact, they very likely were! Letters from Madras with 
this mark are known between the years of 1840 and 1844, but these dates 
may be far from comprehensive. 

The oval framed “INDIA” (Fig. 1.4) is of a different size, 26 x 36 mm. 
and is found impressed in various shades of pink and red ink. This 
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size does not appear to have been used on any covers emanating from 
Madras. 

' y t 

The Calcutta mark (Fig. 1.5) has not been found in use elsewhere, 
but is found in three different dimensions, namely:— 


18 x 34 mm. 
13 x 34 mm. 
13 x 39 mm. 


Its use continued from 1838 to 1861, according to covers seen, but 
it cannot be ruled out that the date of introduction was also in 1837, 
the year in which the Post Office Act commenced. 

A variety of considerable rarity has been recorded as being in use 
10 m February to August, 1846, .where the word “India” in the rectangle 
appears as “INDI”, the final “A” being omitted. There is, however, a 
blank space where the “A” should be, the other four letters being 
to the left of the rectangular frame. From a careful examination 
of covers with this mark, the author puts forward the following possible 
reasons for its appearance:— 

(a) The stamp was originally correctly worded, and through long use, 
the last letter “A” became worn, broken away or clogged, so 
that it failed to register its impression on each occasion that the 
stamp was used, or 

(b) The stampcutter was required to make a new stamp to replace 
a much used or broken stamp and was given an impression of 
the latter from which to copy. If the “A” at the end had failed 
to record, the stampcutter, most probably illiterate, would not 
have realised that the impression was defective. The result 
would then have been the cutting of a new stamp which, whilst 
being an exact copy of the defective impression, would only 
have four letters in the rectangular frame. 

The presence of a tiny ink spot on one cover where the right hand 
foot of the missing “A” would have been, tends to support the former 
theory outlined above, and if so, it took six months for the post office 
to detect and renew the old defective stamp. 

One other rectangular framed “INDIA” mark is known to have been 
used much earlier, impressed in black,, and measuring 11 x 28 mm. only. 
Robson Lowe recorded this mark in his earlier “HandStruck” publication 
for the period 1823 to 1838, but has omitted it altogether from current 
Encyclopaedia. The reason for this omission is not known, but possibly 
it may have been due to some doubt as to whether the mark existed, 
or whether it had been confused with the other “India” marks. A cover 
since discovered shows that it not only existed, but was used as far back 
as 1820 in Madras, and not at Calcutta (Fig. 1.1). 
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The “INDIA PAID” (Figs. 16- & 7) and “INDIA UNPAID” (Figs. 
1.9 & 10) in one or two lines in a rectangle appear to-have been used 
both at Bombay and Calcutta, “paid” stamps being marked in red ink 
and “unpaid” in black. They appear to have been introduced some It) 
years after the “INDIA” marks, but the latter were not discontinued, and 
both types of wording seem to have been used concurrently right up to 
the early 1860s. The “India Paid” marks in one line have been • seen 
in various dimensions. The early Calcutta marks were 13 x 40 mm. in 
Pmk, Orange and Red, but later marks and those used elsewhere than 
Calcutta have been seen with the following measurements:— 



8 x 37 mm. 

9 x 36 mm. 
.6 x 27 mm. 
17 x 29 mm. 


From an examination of many covers stamped with the “India Paid” 
mark in one line, it appears that this mark was not necessarily put on 
exclusively in Calcutta or Bombay, but was stamped on at the out- 
station town at the same time that it received the “Town” stamp, as the 
colour and shade of the ink of the two marks is identical in each case. 
In fact, a cover has been seen despatched from a British Post Office in 
the Dutch East Indies bearing the “India Paid” stamp in orange, very 
pale, and exactly similar in shade to the town stamp “FRANCO'j 
DJOKJAKARTA”. 

In the Madras Presidency, a special mark was used, not found in 
Calcutta or Bombay, in the shape of a crescent containing the words 
“India Paid” in red (Fig. 1.8) or “India Unpaid” in black (Fig. HI). 
The paid marks, on covers possessed, -range from 1841 to 1865, a much 
longer period than has been recorded previously. The “Unpaid” marks 
range from 1858 to 1861. The same observation has been made regard¬ 
ing the shade of ink of the crescent ‘'Paid” marks, and these too seem 
to have been put on in the different local towns. A superb copy in 
Salmon Pink matching the town stamp of “Cannanore” illustrates this 
point. 


The only “India Unpaid” in one line in a rectangle seen by the author 
measured 11 x 42 mm. but other sizes are known, including the rect¬ 
angular frame with “India Unpaid” in two lines. If collectors have any 
examples of such marks, details would be appreciated. 


The “India Unpaid” marks were only used after the introduction of 
the adhesive stamps, and were only applied when adhesives had not 
been affixed. They took the place of the pre-adhesive “Bearing” marks. 
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There is one other mark, of earlier origin, that should be mentioned 
here. This is the “UNPAID” (Fig. 1.2) in an oblong frame with rounded 
comers, used in black only, and previously believed to be in use in 1816 
only. This mark has since been found also on a cover bearing the rare 
“Madras Packet Letter” stamp dated 1818, and another example used in 
1817 was recently included in an auction of these early covers. It is 
thought that this mark was solely used in Madras, since no examples 
have been found on covers from elsewhere. 

Before passing on from these interesting little marks, it should be 
mentioned also that some covers bear the “INDIA PAID” marks both in 
the crescent frame and in the rectangular shape, one being put on at 
the original outstation town, and the second at the port of departure 
from India. 




COLLECTION OF POSTAGE DUES 
CHAPTER IX 

The collection of postage dues in India under the Company rule 
depended on three main factors; first there was the distance of the 
journey involved, about which reference has been made earlier. Then 
there was the weight of the letter, and finally the currency adopted in 
the particular Presidency concerned. Thereafter, the only consideration 
was the method of payment and whether it was to be pre-paid or 
collected on delivery. All these aspects are now dealt with in turn. 

Weight. 

Whilst some attention has been given to size of the letter, postage 
charges in India from the beginning of the Company’s activities have 
been based on weight. 

Reference to the weight is to be found in a number of the handstruck 
postage stamps, and where this is represented as “Tolas” which is the 
most common, it refers to a weight that has been in use in India for 
decades, being most convenient for trading purposes, since it was the 
weight of a rupee, and a standard weight was therefore always readily 
available. Stamps with the inclusion of “Tola” are to be found through¬ 
out India, though for some periods in certain areas of Bengal this has 
been replaced by “Ounces” and “Sicca Rupee”. 

Since most of the Bengal postal regulations refer to weight of letters 
in “sicca rupees”, it is natural that these words should be found, even 
if in abbreviated form of “Sa. Wt.” meaning sicca weight, in a number 
of the stamps used in Bengal. Examples of these stamps come from 
Deenajpoor in 1823, Backergunge 1825, Poornea 1825-26, Nuddea 1829, 
Cuttack 1832, and also Tipperah sometime in the 1820s. This description 
of weight has also been seen in a separate rectangular stamp “Post Paid; 
Sa. Wt.|Rs. As.” applied to two covers from Mymunsing and Burdwan 
between 1823 and 1831, and in a similar but double framed rectangle in 
1825 on a letter from Chittagong. 

The only reference to “Ounces” appears in a rather indistinct mark 
on a cover of 1795 used in Bengal which includes what appears to be 
“OZ.D” and one can only conclude that this means the weight in “ounces” 
and “pennyweights”. 

Currency. 

It is convenient to mention here that postage within the Madras 
Presidency was charged in the early days in Cash, Fan»ms, or Pagodas. 
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and this continued until 1818, when annas and rupees were adopted 
througout India. There were at this time a variety of “Pagodas”, the 
one in use in Madras being a Star Pagoda, made up of 42 fanams. There 
were 80 Cash in 1 Fanam, and 12 Fanams in I Rupee. The rates of 
exchange were constantly fluctuating, but, in 1781, Rs. 375 (Arcot) equalled 
100 Star Pagodas. 

Although Bengal also had a Pagoda, the Sun Pagoda, as far as the 
postal system was concerned, the charges were based on the Sicca Rupee, 
made up of 16 Annas, each anna being worth 4 Pice or 12 Pies. Bombay 
were using denominations of Portuguese origin, namely Reis and 
Quarters, 100 Reis making up 1 Quarter and 4 Quarters being 1 Bombay 
Rupee. 

Hobson-Jobson stated that the Bombay Rupee was adapted from 
that of Surat and weighed 178 grains in 1800 and its pure silver was 
nearly 165 grains. The Bengal Sicca rupee weighed 192 grains and 
contained 176 grains of pure silver, while the Arcot rupee varied from 
171 to 177 grains in weight and had from 160 to 170 grains of pure silver. 

Payment of Postage. 

In Bengal special regulations existed to cover the actual payment 
of postage dues at the Post Office, which as time passed, underwent 
modification. In 1774, Bye-Rule 9 of the Post Office plan provided “for 
the immediate striking of small copper tickets to be received at the rate 
of 2 annas each, for the facility of paying postage on letters, but only 
to pass at the post office.” 

In 1785 this was qualified by an instruction that “no copper pice 
will be received or tendered in exchange at the General Post Office after 
the 30th September, for more than one Anna • •.. and that small silver 
coins shall be struck off and issued from the Mint to the Post Master 
General for the purpose of settlement.” 

This was followed by even more elaborate rules published on the 
30th November, 1796, reading:— 

The following Regulations in respect to the receipts of the Postage 
at the General Post Office have been ordered by the Honorable the 
Governor General in Council. 

1st. That the Postage on all Letters, whether in Calcutta, or 
at the Subordinates shall according to former Orders of Government 
be paid in Sicca coin, agreeable to the currency at Calcutta and at 
the established rate as fixed by the Government. 
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2d. That in cases where the Postage on Letters sent by 
any individual does not exceed one, two or three Sicca Rupees, it 
is to be paid either in Silver or Copper, or in both, at the option 
of the person who sends them. 

3d. That the Postage of Letters exceeding three Sicca Rupees, 
shall be paid in Gold.” 



Evidently the work of the post office was held up through the neces¬ 
sity of giving change, and to relieve it of this work, the General Post 
Office issued on the 1st October, 1809, the following order:— 

“The Honorable the Vice President in Council having taken under 
consideration, the delays occasioned to the Business at the General 
Post Office, by giving change for Rupees offered in Payment of 
Postage, has resolved that this practice shall be discontinued, but at 
the same time to relieve the Public from the inconvenience of having 
their Letters rejected for want of the exact sum assessed at the 
Office, and from the loss sustained by exchanging the superior coins 
in the Bazar, has further determined that a Treasury Podar shall 
attend daily at an Office to be erected contiguous to the entrance 
Door of the Post Office during the hours allotted for the receipt and 
delivery of Letters for the purpose of exchanging Rupees into Pice 
at the established rate of sixty-four per Rupee. Notice is hereby 
given that in conformity to the above Resolutions of Government, 
the practice of giving change at the General Post Office, will cease 
on the 15th of the Current Month, and the Treasury Podar will 
attend his Office on the succeeding day for the purposes above stated. 

The hours for the receipt and delivery of Letters are from 10 A.M. 
to 1 P.M. and from 3 to 6 P.M. for receipt only.” 


Reference has been made earlier to the fluctuation in rates of 
exchange, and presumably after the issue of the instructions of 1796 that 
postage, wherever payable, was to be based on the Sicca Rupee, difficul¬ 
ties must have arisen in making minor adjustments in local coin to arrive 
at the Sicca rupee value at the current rate. The difference in the 
rupee in the Upper Provinces was evidently not very great, and on the 
27th November, 1813, a further postal notice was published, namely:— 


“Notice is hereby given, by Command of his Excellency the Governor 
General in Council, Postage shall, after receipt of the present Order 
at the different Post Offices under this Presidency, be collected at 
Benares and Lucknow, and all other Places in the Upper Provinces, 
in their local established Currency at Par. without any Batta; and 
that the coins in which such Payments are made shall be considered 
as equivalent to Calcutta Sicca Rupees," 
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In September, 1827 the Post Office advised that Receivers at the Post 
Office could not give change for a Rupee, save when the Postage payable 
exceeded that figure. In all cases where the postage was less than one 
rupee, payment could only be made in copper, or in 4 or 8 anna silver 
pieces, according to the choice of the sender, but the exact amount had 
to be tendered. 

A further reference to coins was made in 1846 when the authorities 
declared that no Copper Coins of which the original inscription was 
illegible, could be received in payment of postage. 

Postage Stamps. 

Many of the handstruck postage stamps used in India include, in the 
design, words “Bearing”, “Post not Paid”, “Post Paid”, “Full Post Paid” 
or “Free” and “Service”, and although these should be grouped together 
in any collection, since they are contemporary in use, it is intriguing 
to examine why these different terms were used, 

“Bearing” and “Post Not Paid” marks 

In the early days it appears to have been left to the discretion of 
the sender as to whether he pre-paid. the postage or whether he sent 
the letter without paying, leaving it for the postal services, such as they 
were, to realise whatever fee was due from the addressee. An exception 
to this, referred to earlier, was of course in connection with the despatch 
of letters from one Presidency to another, when, at one time, even if the 
sender wished to pay the full postage right through, he could only pay 
the fee to the border of the Presidency. 

The practice of sending letters “Bearing” may have been irksome 
to the recipient on occasion, but it did have the advantage of making the 
courier “deliver the goods” before he earned the postage fee, with pay¬ 
ment only in the case of safe handing over to the correct person to whom 
it was addressed. If the addressee had left the place to which the letter 
was first sent, a further postage fee became payable, even where the 
initial postage had been pre-paid, and obviously this could not be collected 
before the transit to the new address took place, and in such cases the 
second journey went “bearing”. 

The disadvantage to the Post Office in accepting “bearing” letters 
was of course that they could not guarantee being paid on delivery of 
the letter at the correct address, as the addressee might refuse to accept 
the letters at all. To overcome this difficulty, the rules of both Bengal 
in 1774 and Madras in 1786 provided for the postage to be paid at the 
time that the letter was put into the post office, but this did not prevent 
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^/postage becoming due on inward sea mails, that passed through the port 
post offices in transit to an inland destination, on which postage could 
only be collected on delivery. The same applied to ship letters for 
delivery in Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, and that the post offices did 
suffer in collecting its dues, or in having its postmen delayed in making 
such collections, is evidenced by the insertion of notices in the press 
asking the public to co-operate by paying their postages due promptly, 
without delaying the postal peons. In 1800 the difficulty became so 
great in Bengal, that on the 22nd May, the Secretary to the Public 
Department at Fort William declared:— 


“The Post Master General having represented that both Europeans 
and Natives frequently refuse to receive and pay the postage on 
letters regularly addressed to them, under various pretences, notice 
is hereby given that in the event of any persons hereafter refusing 
to pay the postage on letters ot packets addressed to them, measures 
will be immediately taken to compel them to discharge the amount”. 


Trouble of this nature however continued, and in 1821, the Peons 
were instructed not to leave any letters with addressees without payment 
being made first, except in the case of Business Houses, who could make 
a cash deposit to the Post Office to exempt them from this rule. Finally 
the Post Office decided to take more drastic measures to put matters 
right, and no letters were thereafter delivered to any person who had 
failed to pay any postage when due, and this ban would continue until 
all past debts and dues had been met by the individual. If therefore 
the person wished to receive those letters he desired, he had no option 
but to pay the postage on those less desirable, but having done so, he 
could make a complaint in writing to the Post Office in the event of any 
apparent over-charge. 


The most delightfully worded notification was issued in 1845 on the 
conduct and civility to be observed by the postal peons, and, even if only 
ip the hope, that the same spirit, by the present servants of the post office, 
rpay be shown at times other than when anticipating Seasonal Gratuities, 
ft is reproduced here:— 


“The prevent all possibility of misunderstanding, and to enable all 
Parties to secure the prompt delivery of their letters bearing postage, 
the following rules, this day issued for the guidance of the Delivery 
Peons, are hereby published for general information:— 

1st. Every Peon will be provided with a Pugree, Kumarbund and 
belt, of uniform colour, and will carry a bell in his hand. 

2d. No bearing letter will be delivered to any party whatever, with¬ 
out payment of the postage charge thereon. 
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3rd. The Peon, on reaching each house, will sound the bell, and deliver 
all paid and service letters as usual, and at the same time demand 
postage for any bearing letter or letters he may hold. After the 
/irst sounding of the bell, the peon may wait two or three minutes, 
when if the postage of such bearing letter or letters is not given, 
he will sound the bell a second time, waiting as before; at the 
expiration of two minutes, he will sound the bell for the third and 
last time, when, after two more minutes delay, if not paid,* he will 
proceed to the next house, and return the unpaid letter to the Office. 

While employed in delivery the Peons will move at a sharp pace, 
and never loiter in converse by the way. 

The Peons will be careful in carrying out these orders, that they 
are not guilty of disrespect or incivility to any party.” 


No doubt the author of that note now resides in Utopia! 

Reverting again to the “Bearing” stamps in their handstruck form 
these continued to be used in their original form long after the introduc¬ 
tion of adhesive postage stamps, and were applied to all letters insuffici¬ 
ently stamped with the latter at the time of posting. Most countries 
have introduced adhesive “postage due” stamps, but even today in India, 
the use of handstruck marks continues. 



There is no explanation as to why some of the Handstruck postage 
stamps should have had the word “Bearing”, while others have “Post 
Not Paid” (Fig. Bl) or, in rare cases, “P.Not Paid” (Fig. B7) and in later 
years the wording changed to “Unpaid”, but they all served the same 
purpose, as the modern stamps do, to show that there was “postage due”. 

At one time it was thought that, with the introduction of handstruck 
postage stamps, the system of “Bearing Postage” came first, and that 
later this was coupled with the “Post Paid” service. This suggestion 
was probably founded on the fact that, at that time, the earliest cover 
known in India with a handstruck mark, was one dated 1776 sent to 
Culpee, and was marked “Bearing Postage”, and the next earliest cover- 
then was one from Madras in 1788, with the stamp “Post Paid Fort St. 
George . However, since then an earlier cover with the Calcutta 
Bishopmark of 1775 has come to light, and since this cover does not have 
“Bearing Postage” on it, but “Post Paid”, it may be safely assumed that 
both Bearing” and “Post Paid” systems were introduced simultaneously. 
Further, because of the early dates of these particular covers, it would 
not he presumptious to say that handstruck postage stamps were first 
brought into use immediately after the reforms in the postal arrange¬ 
ments were made by Warren Hastings in 1774, though a cover dated 1774 
has yet to be found to confirm this. 

> I . A. I Ik 
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“Post Paid” marks 



Most of the early “post paid” marks have the rate paid added in 
manuscript, and later, these stamps discontinued the use of the word 
“Post” and merely included the word “Paid” (Fig. P 9). 

Some marks include a combination of “Post Paid” and “Post Office” 
(Fig. P 10), and whilst most impressions are in black or red, some rarer 
instances occur where purple,- blue and green ink have been used. The 
Hurryhur Post Paid” mark (Fig. P 3), copied from a very clear impres¬ 
sion on a letter written in 1831,' is a charming specimen of handstruck 
postage stamp impressed in purple ink. Incidentally, the letter inside 
this particular cover was written by an officer in one of the Regiments 
taking part in the Mysore disturbances at that time, and describes several 
exciting and historical facts in it for the benefit primarily of the writer’s 
father in England, but of undoubted interest to the present day reader 
too. Extracts from the letter are recorded below:_ 

“Mysore, for some months past, has been in a state of rebellion 
occasioned by the Rajah oppressing his subjects — they rose in great 
bodies and committed much damage — the Rajah sent his troops 
against them, but could not quell them, in consequence of which the 
Government determined to send some of their troops in order to put 
down the disturbances. 

In the meantime news came in that 600 men had taken possession of 
the fort of Honelly, a place about two marches from this on the road 
to Hurryhur and the Col. thinking that he might be of some use to 
Rochfort in case he should have to fall back, made a march in the 
direction of Chidul to support him. 

1 was heartily glad to reach this place, tfor we had been marching for 
the last three weeks and had only two days halt during the whole 
time, although we are entitled on common occasions to halt every 
third day; besides, the sun was so intolerably hot that I absolutely 
could scarcely keep my boots on — the leather attracted the heat so 
much. 

€>n the night of the 11th May, I was about to turn into bed and antici¬ 
pating a fine sleep, the adjutant came running into the room and told 
me to go down to the Fort immediately, as a sepoy had just come in 
and reported that the Pettah was going to be attacked in the course 
of the night by three or four hundred men. I immediately put on my 
clothes again and while doing so, I could, not help thinking what a 
curious life a soldier’s is—one moment quite snug and the next he 
may stand a chance . of getting a bullet through him, 
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I am sorry that after having written the greater part of this letter, 
I had the misfortune to be robbed of my Writing Desk, either by my 
Head Servant and lascar, who both got drunk on the evening I lost it, 
or by some villains about the house, but whoever it was, it was the 
fault of the servants for having got intoxicated. I therefore turned 
both away—they evidently thought I had a good deal of money 
concealed in it, for it was found next morning on the banks of a 
nullah broken open with the secret draw opened also, which 
I suppose they thought was full of money, but they were rather 
disappointed for the only coin I had in the desk was four rupees and 
a few odd Pice which I did not attempt to conceal. I fortunately 
recovered all my papers and amongst them the letter I am, writing to 
you. 

The rebels still hold out and they have been obliged to send three 
Corps against them besides two more pieces of Artillery, and the two 
Flank Companies of the 2nd Kings. They say if the business is not 
settled immediately they will be obliged to delay it till after the 
monsoon which is just setting in—if so my Corps will most probably 
be out afterwards.” 

Some of the ‘Tost Paid” stamps are extremely difficult to acquire 
even though their market value at present may not be very great.. They 
include the “Merut” (Fig. P 11), “Jaunpore” (Fig. P10) and the “Patna” 
(Fig. P 8) marks. 

A few handstruck postage stamps have included a reference to “Full 
Post Paid” which on the face of it seems most curious. Examples that 
come to mind are the “Ghazeepore Full Post Pd” stamp of 1824-25 and 
the “Banda Full Pg. Pd” stamp of 1839, and the clue to this comes from 
the regulation at the foot of Table 1 of the Postal Notice of the 1st May, 
1808 (Appendix I) which reads:— 

“That it is left to the option of Natives to pay full or half Postage 
on delivery of their letters at the different Post Offices to all places 
except beyond Ganjam; if to Madras to Ganjam only; if to Hydra- 
bad or Bombay full postage as. before must be received.” 

Although no other reference to the rules regarding “Full” and ’’Half” 
payment has been traced, there are frequent indirect references to the 
practice in the Government notifications of lost mail. Whenever mails 
were lost through being plundered, or the courier being killed, or some 
other mishap, a list of all the letters lost would be published, and this 
invariably indicated how many letters were “On the Service”, “Bearing”, 
“Half Post Paid” and “Post Paid”. 

One would assume, however, that all letters posted by non-Europeans 
would either bear a “Full Post Paid” mark or “Half Post Paid” mark, but 
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fact so far no mark of the latter type has yet been seen, and remark¬ 
ably few of the former either. It is a well known truth that there are 
more letters of Indian postal origin to be found outside India than in, 
because in the latter case, the climatic conditions, to say nothing of 
termites and the like, have worked against the preservation of these old 
letters, and since the letters with the “Half Post Paid” marks would only 
have been applied to “Native” letters, the chances of many having been 
preserved are slight. 

Frees 

“Frees”, letters free from postage levies, are less common than those 
found “Bearing” or “Post Paid”, because only certain priviledged persons 
could use this system of franking, and although covers are found franked 
by Bishops, Governor Generals and Officials of the East India Company, 
more free covers are seen that were sent by members of the army, 
soldiers having their letters endorsed by their commanding officers. The 
Post Office from time to time were in the habit of notifying in the press 
the title or designations of those who were allowed to frank letters for 
free postage, and in the Government Gazette of 26th June, 1822, a full 
list of these persons was published, which unfortunately is far too long 
to reproduce here, but a perusal of the list reveals some strange inclusions, 
such as “The Officer who pays the Stipends of Families of Native Troops 
on Foreign Service”! 

Most of the free stamps include the town or city name, the date, 
sometimes the weight, and the word “Free”, and are relatively cheap in 
price, but there are some specially prepared “Soldiers Letters Free” 
stamps, such as the “Madras Soldiers Letter” stamp used from 1822 to 
1832, which are both rare and costly, and are of course much sought after 
by Postal History collectors. 

During the siege of Bhurtpore, the Post Office complained that letters 
were being addressed to Officers of the Grand Army by name only, 
without specifying their respective Corps or Departments, and the 
franking of the letters was often irregular or illegible, and declared that 
letters with either insufficient address or frank would not be received. 
This was somewhat severe on the part of the post office, and unlike their 
usual practice in respect of mails for the fighting forces. For example, 
in 1849 the Post Office agreed to forward free all letters for the Soldiers 
and Sailors in His Majesty’s and the Honourable East India Company’s 
Service attached to the Expedition to China, and a similar gesture was 
made again in 1852 in respect of the Expedition to Burmah. 

The design for the “Free” stamps used in the earlier years of the Post 
Office varied from Presidency to Presidency, and, also from place to place 
even in one Presidency, and all known marks have been individually 
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illustrated in the Catalogue at the .end of this volume. From 1837 
onwards however a standard design was used in most places throughout 
India, in the form of an oval, which was segmented in cases where the 
stamp includes a slide date. The catalogue does not provide more than 
samples of each type, but a list of the known dates of use for various 
towns will be found in the “All India' 5 section. 

“Service” 

i 

The authority for the “Free” stamps is to be found in Rule 3 of the 
Rules for Stamping laid down in the Post Office Act XVII of 1837 
(Appendix R), where it states that Service, Soldiers and other free letters 
will be stamped with an oval, bearing the word “Free”. A change, 
however, seems to have taken place in some stations in 1852, when the 
word “Free was replaced by the word “Service”. The reason for this is 
not clear, and it appears to have been limited in practice to only a few 
stations. Examples have been seen of Cawnpore and Kussowlee in 1852, 
ol Umballa and Kamptee in 1853, and of Bombay in both years. 
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GENERAL POST OFFICE STAMPS 




1 • 

CHAPTER X 


The first reference to the establishment of a “General Post Office” 
appears in the opening paragraph of the 1774 Consultations outlined in 
Appendix A, and further reference is included in the Postal Notice of 
1784 (Appendix C), but it is not until 1787 that the first handstruck postage 
stamp containing any such reference appeared. 


This stamp is a rectangular frame divided into two sections, the top half 
reading “GPO * BEAR” and the lower half “Mar 1787”, and was probably 
applied at Ganjam as a transit mark on a cover going between Calcutta 
and Madras. There are other rectangular stamps of 1788, both framed and 
unframed, and there is also an oval frame of the same date containing 
the letters “G.P.O.” and the date and “Pt. Pd.”, which is probably the 
successor as a receipt stamp to the Indian Bishopmark. This type has 
several variations, both “Post paid” and “Bearing postage” and was used 
up to 1837, being impressed in Calcutta only, though not always as a 
“receipt stamp”. It appears that it was the intention at the Calcutta General 
Post Office to change the design of the “G.P.O.” stamps annually, but 
although this was not rigidly adhered to, a wide range of designs did 
emerge, particularly between 1808 and 1829. 

Another early type, used in 1791, is a rather rough looking impression 
of the letters “G.P.O.” on their own, with the date recorded in manuscript 
above, impressed on a Calcutta letter. This stamp does not appear to 
have been seen on many occasions and appears to have been superseded 
by more elaborate types soon after. 

From 1799 to 1816, all letters received in Calcutta for overseas were 
supposed to have been stamped with another rather unusual upright oval 
mark containing the words “Bengal|G.P.O.|month|Post Paid” (Fig. 5), 
though there are many cases of these letters which did not in practice 
receive this stamp. This was, however, the first combined “G.P.O.” and 
date stamp to be brought into use, though why the word “Bengal” was 
included instead of the more obvious “Calcutta” is hard to understand 
There are two other variations of this mark, one with the wording in 
capital letters, and another which omits the month, but probably these 
variations were due to inconsistency on the part of the stamp-cutter, rather 
than to deliberate intention. 


Whilst the marks referred to in the previous paragraph also served 
the purpose of recording that the postage had been paid, the use ol 
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“General Post Office” stamps with the city name and the date only did 
not arise until 1816. From that date up to the introduction of the Post 
Office Act, a wide variety of these G.P.O. stamps was used in Calcutta and 
the first to appear in Bombay was in 1824. In Madras, however, only one 
stamp in 1819 with the inclusion of the name “Madras” appears to have 
been adopted. There were, however, several of the general types, used 
elsewhere, with the date and just “G.P.O.” or “General Post Office” with¬ 
out the city name in use there immediately after 1819. The letters “G.P.O.’ 
do, however, also appear in other Madras stamps from 1822, but these were 
only ^ incidental in stamps primarily designed for other purposes, such as 
the “Ship Letter” stamps (Fig. S4). With one exception, for a very short 
period from about 1836 to 1837, when a General Post Office was created 
at Hyderabad, there were no other General Post Offices outside Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay. There were, however, many “Post Offices” in the 
districts, and from as far back as 1816, stamps used in them included 
reference to the “town names” and the “Post Office”. These provide an 
interesting collection of delightful designs, many of which, such as the 
“Goruckpoor Post Office” (Fig. G.9) and “Bhaugulpore Post Office” 
(Fig. G.10) are still not recorded elsewhere. 



Whilst the design of some of these stamps was such as to serve two 
different purposes, they were generally used simply to record the date of 
receipt in the Post Office, as the Bishopmark was, and served the same 
purpose as the present day receiving stamp to provide easy means of 
detecting delay in the post office, though, unfortunately, neither ancient 
nor modern marks have been able to eradicate this failing. Attention is 
however invited to the side note to Table No. 1 of the Postal Notice of 1st 
May, 1808 (Appendix I) when the Post Office drew the notice' of the public 
to the reasons for applying two stamps, one receipt and one despatch stamp, 
so that it would be obvious from the date of the latter when unnecessary 
delay had occurred. 

The development of the postal system, particularly as regards the 
Bengal Presidency and the North West Provinces, which all come under 
the jurisdiction of the Calcutta General Post Office, was quite outstanding, 
and a full list of post offices in this area will' be found in Appendix S for 
ready reference. \ 
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EXTERRITORIAL POST OFFICES 
CHAPTER XI 





As the influence of the Hon. East India Company extended over the 
country, more and more of the territory came under its control, and side 
by side with this annexation of the land, the Company’s postal service 
was also expanded by the opening up of many new local post offices. 
There were, however, certain areas that were still outside “British” India, 
but through which trading activities were being pursued, and in certain 
towns in these ex-territorial areas, Post Offices were established for the 
handling of the Company’s mail. The local handstruck postage stamps for 
these post offices are of special historical interest, and, as stamps, are 
often of rather rough and ready design, as can be seen from Fig. 10 of the 
plate of scarce marks showing the rare “Tanjore” mark used from 1790 to 
1799, after which Tanjore became part af British India. 


Figs. 11 and 12 on the same plate are similar examples of ex-territorial 
post offices, the “LUCKNOW POST OFFICE” stamp having special 
importance, as it is on a cover dated the 31st December, 1809. Lucknow 
did not enter British India until 1856, but prior to this a British Post 
Office was opened, formerly believed to have been in 1811, but 
the cover referred to reveals that the post office was, in fact, operating 
at least two years earlier. 


In addition to the ex-territorial post offices of Tanjore, Agra and 
Lucknow, other similar post offices are known to have been established 
at Almora, Ludhiana, Patna and Tranquebar, and also in some of the 
French and Portuguese territories, though information regarding the 
latter is scant. Serampore, a Danish settlement, also had a British Post 
Office. 


* 


74 



MINfSr/jy 


MISCELLANEOUS 




CHAPTER XII 


In addition to the classified handstruck postage stamps already 
referred to, there are a number of miscellaneous marks that deserve a 
few special notes regarding their use and purpose. 


The Handstruck Scind Dawk 


The most interesting so far found, only came to light a few years 
ago, and was used in the latter part of the period covered by pre-adhesive 
postage stamps, though the. exact purpose of the stamp is not clear. 
The mark in question consists of the Merchants’ mark which is, in reverse, 
incorporated in the East India Company’s crest, and which was later 
used in the centre lof tha Scind Dawk Stamps, the first stamp to be intro¬ 
duced in Asia for attachment to letters by means of gum. The Hand- 
struck Merchants’ mark appeared on a letter sent by Sir Bartle Frere, 
the Governor of the Province of Sind, to Sukkur, and was placed 
immediately above the “Kurrachee Free” date stamp of the 29th. May, 
1851. The letter was readdressed to Shikarpore, on arrival at Sukkur, 
and received a second date stamp “Sukkur Free” of 2nd. June, 1851. 
Only one copy has so far been seen, but its significance is unquestion¬ 
able, for it shows that Sir Bartle Frere was already at this time thinking 
in terms of some special postage stamp to denote pre-payment of postage 
fees, and the experiment with the little handstruck Merchants’ mark, 
which may have been some -form of seal, without doubt gave birth to the 
idea to produce the Scind Dawks just twelve months later. 

“A.M.” and “P M.” 


Many covers found from 1823 until after the use of the adhesive 
stamps were marked with the letters “A.M.” or “P.M.”, some being 
surrounded with a small frame, and some without any frame. The clut 
to these letters is in the postal notice of the 15th. January, 1822, which 
states that the additional stamp of A.M. or P.M. exhibits the time oj 
arrival of the letter in the General Post Office. The initials “P.M.” were 
applied to letters arriving in the Post Office between 3 p.m. and mid¬ 
night, and such letters would not be delivered from the Post Office until 
the following morning. The initials “A.M ” were marked on all letters 
arriving at the Post Office after midnight, or on the morning on which 
they would be issued. Incidentally, the Post Office Receiving Room 
closed daily at 6 p.m. but letters up to 7 p.m. could from 1829 still be 
posted on payment of “treble postage”. In Madras Presidency, a rather 
unusual stamp was in use from 1838 to 1839, to note payment of late fees, 
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reading “AFTER 6 PM” all contained in a fancy frame like a rectangle 
with hollow corners at the bottom, but not at the top. This and most 
“P.M.” stamps were in red and “A.M.” marks in black. The 1837 Act 
altered the use of the “AM” and “PM” stamps to indicate the time of 
delivery from the post office. 


Forwarding Agents’ Cachets 


A large variety of handstruck stamps will be found on these early 
covers, which are not Company or Government postage stamps at all, 
but were applied by various firms who acted as forwarding agents. It 
may be felt by some that these should find no place in a collection of 
handstruck postage stamps, but further thought will soon make it clear 
that these marks should very rightly be included, because they were 
affixed by firms who handled the letters either before or after any transit 
of the covers had been carried out by the official postal services. Forward¬ 
ing agents in India usually consisted of well known trading concerns, 
who were in a convenient position to collect mails from all and sundry 
and forwarded them to the official postal centre. In England, most 
of these forwarding agents, in respect of letters to be despatched to the 
East Indies, were specially appointed by the East India Company, and 
they usually included in their handstruck stamps the fact that they were 
“Forwarding Agents to the Hon’ble East India Company”. Such marks 
are more generally known as “Forwarding Agents’ Cachets” and a typical 
example reads “Forwarded by—J. & E. Iggulden, Deal, Agents to the 
Hon’ble East India Coy.” 


Horatio Hardy 



A more famous forwarding agent was Horatio Hardy who was the 
proprietor of the well known “Jerusalem Coffee House” in London from 
1815 to 1840. During this period he acted as a forwarding agent to the 
East India Company and letters handed over to him for despatch invari¬ 
ably bear his personal signature which is decidedly characteristic with 
its many flourishes, as the following illustration will show:— 
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During this period, it was also customary for writers to send letters 
to people care of the Jerusalem Coffee House, and covers so addressed 
are worth a premium, as of course are those with Hardy’s signature on 
them. These covers are frequently stamped with a variety of markings 
which, when studied carefully, tell, in themselves, the whole story of 
the transit involved. One such cover in the author’s collection has written 
in Hardy’s own hand “Reced and Forwd 7 Febry, 1823”, followed by his 
signature. The cover was sent by him to Deal where it was received by 
the firm of J. & E. Iggulden, Agents to the Hon’ble East India Company, 
who stamped the letter with their cachet and despatched it by Govern¬ 
ment ship to Madras where it was stamped “Madras Ship Letter” on the 
12th Sept. 1823, and was then forwarded by private ship to Calcutta. 
On arrival, it was again stamped, this time in red, with the “Calcutta 
General Post Office” date stamp on 29th Sept. 1823, and before delivery 
in Calcutta it was stamped' once more “G.P.O.|Oct.l.lPt.Pd” in a black 
oval with three segments. The addressee having left for Goruckpore, 
the letter was redirected’ and received the INLd Ptg 10 rate stamp. 

Ship DO. 4 
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Although the final date of delivery in Goruckpore is not recorded, it must 
have been over 8 months from its original despatch. 

Thomas Waghorn 

The purpose of the forwarding agents referred to above was twofold, 
namely, 

(I) for collecting letters from various writers for handing over to 
a ship’s captain for onward despatch overseas, or 

(II) for receiving overseas mail from incoming ships, to be held for 
later collection by the addressee or to be forwarded to the 
addressee if the whereabouts of that party were known. 

The most famous of all forwarding agents, however, operated with 
rather a different purpose in mind. This was the now renowned Thomas 
Waghorn who established various overland routes from India and the 
Middle East with a view to avoiding the necessity of sending mail via 
the Cape route. Before the opening of the Suez Canal, Thomas Waghorn 
carried mails from ships in the Persian Gulf, through Bagdad and Aleppo, 
to ships at Constantinople or Alexandria, or from Red Sea Ports overland 
to Cossier and Alexandria and later established an overland route across 
Europe as well. 

Letters carried by Waghorn’s organisation bore one of a genes ot 
distinctive sets of cachets “Care of Mr. Waghorn” with the collection 
point name also incorporated, and although the service was open for « 
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longer period, specimens of these cachets so far found only range from 
the year 1836 to 1841. Waghorn died in 1850 at the young age of 49, 
undoubtedly prematurely worn out through the strenuous efforts made 
by him to improve the overland route services, and today letters bearing 
his cachets are eagerly sought after by collectors and are daily increasing 
in value. As, however, these marks were all applied outside India, except 
possibly for a Madras mark, only a passing reference is made to them, 
but those, who are interested in having full information about them and 
the Overland Route, will find this comphehensively set out in great detail 
in Sidebottom’s postal history study “The Overland Mail”. Before leaving 
this section, mention should be made of certain confusion that arose in 
India in early 1839 over the postage that should be charged on letters 
sent from India by Steamboat to both Waghorn and other agents in. Egypt 
for forwarding to England. 

On ordinary letters no Steam Postage was levied in India when they 
were transmitted therefrom by the Overland Mail from Bombay via Suez 
and the Mediterranean for delivery in the United Kingdom, as such 
postage would be levied on arrival by the English Post Office, through 
whose hands the mail would eventually pass. At first the same practice 
was applied to letters sent to Waghorn and other agents, when, for want 
of other means of conveyance to Egypt, these letters were forwarded 
by the Government Packets. It was then realised, that after handing 
over the mails to the agents in Egypt, the latter in conveying them to 
England, were only charged with postage as if the letters were really 
Egyptian mail. The Indian Post Office, therefore, from the 7th. March, 
1839 decided to make all such letters liable to Steam postage as well as 
Inland postage, and this was confirmed by the English Post Office, who 
also made the point that the Steam postage should be collected at the 
time of posting the mail in India. 

“Overland” 

With the popularity of sending mails in the 1840s by the Overland 
route across Suez and thence via Marseilles, in lieu of the longer sea 
route via Southampton or Falmouth, it is a little surprising that the Post 
Office did not prominently use a distinguishing handstruck stamp to 
denote whether the letter should go by the Overland or Sea Route. Two 
post offices are known to have adopted such a stamp, namely, Umballa 
and Meerut, which in 1845 both had the word “Overland” included in the 
post office date stamp. It has been suggested that this word refers to 
the Indian interior journey, but this does not have great support, as, since 
there was no other means of transit from these stations to the port, there 
would be no point in stressing “overland”, but the date of use makes it 
fit in exactly with the external overland route, and undoubtedly it is to 
this that the stamp refers, ta assist the Post Office at the port to segregate 
the mail for the overland route from the remainder, 
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Letters marked with the word “Express” or “Overland Express” have 
been the cause of doubt, but this is now clear. In the years before 1840. 
the Government ran a special express dawk service between Calcutta 
and Bombay, and between Madras and Bombay, the purpose of which 
was to convey urgent Government mail to the port of shipment of mails, 
when, if sent by the ordinary dawk services, the mails could not reach 
the port in time to catch the ship. The Government officers were 
instructed to send whatever they could by the ordinary dawk, and only 
to use the Express service in the case of urgent matters. In September, 
1840 the Government decided that a portion of the Government Express 
for the Overland Mail, should be allotted for the accommodation of the 
public on the following conditions:— 

1. No letter to exceed 1 Tola in weight, 

2. An extra postage to be levied on express letters of 1 Rupee for 
a letter not more than a h tola weight and 2 Rupees for a letter 
above a J tola but less than 1 Tola weight, 

3. No firm or individual to send more than 2 Tolas weight of letters 
and each letter to be superscribed “Overland Express”. 

A similar service was in force from Bombay to cope with the incom¬ 
ing mail for Madras and Calcutta, but was not available to the public 
Until the 1st. June, 1847. The same conditions applied except that;— 

1. The letters had to be marked by the original writer “By Express 
from Bombay”, 

2. Letters above 1 tola, but not exceeding 2 tolas could be sent at 
a cost of 4 Rupees, 

3. Each Newspaper Office in Calcutta and Madras would be allowed 
two Newspapers at the ordinary rates of Inland postage, and on 
all other Newspapers forwarded by Express, a charge of five 
rupees would be made, and no Newspaper exceeding three tolas 
in weight could be sent by Express. 

“Man-of-War Postmarks” 

Letters sometimes, though not often were carried by Man-of-War 
ships, and in the King’s Post period in 1816, letters were stamped with 
an attractive “white-on-black” stamp, which is extremely difficult to 
°btain now. A later type of handstruck postage mark, used for the same 
purpose, was the “India Packet Letter” mark of 1837, which was apparently 

applied at Bombay. The mark seems to have been applied only to 
e1ters carried by the Government of India Man-of-war ships, and the 
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duration of its use was very short. There is some doubt attached to this 
mark as to whether it was applied in India at all, or whether it was not 
applied outside, in a similar manner to the use of the “India Ship Letters” 
stamps. 

“Receiving Houses” 

For the convenience of the public, to whom it would be troublesome 
to go to the General Post Office in big cities like Bombay, Madras and 
Calcutta, every time they wished to post a letter, the General Post Offices 
in these places opened up in different localities separate Receiving 
blouses, whose sole purpose was to receive mail handed in and collect 
postage thereon where required. Each Receiving House was allotted a 
number, which was impressed on all letters handed in to it. So far as 
can be ascertained about the pre-adhesive period Receiving Houses Nos. 

1 and 6 were in Calcutta, and Nos. 2 and 3 were in Madras, where the 
stamps were impressed in black or blue, and there was an unnumbered 
Receiving House in Delhi, where the stamp used was similar to the All 
India Type 4 in Section 4 of the Catalogue and was applied in red. 

Miscellaneous Marks 


There were numerous other marks of more common type such as 
“Insufficient”, “Too Late” and “Postage Due”, the purpose of the use of 
which is obvious, and no detailed notes are therefore recorded on them 
here, but it should be noted that these marks generally were used in the 
latter period of the “pre-adhesives” but continued in use long after the 
introduction of the early Indian Lithographs and in fact some are used 
in identical form even today. 


00 



THE ARRANGEMENT OF A COLLECTION OF HANDSTRUCK 
POSTAGE STAMPS OF INDIA 

\ 4 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Wherever it is possible, two covers should be collected in respect of 
each handstruck mark, one with the earliest date of use known for the 
particular mark, and one with the latest date, thereby establishing ready 
proof of ihe period during which the mark was current. It may not be 
possible to obtain covers of the earliest and latest dates concerned, and 
in that case the collector should retain the two covers which give the 
widest span, replacing either if a further cover is forthcoming t 0 make 
this period any wider. If, for a particular marking, two covers are 
available, but one has to be displayed elsewhere in the collection, because 
it has other markings applicable to another section, and there are no 
other duplicates, a note on the sheet containing the first cover should be 
made cross-referencing this with the section containing the other cover. 

These early covers are best displayed by mounting them on cards 
or album sheets by means of adhesive-backed transparent photo corners, 
with only one or two covers to a page.. Some of the covers, due to 
their age, may be torn or somewhat ragged, giving an untidy appearance 
when mounted. This can be greatly improved by the drawing of a neat 
rectangle in Indian ink, as close as possib’e around the area occupied 
by the cover. 

Each cover should be carefully examined, both inside and out. It 
the contents are of interest, a brief note to this effect should be recorded 
on the sheet, in particular if it throws any light on the postal history 
of the country. In addition to this note, the known dates of use of every 
handstruck postage stamp impressed on the cover should also be recorded. 

Covers will usually be arranged in certain classified groups, and 
since there will be several different stamps on many of the covers, outside 
the particular group in which the covers ai'e shown, it is desirable to 
make a sketch of the group marking that is to be emphasised, and to fix 
this at the top of the sheet or above the cover, if more than one cover 
is mounted on the same page. This improves the appearance of the 
collection, assists in easy identification of the stamp that is to be empha¬ 
sised, and if the handstruck impression is not a very clear one. the sketch 

will make the details of the stamp more recognisable _ this is most 

necessary in some cases where the ink on the stamp has been insufficient 
to make a proper impression and, as often happens in the case of rare 
naarks, a better specimen is not available. 


When Robson Lowe brought out his first publication on Indian’ 
Handstruck Postage Stamps, he divided it into sections dealing with 
certain marks according to the purpose for which they were used, 


namely :— 

u/. 



1. 

Post Paid 

rt ,, 

2. 

Post Not Paid 


3. 

Bearing 


4. 

Post Free 


5. 

Ship Letters 


6. 

G.P.Os. & P.Os. 


7. 

Miscellaneous 


In his later edition of the “Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage 
Stamps”, Vol. Ill, he has re-arranged them into historical-geographical 
date order, divided broadly as follows: 

1. H.E.I.C. stamps prior to 1836 

2. The King’s Post to 183,6 

3. The Government Posts from 1837 

4. Ex-territorial Post Offices 
with further sub-divisions for:— 


a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g- 

h. 

i. 
3- 


Bombay City 
Bombay Presidency 

Rajputana, Punjab & Central Provinces 
Calcutta City 
Bengal Presidency 

The Border States (United Provinces) 
Madras City 
Madras Presidency 
Hyderabad & Mysore States 
General Post 


Both arrangements used by Robson Lowe have advantages, but it is 
the author’s humble view that even better results can be obtained by 
the use of a combination of both systems at once, if the task is to be 
tackled on a comprehensive basis. The collection should first be divided 
geographically into Calcutta, Madras and Bombay Cities, the Presidencies 
and their neighbouring states, and then each area should have its own 
separate sub-sections for “Ship Letters”, “G.P.Os. and P.O's.” etc., but only 
one section in each geographical area would be maintained for “Post Paid”, 
“Post Not Paid”, “Bearing”, and “Post Free”, as often these marks were 
used simultaneously, and the basic design was the same. Where combi¬ 
nation stamps are used bearing both the Post Office Stamp and “Post 
Paid ’, etc. the mark should be recorded with the Post Paid stamps, and 
the G.P.Os. and P.Os. section should only contain those stamps that were 
used for date stamping without reference to the postage fee. All stamps 
should of course be kept in chronological order in each sub-section. 
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The arrangements would therefore fall under 
sections:— 


1. BENGAL 

(a) CALCUTTA 


the following sub- 

' t J 

t. ! 


(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Ship Letters 

(iii) General Post Office 

(iv) General Markings 


(b) THE PRESIDENCY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Ship Letters 

(iii) Post Office 

(iv) General Markings 

(c) THE UPPER and NORTH WEST PROVINCES 


(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Post Office 

2 MADRAS 

(a) MADRAS CITY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Ship Letters 

(iii) General Post Office 

(iv) General Markings 

<b) THE PRESIDENCY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Post Office 

(iii) General Post Office 

(c) HYDERABAD & MYSORE STATES 

3 BOMBAY 

(a) BOMBAY CITY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Ship Letters 

(iii) General Post Office 

(iv) General Markings 

(b) THE PRESIDENCY (Including Rajputana, Punjab ana 

Central Provinces). 


(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 

(ii) Post Office 

(iii) General Markings 



83 


4. ALL INDIA MARKINGS 

(i) Post Paid& Bearing 

,(ii) Ship Letters i 

(iii) General 

5. EX-TERRITORIAL POST OFFICES (Alphabetical-chronological 

order). 

From the arrangement outlined, it will be observed that a separate 
section has not been provided for the “King’s Post”, although such a 
division has been made in Robson Lowe’s Encyclopaedia. The reason for 
this apparent omission is that with the exception of a very few stamps 
which actually contain the words “King’s Post”, there is nothing to 
distinguish the King’s Postmarks from those of the Company, and there 
has been some doubt on occasions as to which group a newly discovered 
marking should be allocated. It is suggested that, in view of the informa¬ 
tion now available about these two services, both should be displayed 
together, particularly as some covers bear markings from both groups, 
and where it can definitely be established that a stamp is from the “King’s 
lost group, a suitable note should be recorded to this effect. In the 
cataloguing ol these marks, Company and King’s marks have been 
recorded together in chronological order, the latter being marked with 
an asterisk where identification appears indisputable. 

Having divided the sub-sections into geographical areas, it is not 
necessary or desirable to sub-divide further between those Company or 
King’s marks used before 1837, and the Government Posts thereafter, 
because many of the earlier stamps continued to be used for many years 
after 1837. Further, as regards the “Ship Letters”, it would be a definite 
mistake to attempt to split these stamps, which should rightly be collected 
together as a distinct class of their own, and what a charming variety 
they make. ,y 

An attempt has been made to record in one place as much as has 
so far been discovered about this intriguing, but so far neglected field 
of Indian Handstruck stamps, and it is hoped that the reader’s inquisi¬ 
tiveness has been aroused as a result. Sufficient be it if the reader has 
lead as far as this, lor if he has, he cannot fail to be convinced that a 
collection of Indian stamps does not start with the Scinde Dawk in 1852, 
but with the Indian Bishopmark of 1775, and will build his collection 
from that date — though, unless another copy i s found meantime, the 
author may be pardoned for feeling with satisfaction that only one 
collection can start from that date — his own, as he is unlikely to part 
with his unique cover during his lifetime ! ! 
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APPENDIX A 

Extract from the Public Proceedings dated the 7th of July, 1766 

“As there have been of late frequent miscarriages of packets to and 
from Madras without possibility of tracing the cause, not knowing the 
stages where they do happen, as no advice is ever sent us by the neigh¬ 
bouring Residencies, and as this on any emergency may be attended with 
the worst of consequences, it is agreed to establish the following Rules 
and communicate them to the Presidency of Madras, recommending the 
same to be circulated to the factories and Residencies subordinate to 
them, as we shall do to those dependent on Bengal:— 

“That the packets henceforward be numbered in regular succession 
for the present season from this time to the end of the year, and in future 
from the 1st January to the last of December. 

“That the day and hour of despatch as well as the number be noted 
on the tickets affixed to the packets: that on every packet the number 
and date of the next preceding despatch be noted. 

“That in order to have the earliest information of the loss of a packet 
at any time, the Resident or Chief of a factory shall regularly give advice 
of the receipt of each packet to the Resident of the stage from whence 
it came Iasi. 

“That when any packets are found to be missing the Chiefs or 
Residents at the two nearest stages shall immediately make it their 
business to examine the Dawks or Tappies very particularly, and punish 
them severely when they do not give a satisfactory account how the 
packets came to be lost, giving advice in the meantime to each Presidency. 

“That the Postmaster at Calcutta and Residents at Balasore, Cuttack 
and Ganjam do keep separate registers of dispatches to and from Madias. 
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“That all packets De sealed with the Governor’s as well as the Com¬ 
pany’s seal to prevent their being opened till they arrive at the destined 
place. 



“And as we have reason to believe that by proper attention to the 
Tappies, the communication with Madras may be more expeditious, 
particularly between Vizagapatam and the Bandermalanka, where making 
allowances for passing the Rivers, it is remarked they are very tardy, it 
is agreed to write to the gentlemen at Madras to mention this to their 
subordinate factories that they may fall upon proper measures to remedy 
it-, and recommending small boats or saugarees to be stationed at the 
different rivers.” 


APPENDIX B 

Extracts from Consultations held on 17th of January, 1774 

The President lays down before the Board the following plan for the 
better regulations of the Dauks and for forming a General Post Office:— 

The present management of the Dauks is attended with many incon¬ 
veniences. Private letters are exempt from postage and the whole 
expense of the establishment falls upon the Company. The Dauks from 
the same cause are loaded with packages of the most frivolous kind and 
of unreasonable weights. The privilege of sending private letters by 
the Dauks being confined to the European inhabitants, affords but a 
partial aid to the necessary intercourse of trade. The establishment is 
branched out into various departments, all independent and unconnected, 
the expense partly defrayed by ready-money payments and partly by 
taxes on the zemindars and farmers, who make an advantage of them in 
the deductions of their rents. From all these causes the establishment 
is involved in a labyrinth of obscurity, without checks and without system. 
The delays on the road are often greater than those of common cossids 
or couriers without a possibility of correcting them, because it cannot 
be known by whom they are occasioned. Of these delays the President 
himself has had repeated proofs insomuch that whenever he has had 
occasion for extraordinary despatch he has made use of express cossids, 
and these never failed to exceed the regular Dauks by nearly half the 
.space of time employed by the latter for the same distance. The loose 
and irregular manner in which the letters are received and distributed 
exposes the conespondence of individuals and even the public despatches 
co great delays and to the risk of being lost or intercepted. 

To remedy these evils, the following plan is submitted to the Board, 
for the future management of this office, in which it is attempted to limit 
the expense to provide a fund for its support by laying a moderate 
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postage on private letters, to render it of more extensive use and to form 
the different parts into one uniform and general system. 


Plan of a new Establishment of Dauks and of a General Post Office 


1. That the Dauks be formed into four divisions as follows:— 

First Division from Calcutta to Ganjam; 

Second Division from Calcutta to Patna; 

Third Division from Patna to Benaras and to such farther 
distance as may be hereafter determined; 

Fourth Division from Calcutta to Dacca. 



2. That no Dauks be appointed to the cross-roads (excepting 
Dinagepur) as hereafter mentioned, but cossids only occasionally 
employed by the Provincial Councils'and Collectors to convey the letters 
to the nearest stages of the Dauks; the pay and other charges of these 
cossids to be transmitted monthly to the Postmaster-General, whose office 
will be hereafter described. 

3. That as the military operations in Cooch Behar require a constant 
and regular correspondence, a cross-post be established between Dinagepur 
and Rajmehal, and that it remains for future consideration whether it 
will be necessary to establish, a cross-post from Burdwan on the assembl¬ 
ing of the Council at that place. 

\ 

4. That three hercarrahs or dauks, one massalchy and one drum be 
appointed to each stage, viz: 



Miles. 

Furl 

Stages 

Harcrs. 

Mossl. 

Drum. 

From Calcutta to Ganjam 

358 

2 

42 

126 

42 

42 

„ Calcutta to Patna 

398 

6 

48 

144 

48 

48 

„ Patna to Benares 

165 

4 

19 

57 

19 

19 

„ Calcutta to Dacca 
Cross-road from Dinagepur 

179 

4 

21 

63 

21 

21 

to Rajmehal 

77 

2 

9 

27 

9 

9 

> 

1179 

18 

139 

417 

139 

139 

5. That a Munshi be fixed at 

each 

capital 

stage who 

shall 

have 


charge of a certain number of stages. 

6. That two gurreewallas or time-keepers be appointed with each 
Munshi for the purpose of determining the arrival of each packet, which 
shall be written on the outside of the packet and an account thereof 
with the time of the last despatch kept by i the Munshi. 

7. That a deputy postmaster be appointed with the following 
establishment of servants at the following stations, who shall have charge 
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of all the stages from the Presidency to the place of his residence, pay the 1 

Munshi’s charges dependent on him, take an account of all letters received 
and despatched, receive and issue letters, transmit his accounts and reports 


to the Postmaster-General, 

-— - - 3 —-- 

and receive his orders:— 

/ 

Establishment at 

j 

Deputy 

Peons 

Moorshedabad 

1 

10 

Patna 

1 

10 > 

Benares 

1 

2 

Ganjam 

1 

2 

Dacca 

1 

2 

Dinagepur 

1 

2 


6 28 

8. That a Postmaster-General be appointed at Calcutta with one 
Deputy, one merda or native assistant, seven sorters, one jemadar and 
fifteen peons for distributing letters. He will have the control of the 
whole establishment, and all the accounts will be brought into his office. 

Bye-Rules 

1. That all letters shall pay postage, excepting such as are on the 
public service. 

2. That the postage on inland letters shall be paid when put into 
the office at the following rates:— 

Single letters for every 100 miles, 2 annas. Double letters in 
proportion according to their weight. 

3. That letters coming by sea, or from foreign settlements shall pay 
on delivery and be rated at half postage. 

4. That a table of postage, formed according to the above rules, be 
affixed at the different offices for the public inspection. 

5 That the post office in Calcutta shall be open from 10 o’clock in 
the morning till 1 for the delivery of letters, and from 6 till 9 in the even¬ 
ing for the receipt of letters. 

6. That a daily account of the number and weight of letters 
despatched, with the amount of postage, be kept at each office, that a 
monthly account be transmitted to the Postmaster-General by his 
Deputies and that a general abstract of the whole receipts and disburse¬ 
ments be laid before the Board every month. 

7. That the letters when received into the offices shall be sorted and 
put up in separate bags for the different stations, together with a note of 
the number in each. 

o. That all letters shall be stamped with the day of the month on 
which the}'' are delivered into any chief office. 
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9. That for the facility of paying the postage on letters small 
copper tickets be immediately struck to be received at the rate of 2 annas 
each, but to pass only at the post office. 

APPENDIX C 

Postal Rates in 1784 vitle a Postal Notice issued by the Postmaster- 

General, Calcutta 
GENERAL POST-OFFICE 

TABLE of the RATES OF POSTAGE from CALCUTTA to the 

following places 


Barrickpore 
Houghly 
Chandernagore 0 
Burdwan 
Moorshedabad 
Rajamahal 
Boglipore 
Dinagepore 
Mongher 
Patna 
Buxar 
Benaris 
Rajapore 
Dacca 
Chittagong 
Culpee 
Midnapore 
Balasore 
Cuttack 
Ganjam 


Letters 
weighing 
exactly 
or under 

24 Sicca 
Weight, 
to pay 

Letters Letters 

weighing weighing 
more than more than 
24 to 3$ 3 4 to f| 

Sicca Sicca 

Weight, Weight, 

to pay to pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 
44 to 5| 
Sicca 
Weight, 
to pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 

5| to 64 

Sicca 

Weight, 
to pay 

Sic. 

Rup. Ann. 

Sic. 

Rup. Ann. 

Sic. 

Rup. Ann. 

Sic. 

Rup. Ann. 

Sic. 

Rup. Ann. 

0 1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 l 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

9 

4 

0 

5 

0 2 

a 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8' 

0 

10 

0 2 

0 

4 

0 

' 6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 3 

0 

6 

0 

9 

0 

12 

( o 

15 

0 3 

0 

6 

0 

9 

0 

12 

0 

15 J 

0 4 

0 

8 

0 

12 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 4 

0 

8 

0 

12 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 5 

0 

10 

0 

15 

1- 

4 

1 

9 

0 6 

0 

12 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

14 

0 7 

0 

14 

1 

5 

1 

12 

2 

Q 

O 

0 2 

(1 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 3 

0 

6 

0 

9 

0 

12 

0 

15 

0 6 

0 

12 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

14 

0 2 

a 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

19 

0 2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 3 

0 

6 

• 0 

0 

u 

0 

12 

0 

15 

0 5 

0 

10 

0 

15 

1 

4 

1 

9 


exceeding the weight above specified shall pay in 


N.B. All Letters 
proportion. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN. That 
.o Letters exceeding 9-V inches by 4 


<SL 


after the 30th of the current Month, 
inches, will be dispatched by Dauk. 
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except on the Nights of Monday and Thursday in each Week, when ah 
Letters and Packages exceeding the Weight and Dimensions above pre¬ 
scribed, will be received and dispatched as usual, but on Bangy-wallahs. 

By Order of the Hon’ble the Governor-General and Council. 

General Post-Office, C. COCKERELL, 

20th November, 1784. Post-Master General. 

APPENDIX D 
Bengal Postage Rates of 1785 

The Honorable the Governor General and Council having been 
pleased under the date the 30th August last to direct that the Dawk 
establishments west of Moorshedabad shall be abolished and that all 
letters for the upper stations shall be conveyed by the Dawk on the new 
road, it is hereby published that the above orders will take place on 1st 
of October next ensuing. The postage on letters to be as follows:— 


From Calcutta 

Letters 
weighing 
exactly 
or un¬ 
der s.wt. 
i to pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 
2£ to 3£ 
S.Wt. to 

pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 

3 h to 4§ 
S.Wt. to 
pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 
4£ to 5^ 
S.Wt. to 
pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 
5h to 6i 
S.Wt. to 
pay 

Letters 
weighing 
more than 
6 \ to 7i 
S.Wt. to 

pay 


S Rs. 

An 

S Rs. 

An 

S Rs. 

An 

S Rs. 

\ 

An 

:S RS. 

An S Rs. An 

Barrickpore 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 

6 

Houghly 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

rs 

0 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 

6 

Chandernagore 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 

6 

Burdwan 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

12 

Moorshedabad 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8* 

0 

10 

0 

12 

Patna 

0 

5 

0 

10 

0 

15 

1 

4 

1 

9 

1 

14 

Benares 

0 

7 

0 

14 

1 

5 

1 

12 

2 

3 

2 

10 

Rajapore 

0 

2 

a 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

12 

Dacca 

0 

3 

0 

6 

0 

S 

0 

12 

0 

15 

1 

2. 

Chittagong 

0 

6 

0 

12 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

14 

2 

4 

Culpee 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

12 

Midnapore 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

12 

Balasore 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

12 

Cuttack 

0 

3 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

15 

1 

2 

Gan jam 

0 

5 

0 

10 

0> 

15 

1 

4 

1 

9 

1 

14 


N.B. Letters exceeding the weight above specified shall pay in 
proportion. 

SO 





















POSTAGE on LETTERS between different stations as follows:— 



Benares 

Patna 

Sheergotty 

Jelda 

Burdwan 

Calcutta 

>> 

3 

bo 

o 

o 

« 

Chandernagore 

Moorshedabaa 

Rajapore 

Dacca 

Chittagong 

Culpee 

Midnapore 

Balasore 

Cuttack 

Ganjam | 

Benares 

0 

3 

3 

5 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

9 : 

10 13 

9 9 

9 10 12 

Patna 

3 

0 

2 

4 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 11 

7 7 

7 

8 10 

Sheergotty 

3 

2 

0 

3 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 11 

7 7 

n 

l 

8 10 

Jelda 

5 

4 

3 

a 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 8 

4 4 

4 

5 7 

Burdwan 

7 

5 

5 

2 

0 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 8 

4 4 

4 

5 7 

Hooghly 

8 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

4 7 

3 3 

3 

4 6 

Chandernagore 

8 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

4 7 

3 3 

3 

4 6 

Moorshedabad 

9 

7 

7 

4. 

4 

2 

2 

2 

0 

4 

5 8 

4 4 

4 

5 3 

Rajapore 

9 

7 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

4 

0 

1 4 

4 4 

4 

5 7 

Dacca 

10 

8 

8 

5 

5 

3 

4 

4 

5 

1 

0 3 

5 5 

5 

6 8 

Chittagong 

13 

11 

11 

8 

8 

6 

7 

7 

8 

4 

3 0 

'8 8 

8 

9 11 

Culpee 

9 

7 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 8 

0, 4 

4 

5 7 

Midnapore 

9 

7 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 8 

4 0 

1 

2 3 

Balasore 

9 

7 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 8 

4 1 

0 

1 3 

Cuttack 

10 

8 

8 

5 

5 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 9 

5 2 

1 

0 2 

Gan jam 

12 

10 

10 

7 

7 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 11 

7 7 

7 

8 0 


N.B. All letters exceeding in weight Sicca Rupees, to pay postage in 
the proportion specified in the first Table of Rates; and no copper pice 
will be received or tendered in exchange at the General Post Office after 
the 30th September, for more than one Anna, the Honorable Governor 
General and Council having been pleased, for the benefit of the settle¬ 
ment, to order that small silver coins shall be struck off and issued fi oro 
the Mint to the Post Master General for that purpose. 

General Post Office, ' C. COCKRELL 

September 1785. Post Master Geneial 
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APPENDIX E 

Orders and Regulations (proposed) for the Establishment of a Post Office 
throughout the Presidency of Fort St. George and its Dependencies. 

(Scheme drawn up for Madras, based on the existing Bengal) 
(Plan by Thomas Lewin, Civil Servant; recorded in the Pub-) 

(lie Consultations on the 10th. March, 1786. ) 

1st. That the Tappies be formed into three Divisions as follows:— 

1st Division, from Madras North to Ganjam. 

2nd. „ from Madras Southward to Anjengo. 

3rd. „ from Madras to Vellore. 

2nd. That no Tappies be appointed to the Cross Roads excepting 
those hereafter mentioned, but Hircarrahs occasionally employed by the 
Chiefs of Factories or Commandants of Out Garrisons or Stations, to 
convey the Letters to the nearest stages of the Tappies. 

3rd. That three Tappal Peons be appointed to each Stage, and to 
some Stages the addition of one Masaulchy, namely — 



Miles 

Stages 

Hircarrahs 

Masaulchies 

From Madras to Ganjam 

700 

78 

234 

22 

„ Madras to Anjengo 

500 

. 56 

168 

32 

„ Madras to Vellore 

100 

11 

33 

— 

Cross Roads 

Ganjam to Aska 

40 

5 

15 

5 

Sheally to Negapatam 

50 

6 

18 

_ 

Masulipatam to Ellore 

45 

5 

15 

5 


4th. That a Mootchy be fixed at each Capital Stage- who shall have 
charge of a certain number of Stages. 

5th. That a Deputy Postmaster be appointed ... at the following 
Stations ... Masulipatam, Ganjam, Tanjour, Anjengo. 

6th. That a Postmaster General be appointed at Madras, with one 
Deputy, one Writer or Native Assistant, five Sorters, one Head Peon, and 
ten Peons for distributing Letters. He will have Control of the whole 
establishment... 


By Rules 

1st. That all Letters shall pay postage excepting such as are on 
Public Service... 
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2nd. That the Postage on Letters to be dispatched from Madras shall 
be paid when the Letters are put into the Office, and at the following 
rates — Single Letter for every Hundred Miles 1 Fanam. Double, and 
other letters in proportion according to their weight. 


3rd. That Letters coming from Europe or elsewhere by Sea shall 
be charged on delivery agreeable to the following rates — Single Letters 
delivered from the Office to persons in Madras, 40 Cash; Double Letters 
1 Fanam; Treble Letters, Fanam. 


4th. That the Post Office in Madras shall be open every day from 
Ten O’Clock in the Morning till one for the delivery of letters and from 
six till nine in the Evening for the receipt of Letters. 


APPENDIX F 

\ 

Postal Notice of Rates of Postage issued by the General Post Office 
Calcutta 26th September 1791 

The Governor General in Council having been pleased to direct thai 
Cross Dawks shall be established between all the Collectorships and 
Commercial Residencies, throughout the Company’s Provinces. The Public 
are hereby apprized that Postage, will on and after the 1st October be 
collected on all Letters, conformable to the Table of Rates published in 
This Day’s Gazette. 

Notice is also given, that from the 1st Day of October, all Letters 
addressed to Midnapoor or to the Residencies of the Salt Agents, will 
be received at and dispatched from the General Post Office, and not as 
heretofore from the Salt Office. 


Gen. Post Office C. COCKERELL, P.M.G. 

September 26, 1791. 

Here followed “Table of Rates of Postage” 

“From Calcutta tq Different Places” 

and “Table of Rates of Postage” 

“Between the different Subordinate Stations 
to which Dawks are established,” 

both of which are reproduced hereafter. 
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APPENDIX F 1 

Postal Notice of the 29th September 1791 

Table of Rates of Postage from Calcutta to different places. 
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P. 
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Benares 

0 7 0 

0 14 0 

1 

5 0 

1 

12 0 

2 

3 

0 

2 

10 

0 

Patna 

0 5 0 

0 10 0 

0 

15 0 

1 

4 0 

1 

9 

0 

1 

14 

0 

Shergotfcy and Ramghnr 

0 5 0 

0 10 0 

0 

15 0 

1 

4 0 

1 

9 

0 

1 

14 

0 

Banggah 

0 7 0 

0 14 0 

1 

5 0 

1 

12 0 

2 

3 

0 

2 

10 

0 
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0 6 0 
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1 
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1 
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1 

14 
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«> 

4 

0 
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1 

2 0 
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1 

14 
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2 
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0 6 0 

0 

9 0 

0 

12 0 

0 

15 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Ch and era a gore 

Nnddea, Santipoor and 

0 1 0 
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0 2 0 

0 t 0 

0 

6 0 

0 

8 0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Soory Beerbhoom and Soorol 

0 3 0 

0 6 o 

0 

9 0 

0 

12 0 

0 

15 

0 

1 
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2 
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1 
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1 

14 

ft 

2 
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1 
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1 

15 

0 

2 

4 
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0 
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0 

15 
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1 

2 

0 
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1 

4 
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1 

o 

0 
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0 
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1 

o 
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1 

9 

0 

1 

14 
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5 

5 
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:* 
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5 
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6 

4 

0 

7 
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9 
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Cnntie 

0 2 0 

0 4 0 

0 

6 0 

0 

8 0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Turn look* 

0 2 0 

0 4 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

8 0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Barriepoie 

0 1 0 
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6 
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6 
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0 
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1 
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1 

4 

0 

1 

8 

0 

♦Tolas 







<\ 

COCKRELL 



29th Sept-ember 1701 








Postmastc c Ge nera 


**Genoral Post Office 6th July 1795. 

entered 'it error been committed in the Table of Rates of postage on a letter to Poonah, which is 

j,. /' mill( 2i , rupee * our *unas for a single letter, instead of one rupee seven annas, the Governor General 
fnn.-ivi ,x?ei ‘ to direct, that the mistake he corrected, and that one rupee seven annas he in 

future charged on a single letter to Poonah. 

, IW > t j ^! e i ,l, bnc are also informed that all applications to this Office for letters, or other information, 
.u o made to the Post Master General or to the General Post Office only, as no other will be attended to, 

0. W. BLUNT 


Post Master General 


<SL 
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APPENDIX F 2 

Notice in the Calcutta Gazette September. 17H1. 

to the different SUBORDINATE SUBSTATIONS at which DAWKS are established 
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APPENDIX 

Vostal Notice in the Calcutta 

Notice is hereby given that the Honourable the Oovernor General in 

in the Calcutta Gazette for the convenience 
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G 

G 

7 

7 

8 

rj 

i 

7 

8 

Burragong, via Patna 

6 

3 

5 

X 

1 

5 

5 

7 

G 

0 

8 

G 

9 

9 

10 

7 

7 

8 

Cnopra & Shahabad 

5 

•» 

4 

1 

X 

4 

4 

G 

4 

4 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

6 

G 

7 

Tirhoot 

5 

2 

4 

5 

4 

X 

4 

G 

5 

5 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

G 

G 

7 

Kusai 

4 

2 

4 

5 

4 

4 

X 

6 

5 

4 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

G 

G 

7 

Dooihatta So Hurripanl 

5 

4 

3 

7 

G 

6 

G 

X 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

4 

X 

5 

Roguautpore 

5 

3 

3 

6 

4 

r> 

5 

1 

X 

1 

4 

4 

5 

5 

G 

5 

G 

G 

Haza rriebang 

4 

3 

2 

6 

4 

5 

4 

2 

1 
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5 

5 

G 

G 

7 

6 

x 

7 

Barrack pore 

8 

0 

G 

8 

7 

7 

7 

3 

4 

r> 

x 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

Chaudernagore & Hooglily 
Nnddes, Sautipore and 

8 

6 

G 

8 

7 

7 

7 

3 

4 

5 

1 

X 

1 

2 

2 

2 

o 

Sooksagar 
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7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

G 

1 

1 

X 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Bard wan 
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7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

G 

1 

1 

2 

3 

x 

1 

4 

4 

5 

Beerbhoom. Soory& Soorol 

10 

8 

8 

10 

9 

9 

9 

5 

0 

7 

o 

? 

1 

x 

5 

5 

G 

Moorshedahad 

9 

5 

7 

7 

G 

G 

G 

4 

5 

6 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 

x 

1 

1 

Berhampore 

9 

5 

7 

7 

G 

G 

G 

4 

5 

G 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 

1 


j 

Nat tore 

10 

G 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

5 

G 

7 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

G 

1 

1 


Rajemehal 

10 

3 

8 

G 

5 

5 

5 

5 

G 

7 

n 

3 


G 

1 

2 

2 

Boglipore 

10 

3 

8 

G 

5 

r> 

5 

5 

0 

7 

3 

3 

3 

5 

G 

1 

2 
q 

3 

Rnngpore & Cnochbehar 

11 

G 

9 

8 

G 

6 

G 

6 

t 

8 

4 

4 

4 

G 

7 

3 

/• 

Pnrnia, Dinagepore & 
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«) 

a 

Tangepore 

11 

0 

9 

8 

G 

0 

0 

G 

7 

8 

4 

4 

4 

G 

7 

3 

3 

3 

r 

4 

Moongeer 

5 

2 

4 

5 

4 

4 

4 

G 

7 

8 

4 

4 

4 

U 

<7 

3 

c 

.4 

Dacca & Luckipore 

10 

8 

8 

10 

9 

9 

9 

o 

G 

7 

4 

4 

5 

/ 

« 

G 

6 

5 

Je8Pore & Rn japore 

10 

8 

8 

10 

9 

9 

9 

5 

G 

7 

4 

4 

5 

5 

O 

6 

G 

o 

5 

i) 

Backergunge A: Cnlua 

10 

8 

8 

10 

9 

9 

9 

5 

G 

7 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

O 

5 

Commercolly 

H urriaul 

10 

11 

8 

9 

8 

9 

10 

11 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 

5 

6 

G 

7 

7 

8 

4 

5 

4 

5 

5 

G 

7 

3 

G 

G 

7 

5 

G 

5 

6 

G 

7 

Sylhet 

12 

10 

10 

12 

11 

11 

11 

7 

8 

9 

G 

G 

7 

8 

7 

8 

Tipperali & Moinensing 

12 

10 

10 

12 

11 

11 

11 

- l 
/ 

8 

9 

G 

G 

7 

7 

g 

7 


8 

Bhnnlluah 

13 

11 

11 

13 

12 

12 

12 

8 

8 

10 

7 

7 

H 

8 

£ 

9 

8 

8 

9 

c hittagong 

13 

11 

11 

13 

12 

12 

12 

8 

9 

10 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

Midnapore 

9 

7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

G 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

5 

Cautie 

9 

7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

G 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

5 

Tumlook 

9 

7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

0 

3 

3 

4 

5 

4 

4 

5 

Barriepoi e 

8 

G 

6 

8 

7 

7 

7 

3 

4 


2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

4 

Diamond Point? 

9 

7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

G 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

f> 

Cox’* Island 

8 

9 

9 

11 

10 

10 

10 

0 

7 

8 

5 

5 

6 

G 

7 

0 

0 

7 

Bailasore, Jellasore 

9 

7 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

5 

6 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

5 

Cufctak 

10 

8 

8 

10 

9 1 

9 

9 

r> 

0 

7 

4 

4 

r> 

.5 

6 

5 

f» 

0 

0 an jam 

32 

10 

10 

12 

11 

11 

11 1 

7 i 

8 1 

9 

6 

0 

7 

7 

8 

7 

7 

8 


N. B. AH Letters exceeding in weight 2$ Sicca Rupees, to pay 
Europe delivered in Calcutta, to pay Eight Annas if not 
AH Letters from Ships delivered in Calcutta (Europe excepted) 
in proportion of the first Table of Rates. 
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March 1795 

( ouncil lias been pleased to authorise the Rat^s of Postage to he published 
of the public at Calcutta, and the Subordinates. 

c. W. Blunt, P.M.G. 
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Gazette dated 19 
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Postage in the proportion of the lirst table of Rates. All Letters from 
exceeding 1 welve Sicca Weight, and one Rupee it above that weight, 
to pay One Anna each, if not exceeding 'lk Sicca Weight and to pay 


(signed) C. W. Blunt, P.M.G. 
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APPENDIX F 4 

Table of Kates of Postage from Calcutta to Different Places March 19, 1795 



Letters Letters Letters Letters 


Calcutta to 

Weighing 
exactly 24 
to pay 

Weighing 
more than 
2£ to 3h 
to pay 

Weighing 
more than 

3 & to p 
to pay 

Weighing 
more than 
4J to 5 h 
to pay 


Rs. As. 

Rs. As. 

Rs. As. 

Rs. As. 

Benares ^ 

7 

14 

1 5 

1 12 

Patna 

5 

10 

15 

1 4 

Sheergutty, Ramghur 

5 

10 

15 

1 4 

& Gyah 

Burragong 

7 

14 

1 5 

1 12 

Chuprah or Sircar Saran 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

Tirhoot & Shahabad 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

Buxar 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

Doorhutta or Hurripaul 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Rognauthpore 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Hazareebaug 

4 

8 

12 

1 0 

Barrackpore, Hooghly 
& Chandernagore 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Nuddea, Santipore & 
Sooksagar 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Burdwan 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Beerbhoom, Soory, Soorol 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Moorshedabad 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Berhampore 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Nattore 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Rajmahal 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Boglepore 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Rungpore & Coochbehar 

4 

8 

12 

1 0 

Purnea, Dinagepore & 
Tanjepore 

4 

8 

12 

1 0 

Mongheer 

4 

8 

12 

1 0 

Dacca & Luckipore 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Jessore & Rajapore 

3 

6 

9 

12 
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Letters Letters Letters Letters 
Calcutta to Weighing Weighing Weighing Weighing 



exactly 2£ 
to pay 

more than 

2 h to 3 h 
to pay 

more than more than 

3£ to 4* A\ to 5-£ 

to pay to pay 


Rs. As. 

Rs. As. 

Rs. As. 

Rs. As. 

Backergunge & Culnuh 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Commercolly 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Hurriaul 

4 

8 

12 

1 0 

Sylhet & Tipperah 

5 

10 

15 

1 4 

Mimensingh 

5 

10 

15 

1 4 

Ballooah 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

Chittagong 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

Midnapore 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Contai 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Tumlook 

2 

4 

6 

3 

Barripore 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Diamond Point 

5 2 

4 

6 

8 

Cox’s Island 

4 

8 

12 

1 C 

Ballasore & Jellesore 

2 

4 

6 

8 

Cuttack 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Gan jam 

5 

10 

15 

,1 4 

Madras, full Postage 

12* 2 5 

3 7 h 

4 10 

Hyderabad 

12 

1 8 

2 4 

3 0 

Poonah 

1 4 

2 8 

3 12 

5 0 

Bombay 

1 9 

3 2 

4 11 

6 4 

N.B. Letters exceeding the Weight above 

specified shall pay in 


proportion. 
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APPENDIX G 

Postal Regulations in 1798 vide a Postal Notice issued by the Public 
Department on 9th July 1798; through the Calcutta Gazette. 

Notice is hereby given that the Right Honorable the Governor 
General in Council has been pleased to pass the following Regulation 
for the Post Office Department, to take' effect from the 1st of August next. 

1st. That all letters of every description, not on the public service, shall 

99 
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be liable to postage, except those bearing the signature of the Governor 
General, the Commander in Chief, or a Member of the Supreme Council 
on the envelope or such as may come addressed to them respectively. 



2d. That all letters marked “on the service” coming from or addressed 
to the following public officers and offices and bearing on the envelope 
the name and official designation of the person by whom the letter may 
be written shall be received free of postage:— 


The Governor General 

The Commander in Chief 

Their Secretaries and Persian Interpreters 

A Member of the Supreme Council 

The Secretary to the Government 

The Sub Secretary 

The Persian Interpreter to the Govt. 

Registrar of the Sudder Pewarmy and Nizamut Adawlats 
The Revenue, Commercial and Military Boards 
Their Respective Secretaries 
Medical Board and their Secretaries 

The Board of Superintendents for improving the breed of 
cattle and the Secretary thereof 
The Accountant General 

Accounts to the Judicial, Revenue and Commercial 
Departments 

The Superintendent of Stamps 

Residents at either of the Durbar of foreign Courts 

The Courts of Appeal or their Registrars 

The Zillah Judges and Magistrates 

Commercial Residents 

Behar and Benares Opium Agents 

Collectors of Government Customs 

Salt Agents 

The General Officers on the Staff and Commanding Officers 
at Stations 

The Adjutant General and his Deputy 
Military Paymaster General, Paymasters to Military 
Stations 

Majors of Brigade 

Judge Advocate General and Post Master General 


That all Letters marked on service not attested as above described 
shall be liable to postage. 

3d. That conformable to the principle of charging two annas for each 
single letter for every hundred miles — the following are the rates now 
to take effect:— 
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Present rate of postage per 
single letter 


Rates of Inland Postage 


From Calcutta to the 
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Rs. As. Rs. As. Rs. As. Rs. As. Rs. As. Rs. As. Rs. As. Rs. As. 


1 Barrackpore, Houghly 



and Chandernagove 

1 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 : 

0 

5 

2 

Mirzapore, Nuddea, Sooksagar 
and Burdwan 

2 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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Ganjam, this includes nil letters on a line 
to Madras and beyond—Postage on which 
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of 1R. 1A. is received for letters sent via 
Madras for Europe, or the option of the 
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N. B- : Letters exceeding the weight above specified shall pay in proportion. 
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Rate of Ship Postage 

4th. That postage to be levied on all letters of every denomination, 
whether imported or exported, from or to England, or from or to any 
port or ports in other parts of Europe, Asia, Africa and America and 
charged conformable to the following table of rates:— 

IMPORTS — when deliverable in Calcutta. 

Single letter, not exceeding 1 6 shall pay 4 annas 
Double do. 1 6 ditto 2 ditto 8 do. 

Treble do. 2 ditto 2 8 ditto 10 do. 

Quad. do. 2 8 ditto 3 ditto 12 do. 

and so on liable to an increase of two annas postage on every additional 
eight annas of weight. 

When letters imported are not delivered in Calcutta, but forwarded 
direct thro’ the General Post Office to persons beyond the Presidency, 
they shall be liable to one half only of the rate specified in the aforegoing 
table, in addition to the established inland postage. 

Where such letters are addressed and forwarded to persons residing 
beyond the Company’s provinces, the ship postage thereof, as well as 
the inland postage thereon incurred betwixt the Presidency and Benares, 
shall be collected by the Officers, whether Civil or Military in charge 
of the duties of receipt and dispatch of letters at the station" where the 
persons receiving such letters may reside. 

EXPORTS 

That all ship letters passing through the General Post Office whether 
received from the interior of the country, or delivered into the Office 
at Calcutta shall be liable to the full postage, the latter as per table 
of rates imported. 

When such letters are received from stations beyond the Company’s 
provinces, the postage shall be paid and accounted for, as per ship letters 
imported. 

5th. That as an encouragement to persons (having ship letters) to bring 
them to the General Post Office, a reward of one anna per letter shall 
be paid to the person (so bringing them) upon delivery thereof. 

6th. That all News-Papers, including that published by Authority, be 

alike, subjected to the same postage, conformable to the prescribed rates 
of letters. 

<th. That the boxes now in use at the Secretary’s Office for the receipts 
of letters for Europe, be removed to the General Post Office, where all 
letters, ieceived for exportation, shall be deposited, so soon as registerv 
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thereof shall have been made describing the address on the envelope 
and the person by whom sent, or delivered. 

8th. That all letters so received and registered shall be forwarded by 
the Ships, foi which they may be designated by the address of the letters, 
or if the ship so designated be sailed, by the ship which may be next 
after despatch. 

9th. That the boxes of letters, when made up and closed, be forwarded 
from the General Post Office, in the same manner, as they now are from 
the Council House to the office of the Master Attendant. 

10th. That where a Public Officer under Government shall have occasion 
to correspond with individuals not on the public service, but on the 
more immediate business of the individual, as in the case of transmitting 
bills of exchange, promissory notes, receipts, or any other description of 
Government securities, etc. etc. The Public Officer forwarding the 
letters shall, in such cases, superscribe on the envelope with his official 
signature, the words “bearing postage”, when letters, having such super¬ 
scription, shall be received at the General Post Office without postage 
being then paid, and the Post Master of the station, to which this letter 
goes, shall collect the amount from the party to whom it may be addressed 
and delivered, and from whom the postage shall be recovered; and when, 
vice versa, such letters are addressed by an individual to a public officer 
of Government, the postage shall be received from the person delivering 
the letter at the Post Office. 

When letters of this description are addressed to persons residing 
beyond the provinces, the postage shall be collected, as per regulations, 
ship letters. 

11th. That hereafter the hours for despatch of the dauk shall be six 
in the evening, in lieu of nine as at present; and the hours for the 
General Post Office to be open to the public shall be as follows:— 

From 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. for both receipt and delivery of letters 
to persons enquiring for or bringing letters to the office and 
From 3 to 6 P.M. for the receipt of letters only. 

The Right Honorable the Governor General is pleased to grant an indulg¬ 
ence of exemption of postage to all privates and non-commissioned 
officers of his Majesty’s Navy and Military service, as likewise on letters 

from the Orphan Society under certain instructions which shall be dulv 
notified. 

Published by Order of the Right Hon’ble 
the Governor General in Council 

1 l 

D. CAMPBELL 

9th July 1798. Sub. 
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APPENDIX 



1 Postal Notice in the Colcutta 

TABLE of RATES of POSTAGE from and to the diflerent 
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JV li All letters exceeding in weight one rupee six annas to pay postage in the 
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Gazette dated 26th, July, 1768. 


SUBORDINATE SUBSTATIONS at which DAWKS are 
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3 

3 

o 

2 

1 

0 

4 

4 

5 

ft 

G 

G 

G 

5 

G 

8 

G 

8 

9 

1- 

1-12 

2- 0 

5 

10 

10 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

0 

4 

5 

5 

8 

8 

8 

7 

8 

10 

8 

10 

12 

1- 2 

1-14 

i 2- 2 

9 

30 

10 

10 

2 

8 

4 

3 

4 

4 

0 

r> 

ft 

8 

8 

8 

7 

8 

10 

8 

10 

12 

1- 2 

1-14 

| 2- 2 

n 

10 

1U 

10 

3 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

0 

1 

8 

8 

8 

i 

8 

10 

8 

10 

12 

1- 2 

1-U 

! 2- 2 

n 

in 

10 

to 

3 

4 

i 

i 

r, 

5 

5 

l 

0 

8 

8 

8 

7 

8 

10 

8 

10 

12 

1- 2 

3-14 

2~ l> 

5 

6 

G 

0 

0 

5 

r> 

9 

G 

8 

8 

8 

8 

0 

2 

1 

3 

4 

G 

4 

6 

8 

14 

1-10 

1-14 

5 

0 

G 

G 

6 

5 

5 

5 

G 

8 

8 

8 

8 

2 

0 

1 

3 

4 

G 

4 

G 

8 

14 

1-10 

i 1-14 

5 

G 

G 

6 

G 

r> 

r> 

f> 

G 

8 

8 

8 

8 

r 

1 

0 

3 

1 

G 

4 

6 

8 

14 

1 1-10 

1-14 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

5 

7 

7 

7 

7 

3 

3 

3 

0 

3 

ft 

3 

ft 

7 

13 

1- 9 

1-13 

ft 

G 

G 

G 

G 

r» 

r> 

5 

G 

8 

8 

8 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

14 

1-10 

1 -14 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

0 

G 

G 

ft 

2 

I) 

6 

8 

10 

1- 0 

1-12 

2- 0 

r» 

6 

U 

G 

G 

5 

5 

3 

6 j 

• 8 

8 

8 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

4 

U 

0 

2 

4 

10 

1- G 

1—lo 

7 

8 1 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

* 1 

10 

lo 

10 

10 

G 

G 

* G 

5 

0 

8 

2 

0 

2 

8 

1- 4 

1- 8 


I roportion of the above Table of Rates. 
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N ° Bangy to those stations 



Bates of Postage vide a General Post Office 
notice dated 4th January, 1802 


(Calcutta Gazette) 

Notice is hereby given that the Honourable the Vice President in 
Council has been pleased to order, that the following rates of Postage 
shall be established for the Post Office Department, to take effect from 
the first of February next ensuing:— 

J s 

NO. 1 


RATES OF POSTAGE FROM CALCUTTA TO DIFFERENT PLACES 



Barriekporc, Hoogly and 
Chandernagore 

Nndden, Santipore, Golagore 

2 

4 

0 

8 

10 

12 

14 

1 

1 2 

1 4 

and Sooksnugor 

H 

0 

0 

12 

15 

1 2 

1 5 

1 8 

1 11 

1 14 

Bu rdwan 

3 

6 

9 

12 

15 

1 2 

1 5 

1 8 

1 11 

1 14 

Beerbhoom and Soorol 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 4 

1 8 

1 12 

2 

2 4 

2 8 

Moorthedabad & Bar ha 

N alto re Rajniahal, Mb Ida 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 4 

1 8 

1 12 

2 

2 4 

2 8 

nud Boglipore 

5 

10 

15 

1 4 

1 9 

1 14 

2 3 

2 8 

2 13 

3 2 

Monghyr, Puruea, Linage- 










poor au dKangpore 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

1 14 

2 4 

2 10 

3 

3 6 

3 12 

Doorhuttah 

2 

4 

0 

8 

10 

12 

14 


1 2 

1 4 

Beselnpore and Jveerpoy 

5 

f» 

9 

12 

15 

1 2 

1 5 

1 8 

1 11 

1 14 

Haza reelm rg 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 4 

1 8 

1 12 

2 

2 4 

2 8 

Shcrgotly, (Jynh, Kamghur 









and Chass 

5 

10 

15 

1 4 

1 9 

1 14 

2 

2 8 

2 13 

3 6 


Patna and J>innporo 

6 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

1 14 

2 4 

2 ]o 


o s . 
3 12 

Tirhoot, iSarnn.Boxnrand 







Bnrragong 

7 

14 

7 5 

1 12 

2 3 

2 10 

3 I 

3 8 

3 15 

4 (3 

Benares, (fatizipmt', 






Mirzapore and dannpore 
Allahabad 

( 'awnpure and Lucknow 

Pntty Ghnr 
.lessor© 

Backergunge, (’ulna and 

7 

7 

| 

8 

14 

14 

1 

1 

(1 

1 5 

1 5 

1 8 

1 8 

9 

1 12 

1 12 
*i 

2 

12 

2 8 

2 8 

2 8 

2 8 

15 

2 10 

2 10 

3 

3 

1 2 

3 1 

3 1 

3 8 

3 8 

1 5 

3 8 

3 8 

4 

4 

1 8 

3 15 

3 15 

4 8 

4 8 

1 11 

4 (» 

4 0 

5 

5 

1 14 

Commereolly 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 4 

1 4 

1 8 

1 12 

•» 

2 4 

2 8 

Dacca. LudWpore & Huriaul 

5 

10 

15 

1 U 

1 14 

2 8 

2 13 

3 2 

Sylbri Tipperuh, '’ormnilla. 



J o 



Bnlloah and Chittagong 

Ha moo 

H 

7 

12 

14 

1 2 

1 5 

1 8 

1 12 

1 14 

2 8 

2 4 

2 10 

2 10 

3 1 

is 8 

3 0 

3 15 

3 12 
•1 it 

"Miduapore and Balasore, 1 






1 2 


Turn look, Barrie pore f 

~ 

4 

0 

8 

10 

12 

14 

1 

1 4 

Diamond Point 

2 

4 

n 

8 

10 

12 

14 

1 

l 2 

1 4 

Kedgeree, Cuttack & Coutai 
trail jam: Thin include; nil 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 4 

1 8 

1 12 

2 

2 4 

2 8 

letters on a line lo Madras 











and beyond...Postage on 
which i« only charged ro 
Canjanr-Full Postage of 

I Rupee 8 annas 

0 

12 

1 2 

1 8 

1 14 

2 4 

2 10 


3 0 

3 12 

Hyderabad. Postage charged 
only to Guntoor. < Full 











postage for single letter i* 
is 12 annas 1 

0 

1 4 

1 14 

2 8 

H 2 

3 12 

4 6 

5 

5 10 

0 4 

Podunh 1 

0 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Bombay 1 

o 

2 4 

3 6 

-1 8 

5 10 

9 12 

7 H 

9 

10 2 

11 4 


106 









• MINIS Tfiy 


News-Papers will be rated as Single Letters 



Note. No letters exceeding the Weight above specified, except for those 
staions marked, will be received at the General Post Office for 
transmission by Dawk, but in order to accommodate the Public, a 
Bangy will be dispatched once a Week both from the General and 
Subordinate Post Office for the transmission of Parcels, of News- 
Papers, Magazines and other Papers and Parcels; at the Rates as 
per Table No. 3. 
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NO. 

TABLE of RATES of POSTAGE from nn.f to To JrtTerenf SUBORDINATE 



1 

J | 

1 

P 

p 

J! 

cj 

: 

.2 

J 

cr 

cr 

"c* 

3* 

t r. 
4> 
»-> 

«s 

« 

• 5 

p 

s 

« 

1 ® 

o 

o 

. p 

cr 

£ 

5 

o 

»- 

c- 

p 

2 

■ cr 

cr 

P* 

ti 

a 

3 

ti 

« 

s~ 

'f 

p. 

a 

a 

EH 

p 

o 

P 

P 

rt 

u 

a 

X 

5 

e5 

3 

L" 

0 

"ti 

5 

er 

X 

>i 

fcf 

5 

53 

tt 

rt 

£ 

*£ 

cr 

N 

hr 

P 

o 

p 

p 

e; 

p 

a 

If 

P5 

o 

PS 

0 

i-i 

a 

? 

c 

c 

w 

cj 

a 

p. 

p 

a 

w 

t/J 

s 

o 

CJ 

o 

Is 

8 § 
o n 
p. 

SI 

«£> 

Nnddea, Snntipove 

S4 

cr 

> 

r e 

*4 

s 

Pnfttyghnr 


3 

4 

G 

fi 

•i 

c 

0 

7 

7 

7 

7 

G 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

(\v.vnpore 

3 


2 

4 

G 

G 

0 

G 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

. X 

10 

10 

Lucknow* 

4 

2 


5 

5 

6 

G 

4 

7 

7 

7 

7 

G 

G 

G 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

X 

Allahabad 

0 

4 

5 


3 

1 

4 

4 

G 

G 

G 

G 

4 

G 

G 

7 

7 

7 

8 

X 

8 

X 

B *uares etc. 

C 

G 

5 

3 


2 

2 

2 ; 

5 

ft 

ft 

ft 

2 

4 

5 

G 

7 

G 

8 

7 

7 

7 

Patna & Oinapora 

7 

7 

7 

0 - 

5 

3 

6 

6 


3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

4 

6 

G 

G 

7 

7 

7 

Knrragong 

7 

7 

7 

f> 

5 

5 

U 

G 

3 


3 

3 

4 

4 

ft 

G 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

‘ ’htiprnh 

7 

7 

7 

0 

5 

5 

G 

*i 

2 

3 


5 

4 

4 

ft 

G 

7 

7 

7 

7 

X 

K 

Tirhoofc 

7 

7 

7 

6 

5 

4 

5 

6 

•j 

3 

2 


4 

4 

5 

6 

7 

G 

7 

7 

7 

7 

liuxar via Gsuzipofe* 

G 

6 

G 

4 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 


5 

:> 

G 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Shergott/ 

7 

7 

0 

G 

4 

ft 

5 

5 

3 

1 

4 

4 

ft 

8 

2 

8 

4 

4 

5 

r ( 

G 

0 

Hazaribang 

1 7 

7 

G 

(i 

5 

ft 

5 

5 

4 

ft 

ft 

5 

5 

2 


3 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

ft 

Rogonautpore 

7 

7 

7 

7 

G 

G 

G 

G 

4 

G 

G 

G 

G 

3 

3 


2 

2 

3 

4 

ft 

ft 

Harripaal 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

4 

4 

2 


2 

2 

2 

g 

3 

Keerpoy & BisRenpore- 

8 

8 

8 

7 

0 

7 

7 

7 

0 

7 

7 

G 

7 

4 

2 

2 

2 


3 

3 

4 

5 

Calcutta 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

5 

4 

3 

2 

3 


2 

3 

3 

Barrickpore 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

ft 

4 

4 

2 

3 

2 


2 

3 

NTnrtdea & Sautipore 

1J 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

7 

7 

G 

5 

ft 

3 

4 

3 

2 


8 

Hard wan 

10 

10 

K 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

7 

7 

0 

5 

ft 

3 

ft 

3 

3 

3 


Bee rh boom 

10 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

G 

G 

G 

4 

ft 

4 

4 

4 

2 

Moorshedabaci & Berhaul 
pore 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

5 

8 

8 

G 

ft 

7 

6 

6 

4 

G 

4 

4 

3 

ft 

Natfcore 

10 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

5 

7 

7 

0 

5 

7 

*i 

G 

5 

G 

5 

ft 

3 

ft 

Rajemahal 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

ft 

G 

G 

G 

5 

ft 

7 

G 

5 

G 

5 

ft 

4 

(i 

Bogl fpore 

M aid a 

X 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

4 

5 

ft 

ft 

5 

ft 

7 

7 

6 

G 

ft 

ft 

5 

G 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

ft 

G 

G 

5 

ft 

ft 

7 

0 

G 

0 

5 

ft 

ft 

6 

Mougheer 

8 

8 

7 

G 

(i 

fi 

G 

G 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

0 

G 

6 

G 

G 

G 

6 

G 

Rungpore & Coofhbeliar 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

G 

7 

6 

G 

G 

6 

G 

G 

(j 

Purnea A* Dinagepore 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

7 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 

6 

G 

Dacca & Lurkipore 

10 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

G 

5 

G 

5 

ft 

G 

6 

.lessors 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

K 

8 

7 

G 

6 

5 

ft 

l 

3 

8 

4 

ft 

Backergunge & < 'ulna 

10 

lu 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

G 

5 

ft 

4 

4 

ft 

6 

i ’ommercolly 

10 

10 

8 

K 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

& 

ft 

ft 

4 

4 

5 

ft 

Harriaul 

12 

12 

10 

K 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

G 

G 

ft 

ft 

5 

ft 

5 

Sylhet 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

0 

7 

G 

G 

G 

7 

t'ommillah & Myrnenslng 

12 

12 

10 

10 

* 

8' 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

6 

7 

G 

G 

G 


Bulloah 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

8 

K 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

m 

8 

7 

7 

G 

7 

G 

G 

6 

7 

Chittagong 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

8 

7 

7 

6 

7 

G 

H 

6 

4 

7 

Miduapore 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

7 

G 

G 

ft 

4 

* 3 


4 

4 


Turn look 

8 

H 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

7 

G 

G 

3 

M 

2 

2 

3 

| 

Barrieporp 

8 

H 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7, 


5 

5 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

Diamond Point 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

G 

G 

5 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

5 

Kedgeree A. < ’auntie 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

G 

G 

4 

5 

4 

4 



Ballasore A: delInsure 

10 1 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

G 

ft 

G 

4 

? 

G 

< ’utta-'k 
(Tanjam (vide 

10 j 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

► 

8 

8 

7 

6 

5 

0 

4 

4 

6 

G 

Remark in No. I 

12 1 

12 


10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

.0 

10 

1C 

10 1 

8 

8 

7 

G 

0 

(5 

fi 

G 

7 


N.B. Letters exceeding the weight allowed for a single letter, viz. one 
letters addressed from one intermediate station to another and not rated 
fifty miles; exceeding that to a hundred miles, three annas; above a 
anna for every hundred miles after the first. This rule to be observed 
Dawks are employed. 
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e 

c 

c 

2 

<u 

& 

© 

© 

c. 

5 

K 

T 

£ 

3 

.c 

- 

© 

.n 

os 

s- 

c 

r© 

p . 

a 

r- 

c 

£ 

G ) 

3 

« 

P 

o 

ft 

Tt 

c 

2Q 

ci 

75 

© 

© 

fcfi 

o 

p , 

1 

O 

© 

o 

tt 

£ 

PS 

p 

c 

p . 

a 

tt 

rt © 

^ S 

CO 
© tt 
r ~ 

5 ~ 

c 

©. 

51* 

£ 

fi 

© 

© 

yj 

03 

CJ 

ci 

© 

tt 

?! 

© 

s 

>> 

© 

u 

© 

5 

£ 

© 

*3 

3 

K 

© 

.3 

C? 

tt 

7 

© 

e 

>» 

P < 

*3 

*3 

C 

o 

tt 

3 

3 

ci 

3 

tt 

© 

St 

■ 

© 

u 

O ' 

ii 

o 

c 

£ 

EH 

© 

© 

u 

£ 

’© 

o 

.2 

3 

©* 

c 

rtf 

© j 

JV l 

© 

© 

3 

*© 

£ 

© 

05 ! 

3 

1 

j * 

5 

5 

£ 

7 t 

3 

Z © > 

B4 

3 3 

t| 1 

Sc 

3 

T >> 1 

ci 

*3 

>» 

PP 

_ 

e 

o 

o 

« 

c 

,0 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

12 

12 

32 

12 

12 

10 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

12 

1- 2 

1- 8 

1-10 

IQ 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Vj 

12 

12 

12 

12 

10 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

12 

1- 2 

1- 8 

1-10 

10 

H 

10 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

10 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

lo 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

1- 2 

1- 8 

1-10 

s 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

fi 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

•8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

1- 2 

1- 4 

1- 8 

7 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

fi 

7 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8. 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8' 

1- 0 

1- 4 

1- fi 

s 

> 

ft 

ft 

4 

ft 

3 

7 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8* 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 


7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

1- 0 

1- 4 

1- « 

8 

8 

7 

G 

5 

fi 

4 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

10 

1- 2 

1- 4 

1- 6 

8 

H 

7 

'5 

ft 

fi 

4 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

8 

8 

7 


8 

8 

8 

10 

1- 0 

1- 4 

1- fi 

8 

fi 

fi 

fi 

ft 

ft 
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rupee sicca weight are to pay in the same proportion as fixed in No. 1 
in this table, are to be charged with postage at the rate of two annas for 
hundred to two hundred miles, four annas; and so on at the rate of one 
without detachments from principal military and other stations to which 
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The Honourable the Vice President in Council has also been pleased 
to order, 



1st. That the News-Papers published at the Presidency shall only 
be chargeable with single postage, provided no letter be enclosed within 
the paper, the envelope of which is to be left open at the ends to enable 
the Post Master to ascertain whether there be such enclosures or not. 


2nd. That the practice prevailing at the General Post Office of affixing 
the Post Office Stamp to a receipt, brought by the servants of Europeans, 
with letters to be dispatched, snail extend for all natives, a similar 
acknowledgement will therefore be granted for all native letters, on a 
receipt being prepared by the parties sending them, either in English, 
Fersian or Bengally. 


3rd. The Regulations of the General Post Office and for the Subordinates 
published on 9th July 1798 and those subsequent thereto, are to continue 
in full force excepting such as are set aside by the present publica¬ 
tion 


Pursuant to the notification at the bottom of rates of postage No. 1, 
the Public is hereby informed, that after the 31st current, no packages, 
public or private, exceeding the weight therein mentioned will be taken 
to be forwarded by Dawk, either at the General or Subordinate Post 
Offices, but they will be received for transmission by Banghy agree¬ 
able to the following rates. 


No. 3 

RATES of CHARGES for DAWK BANGIES 

(A list of rates is recorded from Calcutta 
to various subordinate offices) 

No. 4 

RATES of CHARGES for DAWK BANGIES 

(A list of rates is recorded between 
various subordinate offices 

and this is followed by a set of Regulations 
for the Dawk Bangie) 

Notice is hereby also given that the following rates of postage have 
been ordered to be levied on Europe and Ship Letters imported and 
exported, to have effect from this date. 
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POSTAGE proposed to be levied on the receipt 
and delivery of Europe Letters in Calcutta 
and generally on all Ship Letters. 


Letters weighing less than 

1 Sicca "Weight 


2 annas 

Ditto. 

2 


4 „ 

Ditto. 

4 


.8 „ 

Ditto. 

8 

1 

0 rupee 

On all above 

8 

2 

0 „ 


When transmitted to the out stations letters to pay the above, within 
the addition of the ordinary postage, for carriage. 

Conformably to the foregoing rates, letters will be received at the 
General Post Office, for transmission by sea, to all Ports of Europe, Asia, 
Africa, America, frequented by ships going from Bengal; and the Public 
are further informed, that packets will be opened at the General Post 
Office for all the Honourable Company’s ships whether regular or extra, 
and that due notice thereof will be regularly inserted in the Calcutta 
Gazette. 

The bounty offered by the orders of Government of the 9th July, 
1798, of one anna to be paid for every ship letter brought to the General 
Post Office, continues in full force, and will be paid to masters of ships 
and others for any number they may deliver there at the rates above 
specified. 

For the convenience of individuals residing up the country who are in 
the habit of receiving packets from Europe, containing News-Papers, 
Magazines, and other publications, with the exception of those for which 
instructions are already received at the General Post Office, the weekly 
Bangie will be resorted to in future, and the packages sent bearing postage 
conformably to the Rates No. 3, added to the charge for conveyance. 

The Honourable the Vice President in Council has been pleased to 
order, that the packages from Europe etc., which had been sent from 
Madras and Bombay, but which had been refused by the parties on 
account of the high Postage, and . are at pi'esent remaining at the General 
Post Office,' shall be delivered to the individuals to whom they are 
addressed, agreeably to the rates published for Europe and Ship letters. 

C. W. BLUNT, P.M.G. 

APPENDIX I 

Postal Notice-General Post Office, 1st May 1808 

Notice is hereby given that, from and after the 1st of June next, the 
following rates will be charged on all letters and parcels passing through 
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the General Post Office; the public are further informed that the regula¬ 
tions annexed to each table of rates will be most strictly attended to in 
every respect. Inland rates Nos. 4 and 5 shall be published as soon as 
ready. 



J. H. D’OYLY 


Post Master General. 


No. 1. Inland Rates of Postage. 


. > ^ 

From Fort William to 


■l 


For a single 
letter not 
exceeding 1 
sicca weight 


Memorandum 


Barrackpore, Hoogly, Chander- 
nagore, Barripore, Fultah, Dum 
Dum, Baraset, Hurripaul and 
Tumlook 

Burdw'an, Bissenpore, Golagore, 
Jessore, Merzapore, Culna, 
Nuddea, Sooksaugor and Santi- 
pore 

Beerbhoom, Berhampore, Beau- 
leah, Balasore, Conta, Culna 
Moorshedabad, Mahmudpore, 
Midnapore, Rogoonautpore and 
Soorool 

Backergu nge, Cuttack, Dacca, 
Hazaree, Hurriaul, Malda, Nat- 
tore, Rajmahal and Kedgeree 

Chittra, Sheergotty, Gaya, 
Monghyr, Bhogelpore, Purneah, 
Tanjepore, Dinagepore, Runge- 
pore, Comillah, Colinda, Lucky- 
pore, Bullooah, Puttyhaut and 
Jeggernuat 

Sasseram, Patna, Dinapore, 
Hajeepore, Sheebgunge, Coos- 
behar, Mymensing, Sylhet, Chit¬ 
tagong and Ganjam 


Rs. a. p. 

The date stamp, or if 
there are two, that hav¬ 
ing the latest, shows the 
0 2 0 date on which the letter 

was despatched for deli¬ 
very. 

0 3 0 

Persons, therefore, 
having occasion to com¬ 
plain of delay in the de¬ 
livery of their letters are 
0 requested to favour the 
Post Master General, or 
his Secretary, with the 
q covers of them, as it will 
assist materially in dis¬ 
covering where the neg¬ 
lect lies. It is further 
respectfully and earnest¬ 
ly requested of persons 
receiving letters that 
0 they will not detain the 
peons at their doors 
longer than can possib¬ 
ly be avoided, as all, in 
0 rj q general, are alike anxi¬ 
ous to receive their let- 


rj ( 

\U- 

,0 4 

‘ 1'i 

0 1 5 


0 6 
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From Fort William to 

For a single 

letter not Memorandum 

exceeding 1 
sicca weight 

Mirzapore, Chunar, Benares, 
Gauzepore, Buxar, Arrah and 
Chuprah 

Allahabad, Jaunpore, Azimghur, 
Mow and Tirhoot 

w 

o o 

a. p. 

ters and everyone is en¬ 
titled to the same consi- 

8 0 deration in a regular 

and speedy delivery. 

9 0 

Currah, Manickpore, Pertaub- 
ghur and Sultanpore 

*0 

10 0 

Banda, Byramghaut, Calpee, 
Cawnpore, Captaingunge, Fy- 
zabad, Goruckpore and Lucknow 

Q 

11 0 

Belgram, Canouge and Kaira- 
bad 

0 

12 0 

Bairaitch, Etawah, Furruckabad 
and Meenpooree 

0 

13 0 

Agra, Allyghur, Beejaghur, 
Ferozebad, Khassgunge, Muttra, 
Sarsney, Seokobad and Shahabad 

0 

14 | 0 

Anopshire, Bareilly and Hydera¬ 
bad 

0 

1 1 f ' / 

15 0 

Chandowsey, Delhi, and Morada- 
bad 

1 

0 0 

Meerut, Rewarree and Paniput 

1 

1 0 

Carnawl, Nagpore and. Shaha- 
runpur 

1 

2 0 

Poonah, Bombay and Goa 

1 

5 0 

Madras, full postage 

1 

6 0 

Ceylon ditto 

2 

8 0 


<SL 


REGULATIONS 

N.B. The Postage of Letters to Madras and beyond is only demanded 
to Ganjam, except on Letters to Ceylon, on which the full Postage must 
be paid. 
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There are no Bangies further to the Southward than Ganjam. 

Letters for Europe or any other sea conveyance, via Madras, Bombay 
or any other Sea Port, are to pay the full Inland and Ship Postage at 
the Office they may be delivered at for transmission. 


No Letters or Parcels, containing Valuables will be received at the 
General Post Office, unless entered as such, and on indemnification given 
in case of loss or accident. 

No Letters to be received at any Post Office, unless accompanied with 
the Postage they may bear. 

All Letters not exceeding one Sicca Weight to be charged as a single 
Letters at the rates above specified; for a Double, or not exceeding two 
Sicca Weight, twice the amount, and so on in proportion to twentyfive 
Sicca Weight; above which no Parcel or Packets will be received for 
transmission by Dawk, except Law Papers, Accounts, News-Papers or 
Pamphlets which will be received at the rates as in No. 2 Bangy Rates 
published herewith. 


All Letters or parcels covering Company’s Paper of every description 
should be registered at the General Post Office. 

No News-Papers will be received at the General Post Office after 
Five O’Clock P.M. for transmission by the same evening’s • Dawk. 

The hours for the receipt and delivery of Letters and replying to 
any enquiries are from Ten A.M. to One P.M. every day, Sundays 
excepted, and from Three to Six P.M. for receipt only, out of which no 
business can be attended to, unless the receipt of expresses, which will 
be received at all hours. 

That it is left to the option of Natives to pay full or half Postage 
on delivery of their Letters at the different Post Offices to all Places 
except beyond Ganjam; if to Madras to Ganiam only; if to Hyderabad 
or Bombay, full Postage as before must be receivel. 

No. 2. Bangy Rates of Postage 


Note : Here followed in the notice full details of rotes and regulations concerning Bangies, 
but these are not reproduced, as being outside the scope of this publication. These 
rates were amended by o further notice dated 30th June 1808 and additional rotes 
were given as "No. 5" table in o notice published on 4th August 1808. 
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No. 3 Rates of Postage on Ship Letter 

That postage be levied on all Ship Letters of every denomination.. 
Letters from the Members of Government excepted, whether imported 
or exported from or to England, or from or to any Port or Ports in any 
other parts of Europe, Asia, America, Cape of Good Hope, St. Helena 
or to any of the other Ports of Africa and charged conformable to the 
following Table of Rates. 


Imports when deliverable in Calcutta 


Single letter not exceeding 1 Sicca Weight shall pay 2 annas 

in addition to 

from 1 to 2 „ „ 


4 „ 

any Inland 

Postage that 

2 „ 4 >, „ 


8 „ 

may be due 

4 » ® >» » 


1.0 rupee 

thereon. 

& » „ yy 

>> 

2.0 „ 


16 „ 25 ,, „ 


3.0 „ 

} 


and so on liable to an increase of two annas postage on each Sicca Weight 
exceeding 25 in addition to any Inland Postage that may be due thereon. 

When transmitted to the Out Stations, Letters to pay the above, 
with the addition of the Ordinary Postage for carriage. 

Conformably to the foregoing Rates, Letters will be received at the 
General Post Office for transmission by sea to all Ports of Europe, Asia 
and America, Cape of Good Hope, St. Helena; or to any of the other 
Ports of Africa, frequented by Ship going from Bengal, or any other 
part of India to which the Dawks do not go; the Public are further 
informed that the Packets will be opened at the General Post Office for 
the receipt of Letters for Europe by all the Honorable Company’s Ships, 
whether Regular or Extra, and that due notice thereof will be regularly 
inserted in the Calcutta Gazette. 

The bounty offered by the Orders of Government of the 9th July 
1798, of one Anna to be paid for every Ship Letter brought to the General 
Post Office continues in full force, as to Letters deliverable at Calcutta, 
and will be paid to Masters of Ships and others, for any number they 
may deliver at the rate above specified. 

For the convenience of Individuals residing up the Country, who are 
in the habit of receiving Packets from Europe, containing News-Papers, 
Magazines and other Publications, with the exception of those for which 
instructions are already received at the General Post Office, the Weekly 
Bangies will be resorted to in future, and the Packages sent bearing 
Postage, conformably to the Rate No. 2 added to the above charge. 
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That all Ship Letters passing through the General Post Office, whether 
received from the Interior of the Country, or delivered into the office 
at Calcutta, shall be liable to the full Postage, the same as per Table 
of Rates imported. 

Where such letters are received from the upper stations, the Inland 
and Ship Postage shall be paid and accounted for, or if received for 
transmission by Sea via any other port of India, the Inland and Ship 
Postage must alike be paid and accounted for. 

2d. That as an encouragement to persons (having Ship Letters) to bring 
them to the General Post Office, a reward of one Anna per Letter shall 
be paid to the person (for bringing them) upon delivery thereof. 

3d. That all News-Papers, including that published by authority, be 
alike subject to the same Postage, conformable to the prescribed Rates 
for Letters, if both ends are left open, unless found to contain any Letters 
>r Writing except the Superscriptions or Address, and then to be charged 
for each Sicca Weight agreeable to Rates No. 1 published herewith. 

4th. The Registers of all Letters received for exportation shall be kept 
at the General Post Office, describing the address as on the envelope, 
and the person by whom sent or delivered. 

5th. That all Letters so received and registered shall be forwarded by 
the Ships, for which they may be designated by the address of the Letter, 
or if the ship so designated be sailed, they shall be returned, bearing the 
Inland Postage of the return, but if not designated for any particular 
Ship, they shall be forwarded by the Ship which may be next after 
dispatched. 

By Order of the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council 

J. H. D’OYLY 

General Post Office May 1, 1808. Post Master General. 

APPENDIX J 

Madras Government Advertisement dated 19th November, 1808 

“Notice is hereby given that the Honourable the Governor in Council 
has been pleased to establish the following improved Regulations for the 
Post Office Department, which are to take effect from 1st December next. 

1. That all letters of every description not on the Public Service 
shall be liable to postage, except those from, and bearing the signature 
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of the Governor, a Judge of the Supreme Court, a Member of Council, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, or His Majesty’s Naval Commander- 
in-Chief, on the envelope, or such as may be franked by the Chief 
Secretary to Government. 

2. That all letters addressed to the Governor, Commander-in-Chiet, 
a Judge of the Supreme Court, a Member of Council or His Majesty’s 
Naval Commander-in-Chief, shall bear the usual postage, except such as 
may be exclusively on the Public Service, from an Official Record, and 
are included in the list hereafter directed to be delivered in Monthly 
upon honoui'. 

3. That no postage be charged on letters on the Service. 

4. That all letters marked “On the Service” coming from the 
following Officers, and Offices, and bearing on the envelope the name 
and official designation of the person by whom they may be written, shall 
pass free of Postage:— 

• i > • 

The Governor. 

Chief Judge of the Supreme Court. 

The Commander-in-Chief. 

The Admiral. 

Their Secretaries. 

Membei’s in Council. 

Puisne Judges of the Supreme Court. 

The Chief Secretary to Government. 

The Secretaries of the Revenue, Commercial, Military and 
Medical Boards; Letters to be endorsed “Oh the 
Service” and signed on the envelope with the words 
“by oi'der of the Board of.” 

Registrar of the Sudder Adawlut. 
do. of Circuit Courts, 
do. of Zillah Courts. 

The above letters to be endorsed “On Service” and signed on the 
envelope with the words “by oi'der of the Court of ...” 

Revenue Collectors. 

Commercial Residents. 

Residents at Durbai's and Foreign Courts. 
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Accountant-General. 

Postmaster-General. 

General Officers on the Staff. 

Chief Engineer. 

Commandant of Artillery. 

Town Major of Fort St. George, Commanding Officers of 
Stations, Corps or Detachments, Assistant Adjutant, 
and Quarter-Master-Generals of Divisions. 

Ad j utant-General. 

Deputy do. to the King’s Troops. 

Quarter-Master-General. 

Military Auditor-General. 

Military Paymaster-General. 

Paymasters to Stations. 

Deputy do. to the King’s troops. 

Judge Advocate-General and Deputies. 

General Agent for Cavalry Supplies. 

Agent for Public Cattle. 

Agent for Gun Carriages. 

Commisary of Stores in charge of the Arsenal at Fort 
St. George. 

Superintending Surgeons of Divisions. 

5. All letters from, or to, Non-Commissioned Officers or Privates in 
His Majesty’s Navy and Army, or from, or to, European Non-Commis¬ 
sioned Officers and Privates, or from, or to, Native Commissioned or 
Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, in the Honourable Company’s 
Marine and Military Service, shall pass free of postage; but in order to 
prevent any abuse of this indulgence, no letters from the above descrip¬ 
tion of persons shall be exempted from Postage, unless they bear on the 
envelope the official signature of their respective Commanding Officers. 
With a view to prevent as much as possible any abuse of the foregoing 
indulgence, it is directed that, the number of letters so franked do not 
exceed the proportion of one letter daily to every two hundred men in 
quarters, and of one letter to every hundred men, when marching or 
in the field, and further that letters so franked are to be included in the 
register hereafter directed to be sent monthly. 
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6. That all letters marked “On the Service” not attested as before 
described, shall be liable to postage. 

7. That when a Public Officer under Government shall have occasion 
to correspond with individuals not on the Public Service, but on the 
more immediate business of the individuals, as in the case of transmitting 
Bills of Exchange, Promissory Notes, Receipts, or any other description 
of Government Securities, &c. &c., the Public Officer forwarding the 
letters shall, in such cases, superscribe on the envelope, with his official 
signature, the words “bearing postage”. When letters having such 
superscription shall be received at the General Post Office, the Postmaster 
of the Station to which the letter goes shall collect the amount from 
the party to whom it may be addressed and delivered; and when vice 
versa, such letters are addressed by an individual to a Public Officer 
of Government, the Postage shall be received from the person delivering 
the letter at the Post Office. 

8. All letters from Subordinate Officers to their respective Boards 
are to be addressed to the Board, and not to the Secretary, who is however 
to frank all letters from the Board in the form before directed; and all 
letters to other public officers are to be addressed to the head of the 
office, and not to any Subordinate Officer in it. 

9. That conformable to the principle of charging 1£ fanams for each 
single letter for every 100 miles, the following rates are to be adopted. 

Letters not exceeding in weight one rupee to be considered as 

single. 


from 1 

to 

U double, 

n 

to 

2 treble 

2 

to 

2% quadruple, 


to 

3 or 1 oz. 


to be considered as a packet, and to bear five times the original Postage, 
and for every additional half ounce treble the original Postage of a single 
letter to the place where such letter is addressed is to be added, to the 
extent of 12 ounces, beyond which all letters are to be sent by the Cavedy 
Tappal, (Author’s note: Parcel Post). 

10. That postage be levied on all ship letters to or from all parts 
of the world, and charged conformable to the following table of rates, 
with the exception of Europe letters from and to the Governor, Judges 
of the Supreme Court, Members of Council, and Naval and Military 
Commander-in-Chief:— 

Single letters weighing as marked in the preceding table, to pay 
o fanams, and beyond that to increase at the rate of 1J fanams for every 
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\ rupee weight till the weight shall exceed 12 rupees, when they are to 
be considered as Packets, and subject to the Payment of one Pagoda. 

11. All ship letters for the outstations to be liable to the rates 
specified in the foregoing table, in addition to the established Inland 
Postage; and that on all ship letters for the outstations upon which ship 
postage has not been paid, “ship postage not paid” is to be marked on 
the envelope, and the ship postage thereof, as well as the inland postage 
thereof, is to be collected by the Postmaster of the Station, at which the 
person resides to whom the letter is addressed. That the ship postage 
on all letters intended for exportation is to be collected from the parties 
at the foregoing rates by the Postmaster of the Office into which the 
letter is first put, along with the inland postage they may bear to the 
General Post Office. 

12. That as an encouragement to person having ship letters to bring 
them to the Post Office, a reward of one fanam shall be paid to the 
;erson so bringing them on delivery thereof. 

13. That all newspapers pay postage, that those (with the exception 
of the Government Gazette) within the weight of one ounce be considered 
as single letters, and pay accordingly, and that all beyond that weight 
pay pro rata according to their weight. That the Government Gazette 
shall be for the present charged only half postage. 

14. That the Master Attendant shall immediately report to the 
General Post Office the arrival of all vessels from Europe, and particularly 
attend to the early landing of their letter packets, which are to be sent 
to the General Post Office and there opened, the Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment, or some one deputed to him, attending to receive the public 
despatches; and when the letters for the Governor Commander-in-Chief 
and Member in Council, shall have been selected, the remainder shall 
be registered previous to their being delivered to the public. 

15. That the boxes of letters to Europe be finally closed at the Post 
Office; and when closed, forwarded to the Office of the Secretary to 
Government in the Foreign Department. 

16. That the Master Attendant shall give early intimation to the 
General Post Office of the intended departure of all vessels for any of 
the Eastern British possessions, Cape of Good Hope, or elsewhere, with 
which there is no inland communication, and deliver to the commanders 
of such vessels on their departure any letter packets that may be sent 
to his office from the General Post Office, and obtain a receipt for the 
same, which receipt is to be lodged in the Post Office. 
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17. That hereafter the hours for the despatch of the 'Tappal shall 
be six in the evening, and the hours for the General Post Office to be 
open to the Public shall be as follows:— 


From 10 a.m. to-1 p.m. for both the receipt and delivery of letter? 
and from 2 to 5 p.m. for the receipt of letters only. 

18. That no letters or parcels containing money, jewels or any article 
of value shall be permitted to be sent by Tappal. 

19. That no detention whatever of the mails must be suffered at any 
of the inland stations; that when the Public Service requires it,’ an 
Express may be despatched, b.ut at the risk of the person causing it to 
be despatched for any improper abuse of this privilege. 

I - ' 

In order to ascertain correctly that the preceding regulation has 
been acted upon to its full extent, a table will be prepared at the General 
Post Office, showing the distance and time of arrival at each station, with 
which the returns to be made by the person in charge at each station 
will be compared, and the Collector be held responsible for any delay 
which may occur. 


20. All Public Officers, both Civil and Military, shall send to the 
offices of the Paymaster, or other Public Officer from whom he shall 
receive his pay, a list of the public letters despatched by him during the 
month preceding, with the following attestation upon honour at the foot 
of the same:— 


“I do hereby certify upon my honour that the above is a correct 
list of all the public letters despatched under my signature 

during the month of -, and that they were solely and 

entirely on the Public Service.” 

21. That no abstract of pay be discharged except it be accompanied 
by a list to the above effect, and if it be paid without attention to this 
point, that circumstances alone to be considered as a sufficient cause of 
retrenchment. 

22. The lists given in by the offiders in the Civil Department to be 
forwarded to the office of the Civil Auditor, with the monthly accounts 
of the person paying the Abstracts, and those in the Military Department 
to the office of the Military Auditor-General. 


23. That the lists so forwarded do remain in deposit in the office to 
which they are sent for the purpose of comparing, if required, with the 
lists which will be ordered to be forwarded direct from the persons in 
charge of the Subordinate Post Offices to the Postmaster-General. 
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24. With the view of obviating the possibility of misconception with 
regard to the letters intended to be exempted from postage, it is to be 
unequivocally understood that, with the exception of letters from the 
Honourable the Governor, Commander-in-Chief, a Member of Council, 
His Majesty’s Naval Commander-in-Chief, the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, or such as are franked by the Chief Secretary to Government, 
all letters and papers that are not exclusively on the business of the 
Public Service, and that have not been previously entered as an official 
record, are to be subject to Postage; and should it come to the knowledge 
of the Governor in Council that any of the officers — Civil or Military — 
now authorised to address letters on the Service, make any improper use 
of the trust so reposed in them by 1 conveying letters on their own private 
concerns under a cover superscribed “On the Service”, the Governor in 
Council will consider it to be a disqualification for office. 



25. Should the name of any Public Officer obliged from his situation 
to carry 1 on a public correspondence be omitted in the list, he will address 
a letter to Government stating the nature of his public correspondence, 
when, if it is deemed of sufficient importance, his name will be added to 
the list, or some Public Officer already included in the list be directed 
to superscribe his letters on the Service. 


26. Any officer on duty, or leave of absence, at the Presidency, 
having occasion to correspond on Public Service, will carry his letter 
to the Adjutant-General, who, upon being satisfied that the letter is 
exclusively upon the Public Service, will frank the same. 


27. All officers similarly situated at the Subordinate will apply to 
the Commanding Officers of the stations where they,may be. 

28. With a view of preventing the suppression of private letters, 
and the misappropriation of their postage, it is directed that in future 
all receipts granted at the Post Office for letters delivered in, either at 
the Presidency or Subordinates, shall be upon stamp paper specifying 
he rate of single postage, date of letter delivered, place of destination, 

and size of letter, i.e., whether single, double or more. 

Distinct stamps shall be used for each description of letters, 
which shall have engraved on them the word single, double, treble, 
quadruple or packet, and the same shall be repeated in each of the native 
languages. 


With this facility of discovery every individual, both European 
and Native, whose letter does not reach its destination, will be enabled 
to obtain redress upon application to the Postmaster-General. 
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The Governor in Council deems it proper to repeat that any 
deviation from the preceding rules will not fail to subject the offending 
person to the . severest public displeasure. 


Published by Order of the Honourable the Governor in Council. 



APPENDIX K 
Notification 


General Post Office 10th July 1800 Calcutta. 

The Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council having taken 
into consideration the rate of postage on ship and Europe letters trans¬ 
mitted to the distant stations from this presidency, which for want of 
information of the Post Office Regulation of this Government, are 
frequently very bulky, and consequently subjected to a heavy charge, 
more particularly when conveyed hither, from Fort Saint George, Bombay 
and Ceylon, has intimated his wishes to those Governments, that, in 
future, no ship or Europe letters delivered at their respective Post Offices, 
should be forwarded by mail to this presidency, but kept for the first 
safe conveyance by sea, except by the express desire of the parties 
delivering them at the Post Offices at those places. 

His Lordship in Council has further resolved, as follows:— 


ist. That from the 1st August next, no additional postage shall be 
collected on ship and Europe letters forwarded by mail to the most 
distant parts of the country, to what they at present pay to Cawnpore, 
provided that the weight of such letters does not exceed 8 sicca weight. 


2nd. That all ship and Europe letters above this weight shall be forwarded 
by banghy and charged as banghy parcels, except when the parties or 
their agents shall have expressed their desire in writing to the Post 
Master General, to have them conveyed by mail, in which case they 
shall not be entitled to the indulgence held out in the foregoing resolution, 
but shall be charged the full postage as at present, to the place of their 
destination. 


3rd. That all ship and Europe letters and parcels forwarded to the 
presidency, or delivered at the General Post Office for exportation shall 
continue to be charged by the Regulation of 1808. 

4th. That parcels or packages of whatever description (with the exception 
of letters and articles of value) shall be received for transmission by 
the dak banghy, whether such parcels weigh less than 25 si,cca weight or 
otherwise, and that the postage on the parcels or packages weighing les^ 
than 25 sicca weight be charged at the usual banghy rates. 
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5th. That any person forwarding or attempting to forward any letter 
by the banghy as a parcel or package, with the exception of Europe and 
ship letters, as described above, shall be liable to the payment of the 
postage, which would have been chargeable for the conveying of a letter 
weighing 25 sicca weight by the regular weight; and for the purpose of 
enforcing this resolution, the Post Master at the place where the parcels 
are delivered, is authorised to call on the party for a written declaration 
attested by his signature, that such parcels do not fall under the descrip¬ 
tion of mail conveyance, but are bona fide of the description of banghy 
parcels. 



6th. That all ship and Europe parcels or packages imported into and 
deliverable in Calcutta, which apparently contain newspapers, 
pamphlets, vouchers and law papers, in future be charged at the follow¬ 
ing rates;— 


To 25 sicca weight 

Re. 

1 

0 

To 50 sicca weight 

Rs. 

2 

0 

To 100 sicca weight 

Rs. 

3 

0 

To 150 sicca weight 

Rs. 

4 

0 

To 200 sicca weight 

Rs. 

5 

0 

To 250 sicca weight and above 

Rs. 

6 

0 


The sum of Rs. 6 is fixed as the maximum postage on such parcels. 
The Post Master General is authorised, as in the foregoing regulation, 
to require from the party to whom addressed, a written declaration 
attested by his signature, that the parcel contained only papers of the 
above description, and in the case of refusal, they shall be chai’ged 
according to its weight as a ship letter. Should the party to whom 
addressed not be at the presidency and the parcel is forwarded to him, 
the Post Master of the station where received, shall require a similar 
declaration from him to be transmitted to the Post Master General. 


His Lordship in Council has further resolved that the 26th and 27th 
Regulations of the Government of Fort Saint George be adopted, and 
incorporated with the regulations of this presidency. 

‘ ‘ 26th— Any Officer on duty, or leave of absence, at the 
presidency having occasion to correspond on public service 
shall carry his letter to the Adjutant General, who upon being 
satisfied that the letter is exclusively on the public service, 
shall frank the same . 3 1 

1 ‘ 27th—All Officers similarly situated at the subordinates 
shall apply to the Commanding Officers of the stations where 
they may be.’ * 

For further information of the public, with respect to the rates of 
postage to be paid on ship and Europe letters forwarded from this presi- 
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jncy, the following table of rates to Cawnpore is published by which it 
yill appear that the maximum of postage to be assessed on such letters 


mail) will be sicca Rs. 6-8. 


Single letter 1 
Above 1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


M 

n 


sa. wt.. 0 
to 2 

3 

4 

P 

*j 

JE 

7 

8 


8 sicca weight 

should be forwarded by 

Ship Postage 

Inland Postage 

Total 

Rs. A. 

Rs. A. 

Rs. A. 

0 2 

0 11 

0 13 

0 4 

1 6 

1 10 

0 8 

2 1 

2 2 

0 8 

2 12 

3 4 

1 0 

3 7 

4 7 

1 0 

4 2 

5 2 

1 0 

4 13 

5 13 

1 0 

5 8 / 

6 8 


By Order of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council 


J. H. D’OYLY, 

Post Master General. 


APPENDIX L. 

Postal Notice in the Calcutta Gazette of 27 May 1813 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

That Letters will hereafter be received at this Office for transmission 
to England, via Bagdad, Smyrna and Malta under the following Regula¬ 
tions, which have been approved by the Right Honourable the Governor 
General in Council, viz:— 

1st. That no letter shall exceed in length four inches, in breadth two 
inches, be sealed with wax, nor be of greater weight than one Sicca 
Rupee. 

2nd. That all letters shall be sent to this Office, with a note specifying 
the writer and with the writer’s name signed under the address, to 
be countersigned by the Post Master General, previously to being 
deposited in the Packet, as a warrant of permission. 

3rd. That Postage shall be paid on delivery of such letters in this Office 
at the following rates, viz:— 

10 Sa. Rs. for a single Letter weighing J of a Sicca Rupee and under 

15 Sa. Rs. for a single Letter weighing from } to £ Sicca Rupee and 

. , under 

20 Sa. Rs. for a single Letter weighing from a to 1 Sicca Rupee and 

\ under 


125 




0 V INDIA . 



4th. That letters for Busheer, Bussorah, Aleppo, Smyrna, Constantinople 
and Malta, will also be received and despatched by the same mode 
of conveyance. 

Those for Busheer and Bussorah, paying at the rate of Letters from 
Calcutta to Bombay, with. Ship Postage, 

Those for Bagdad, Aleppo and Smyrna, for each Single Letter 
Sa. Rs. 4 and progressively as- above to S Sa, Rs. 

Those for Constantinople and Malta 6 Sa. Rs. for each Single Letter, 
progressively to 12 Sa. Rs. 

5th. That on Letters, which may be sent from the Provincial Stations for 
the Overland Packets, the regular Inland Postage shall be paid, ire 
addition to the above rates. 

6th. That the dispatch of the Packets from this Presidency for Bombay 
shall take place as follows, viz'— 

From July to November inclusive, on the 19th of each Month. 
From December to June inclusive, on the 22nd of each Month. 



General Post Office 


J. HALL, 


May 24, 1813. 


Post Master General. 


APPENDIX M 


Government Gazette. Advertisement 
General Post Office March 12, 1816 


In pursuance of the Provisions of the following Act of Parliament and 
of authority received by me from My Lords, His Majesty’s Post Master 
General, I do hereby give notice that from and after this date, a Sea- 
Postage (in addition to such Inland Postage as may become due under 
the existing Regulations of the Honourable Company) .shall be levied 
on all Letters and Packets (subject to the exceptions specified in the Act) 
which may be conveyed from Great Britain to any port or place within the 
Presidency of Bengal, on vessels not employed as regular Packets, agree¬ 
able to the following rates in Bengal currency, viz:— 


For every Single Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

For every Double Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

For every Treble Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

For every Letter weighing 


one Ounce 

Sa. Rs. 

And so on in proportion 


for Letters and Packets 


above the weight of one 


Ounce, 



0 8 0 
1 0 0 ' 

1 8 0 

2 0 0 
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For Newspapers, printed 
prices Current or any other 
Printed Papers liable to 
.'Stamp Duties, the same be¬ 
ing duly stamped, being 
sent in covers open at the 
sides or ends, and not ex¬ 
ceeding one Ounce in 

Weight for each Packet fl 1 9 

And in a like proportion 
per Ounce for each Packet 
exceeding one Ounce in 
Weight. 

And I do further give notice that, on all Letters and Packets (save 
as are excepted by the Act) which individuals may deliver at this office 
for transmission to Great Britain on any vessel, not being a regular 
Packet, and for which the party sending the same may desire to pay Sea- 
Postage in this country, such Postage will be received accordingly, 
to the following rates in Bengal Currency, viz: 


For every Single Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

0 

4 

9 

For every Double Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

0 

9 

6 

For every Treble Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

0 14 

3 

For every Letter weighing 
one Ounce 

Sa. Rs. 

1 

3 

0 


And so in proportion for 
Letters and Packets above 
the weight of an Ounce. 


J. HALL, 
Dept. PMG. 

Hereafter followed 
Anno Quinquagesima Quinto 
George III Regis 
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Cap. CLIII 

An Act for granting certain Rates on the Postage of Letters to and 
from Great Britain, The Cape of Good Hope, The Mauritius and the East 
Indies; and for making pertain Regulations respecting the Postage of 
Ship Letters and of Letters in Great Britain. 

/ ) r 

i (11th July 1815) 
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EXTRACTS 

I. ... it shall be lawful for the Post Master General ... to establish 

Vessels for the conveyance of the Public Despatch of Government. 

The Postmaster General and his Deputy and Deputies.to demand 

for the Port and conveyance of all and every the Letters and Packets that 
shall be carried or conveyed by such vessels from the Port of London to 
.... And for the Port and conveyance of all and every the Letters and 
Sterling Money, hereinafter mentioned, the same being rated either by 
the Letter or by Ounces (that is to say):—• 

Rates of For every Single Letter, Three Shillings and Six-pence; 

Postage. For every Double Letter, Seven Shillings; 

For every Treble Letter, Ten Shillings and Six-pence; 

And for every Ounce Weight, Fourteen Shillings; 

and so in Proportion for Letters and Packets above the Weight of an Ounce. 

.And for the Port and conveyance of all and every the Letters and 

Packets that shall be carried by such Vessels from any Port or Place in 

the East Indies.to the P'ort of London or any other Port in Great 

Britain, the Rates and Duties following (that is to say):— 

For every Single Letter, Three Shillings and Six-pence; 
For every Double Letter, Seven Shillings; 

For every Treble Letter, Ten Shillings and Six-pence; 

And for every Ounce Weight, Fourteen Shillings; 

and so in Proportion for Letters and Packets above the Weight of an Ounce. 
And for the Port and conveyance of all and every the Letters and Packets 
that shall be carried or conveyed by such Vessels between the Cape of 
Good Hope, or the Mauritius and any Part of the Continent of Asia and 
all intermediate Places respectively, the Rates and Duties following (that 
is to say) :— 

For every Single Letter, One Shilling and Nine-pence; 

For every Double Letter, Three Shillings and Six-pence; 
For every Treble Letter, Five Shillings and Three-pence; 
And for every Ounce in Weight, Seven Shillings; 

and so in Proportion for Letters and Packets above the Weight of an Ounce. 


128 









miST/fy 



V. And be it further enacted, That it shall not 
be lawful for the said limited Company, or the Com¬ 
mander of any Ship in the service of the said Com¬ 
pany, or any Commander of any ship in the Private 
Trade to and from India to charge, demand or receive 
any Rate or Rates of Postage for any Mails of Letters, 
other and except any such Postage as may be legally 
due to the said Company for the Inland Postage, or 
conveyance of any such Letters in India or for any 
sealed Bags, Packages or Parcels of Letters, which 
may at any Time be forwarded by the Postmaster General, by the Ships 


Company 

not to 

charge 

postage 

except 

for inland 

etc. 


of the said United Company, or by any such Private Ship. 


; 


Postmaster VI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, 

General to That it shall and may be lawful for the Postmaster 

pay the Com- General, whenever the Ships of the said United Com¬ 
pany for pany or any Private Ships, are employed as Packets 

Conveyance to pay the said United Company, and the Owners ol 

of Mails. any such Private Ships, for the Freight or Conveyance 

of any such Mails of Letters, such reasonable sum, 
and in such number as shall be authorised and directed by the Lords of 
the Treasury, or any Three of them. 


Mail to VII. And be it further enacted, That a Mail shall 

be made up be made up and despatched to India once in every 

Monthly for Month, as far as may be found practicable, either by 

-^ nc ^ a - Vessels to be established and hired by the Postmaster 

General under the Authority of this Act, or by a 
Ship of War, or a Ship in the service of the East India Company, or by 
a Ship employed in the Private Trade to and from India. 


Rates of Let¬ 
ters conveyed 
in vessels not 
employed as 
Packets from 
Great Britain. 

such Postage to 
Indies. 


XIII. And be it further enacted, That for the Port 
and conveyance of all and every the Letters and 
Packets, that shall be carried or conveyed by Vessels 
not employed as Packets from Great Britain . . . 
to the East Indies, there shall be charged and payable 
a Sea Postage' df One Shilling and Two-pence 
a Single Letter, and so in proportion for Packets, 
be paid on Delivery of the Letters at ...... . the East 






/ !' 
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Commanders, 
of Vessels 
to take 
charge of 
the Bags of 
Letters deli¬ 
vered by 
Order of the 
Post Master 


XIV.the Commander of any Ship sailing 

to.the East Indies, is hereby authorised 

and required to take charge of and convey any 
Bags of Letters subject to the aforesaid Rate of One 
Shilling and Two pence which shall be delivered to 
him by Order or Authority of the Postmaster General. 



An allowance XV. And for the Services performed by the Com- 

of 2d. for manders of such Vessels .... they shall be entitled 

each Letter to receive on their Arrival in Port, either in Great 

to be paid Britain or India on delivering at the Post Office 

such Commanders, all such Letters and Packets which they shall have 
on board, the sum of Two-pence for every Letter and 
Packet which he or they shall so deliver. 


Rates of 
Letters 
by Vessels 
not employed 
as Packets 
from India. 


XVI.for the Port and conveyance of all and 

every the Letters and Packets that shall be carried 
or conveyed by Vessels not employed as Packets from 
. . . . the East Indies to Great Britain, there shall 
be charged and payable a Sea Postage of Eight-pence 
for each Single Letter and so on in proportion for 
Packets. 


Post Office XVIII. And be it further enacted, That it shall and 

to be estab- may be lawful to and for the Post Master General in 

lished. his discretion, to establish Post Offices, and appoint 

Deputy Post Masters and other Officers, for the due 
Execution of this Act in the United Kingdom and in any of the Presiden¬ 
cies of the said United Company, and the same from time to time, 
to remove and displace, and others to appoint in their stead, and that all 
such Persons so to be appointed shall give Security to the Satisfaction 
of the Post. 


APPENDIX Ml 

General Post Office (Calcutta Gazette April 4, 1816) 31st March 1816 

The arrival this day of Regular Packet Mails, by His Majesty’s Ship, 
Iphigenta, makes it necessary that the community at large should be 
informed and I accordingly hereby give Public Notice—That the Rates 
of Sea Postage specified in Section 1 of the Act 55. Geo. 3d. Cap. 153 are 
charged on the Letters received by this opportunity; That the same shad 
hereafter be leviec on all Dispatches (save such as are excepted by the 
said Act) which shall be brought and sent by similar modes of convey- 
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?mce; and that the following is the scale of the said Rates converted into 
Bengal Currency, viz;— 


. To and From ENGLAND 
viz; 


For every Single Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

1 

8 

0 

For every Double Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

3 

a 

0 

For every Treble Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

4 

8 

0 

For every letter weighing 





one Ounce 

Sa. Rs. 

6 

0 

0 


And so on in proportion for Letters and Packets above 
the weight of an Ounce, 

i ' \ 

To and from Intermediate Ports, between 
the Cape of Good Hope, and Bengal 


viz: 

For every Single Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

0 

12 

0 

For every Double Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

1 

8 

0 

For every Treble Letter 

Sa. Rs. 

2 

4 

0 

For every letter weighing 

one Ounce 

Sa. Rs. 

3 

0 

0 


And so on in proportion for Letters and Packets above 
the weight of an Ounce. 


Notice is hereby given,—That for Newspapers, Printed Prices current 
and any other printed Papers, sent and received as the Act directs, by 
Ships or Vessels under the description of Regular Packets, no higher 
postage shall be charged, than that specified in my Advertisement of the 
12th March instant, with copy of the Act of Parliament annexed to it; 
Namely, 1 Anna 9 Pies for each Packet not exceeding an Ounce in weight, 
and in like proportion per Ounce for each Packet exceeding one Ounce 
in weight. 


<SL 


J. HALL 

H. M. Dept. PMG. 

f^-lt is optional with persons sending Letters and Newspapers from 
J 1 ia England, whether by Regular Packets or by Private Ships, to pay 
j ea . 01 King’s Postage on them here, or to leave it to be collected at the 
" e lver y of the Letters reaching their destination. 
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Government Gazette June 13, 1816 


General Post Office 
The 12th June, 1816 

Public Notice is hereby given, that in addition to the privileges 
granted by Clauses 20, 21, 22 & 23 of the Act of Parliament 55. Geo.. 3d. 
Cap. 153 which was published in the Government Gazette at this Presi¬ 
dency on the 12th March last, all letters, franked by the several parties 
therein mentioned, shall on arrival in India be forwarded to persons to 
whom they may be addressed, free of any charge of Inland Post. And 
also, that all Letters addressed by Individuals in India, to any of the 
parties mentioned in the said Act of Parliament, shall likewise be free 
from all Parliament pass, to and from any part of the United Kingdom, 
free of postage. 

It is, however, to be observed, that the indulgence given by the Act 
above mentioned, extends only to 12 months, from the passing thereof, 
—and that after that period, the privilege granted to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, with the exception of the Chairman, is confined to 5 
ounces weight by each ship in the Company’^ Service, and that all letters 
exceeding that allowance are to be subject, as heretofore, to the Inland 
India Postage. 

By command of His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor 
General in Council. 


J. HALL, P.M.G. „ 

APPENDIX N 

Government Gazette April 18, 1816 
General Post Office 
The 17th April 1816 

I » 

It being very desirable, especially for the satisfaction of persons 
residing in the Provinces, that European Letters should be delivered or 
forwarded from hence, with as little delay as possible and as many 
Letters, altho’ direct to the care of persons in Calcutta, and in most cases 
to Agency-Houses and Merchants, are returned to this office, without any 
endorsement indicating where they should be sent;—It will afford consi¬ 
derable facility to this Department, and will tend to accommodate the 
public, if Gentlemen, who may not wish to receive the Letters of their 
friends and Constituents, will, before the Letters are returned to the 
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Dawk Peons, cause to be distinctly written on them, the names of the 
places to which they should be despatched. 

By the general, observance of such a practice, I should hope that much 
of the delay, now greatly complained of, would be avoided, which arises 
from the necessity of referring to the printed Directories, to discover 
the stations, to which Letters should be sent, for persons, whose places 
of residence are not known, or cannot be readily found in the Registers 
of this office:—-And the further inconvenience and expence may thus be 
obviated, of Letters travelling from place to place, owing their addresses, 
laken from the Directories, or obtained by means less certain than if 
furnished by the friends of the parties, being incorrect. 

To persons at a distance from this Presidency, or in the adjacent 
Provinces, whose correspondence with Europe is interesting, and whose 
anxiety to receive their Letters is great, I strongly recommend, that they 
should desire their despatches to be addressed to their Agents, or other 
friends in Calcutta,—and that these be requested, not to refuse to receive 
Letters so addressed, but to forward them, without any delay. 


J. Hall, P.M.G. 


APPENDIX O 


Government Gazette, 19th November 1829. 


In another column will be found the New Rules for Newspaper 
Postage, of the Benefits of which this journal commenced to avail itself 
on the 16th instant. At the time, we were not quite aware tha^ the neces¬ 
sary arrangements had been concluded, which made us forbear making 
any observations on the subject — lest they might prove premature. 

We have now, however, the pleasure of referring our Readers to the 
Regulations in question, by which they will, at a glance, see that the 
pleasure of perusing a newspaper is now secured to them at a compara¬ 
tively cheap rate — the Maximum of postage to any part of the Interior, 
or any point under this Presidency of Bengal, being four annas — and 
the Minimum, two. 

There is also a more liberal allowance made for weight which will 
enable us occasionally to give a little more matter without the dread of 
putting our Subscribers to too much expence. 

C>n the whole, we consider the new Regulation as a very auspicious 
one tor the Newspaper Press generally •— J and doubt not that such of our 
th^ eiS especiall y ~ as dwell far in, the Interior, will concur with us when 

ey nd t}leir Postage Bills not amounting to a fourth, or less of what 
they used to do. 
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For the following alphabetically arranged list of two and four anna 
stations, we are indebted to the Hurkaree of yesterday. 

LIST OF DAWK STATIONS 

I 

Two Annas Stations 


Coomercolly 

Joynagore 

Comilla 

Juggurnauth 

Cuttack 

Khussalpore 

Cherawt 

Keerpoy 

Chittagong 

Kedgeree 

Diamond Harbour 

Khutcurinjah 

Dum Dum 

Luckipore 

Durhatta 

Madras 

Dacca 

Moorshedabad 

Dinapore 

Midnapore 

Dinagepoor 

Mirzapore 

Fultah 

Mamoodpore 

Furridpore 

Mai da 

Gan jam 

Moongheer 

Golagore 

Mymensingh 

Hajepore 

Nuddea 

Hooghly 

Noyseraie 

Hurripaul 

Noyhattee 

Hazareebaug 

Nattore 

Hurriaul 

Nautpore 

Inchoorah 

New-Anchorage 

Jessore 

Puttyghaut 


Four Annas Stations 


Assam 

Bancoorah 

Barripore 

Baugundee 

Baraset 

Boultaly 

Burdwan 

Beerbhoom 

Berhampore 

Bezoarah 

Balasore 

Bauleah 

Backergunge 

Bhaugalpore 

Bullooah 

Chandernagore 

Culpee 

Coomereah 

Calna 

Chitra 

Ceelbarriah 

Contai 

Culneah 


Anoopsher 

Arrah 

Azimghur 

Allahabad 

Arracan 

Allyghur 

Agra 

Almorah 

Aurungabad 

Assurghur 

Buxar 

Benares 

Banda 

Byramghaut 


Currah 

Cawnpore 

Coel 

Ceylon 

Chandowsey 

Delhi 

Deyra Dhoon 

Etawah 

Ferozabad 

Furruckabad 

Fu tty pore 

Futtyghur 

Fyzabad 

Ghazeepore 


Hansie 

Hissore 

Hussongabad 

Indore 

Jaunpore 

Jubbulpore 

Khutmund 

Khusgang 

Kotah 

Kurnaul 

Kamaoon 

Lucknow 

Loodianah 

Lohooghaut 


Patna 

Priaghy 

Purnea 

Radanagore 

Rogonatpore 

Rajemahl 

Ramghur 

Rungpore 

Serampore 

Sumuderghur 

Santipore 

Saugor 

Sook Saugor 

Soorool 

Sheergotty 

Sylhet 

Sumbulpore 

Surdah 

Susseram 

Tumlook 

Tipperah 

Tunjepoor 


Odeypore 

Panniput 

Pertaughur 

Putraghur 

Poonah 

Provence 

Ryepore 

Rewarree 

Rajepotna 

Saugor (Camp) 

Shahabad 

Shekoabad 

Subbathoo 

Sultanpore 
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Baraitch 

Goa 

Mooradabad 

(Benares) 

Belah 

Gorruckpore 

Manickpore 

Sultanpore 

Bareilly 

Goorgong 

Mynpoorie 

(Oude) 

Bhoopaul 

Gurrowarah 

Muttra 

Sajahanpore 

Bhopalpore 

Gwalior 

Mhow 

Sirporah 

Bhurtpore 

Hameerpore 

Meerut 

Saswan 

Bolundshur 

Gurwahl 

Mirzapore 

Sydabad 

Bombay 

Hutta 

Muzuffernaghur 

Scindia’s Camp 

Captaingunj 

Hauper 

Nagotte 

Saharunporfc 

Chunar 

Chuprah 

Iiydrabad 

Neemuch 

Tirhoot 


APPENDIX 01 



_« T EW RULES FOR NEWSPAPERS POSTAGE 
To Conunence I5th November 1829 
HATES FOR SINGLE NEWSPAPERS 

L The Postage on single newspapers published in Calcutta and 
circulated in the Interior, is to be limited to two rates, viz., 4 annas 
and 2 Annas. 

Four annas to all Stations now paying that amount or more 
and 2 annas to all stations to which Postage does not now amount to 
4 annas. 

WHAT TO BE CONSIDERED A SINGLE NEWSPAPER 

2 Newspapers not exceeding 3 sicca weight to be considered as single 
newspapers, and to come under the above rules. 

EXCEEDING 3 SICCA WEIGHT HOW TO BE CHARGED 


J Newspapers exceeding 3 sicca weight to be charged as follows: —— 

To stations falling within the 2 anna scale 
above 3 Sa. wt. and not exeeding 4 Sa. wt. 3 annas 

above 4 Sa. wt. and not exeeding 6 Sa. wt. 4 annas 

To stations falling under the 4 anna scale 
above 3 Sa. wt. and not exeeding 4 Sa. wt. 6 annas 

above 4 Sa. wt. and not exeeding 6 Sa. wt. 8 annas 

L No newspaper made up in bundles weighing more than 6 sa. wt. will 
be received for transmission by the letter Dak. 

TO CARRY NEWSPAPERS ALL OVER THE PRESIDENCY 

^ The above rates of charge to carry Newspapers all over the territories 
under the Presidency of Bengal, entitling them to follow the persons 
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to whom they are addressed without further charge, provided they 

are not opened at any station at which they are delivered. 

' 

IF OPENED TO BE RECEIVED ONLY ON PAYMENT CF POSTAGE 

6. If a newspaper is opened the postage must be again paid, according 
to the above provisions, before it can be received for a second 
despatch from any Post Office. 

IF PAPERS ARE RETURNED; SUBJECT TO' 4 POSTAGE 



7. If a newspaper is returned being refused by the person to whom it 
is addressed, or is otherwise returned to the newspaper office, a 
return Postage, equal to one half chargeable on its original despatch, 
is to be paid by the person to whom it is returned. 

RULES FOR PAMPHLETS, AND OTHER PRINTED PAPERS. 

To the 4 anna Stations up to 6 Sa. Wt. upon the same scale as 
Calcutta Newspapers. 

Above 6 and not exceeding 8 Sa. Wt. ... 12 annas 

Above 8 and not exceeding 10 Sa. Wt. ... 14 annas 

Above 10 and not exceeding 12 Sa. Wt. ... 1 rupee 

and two annas for every further sicca weight to 21 sicca 
weight, beyond which this description of packet will not 
be received for transmission by letter Dak. 

To the 2 anna Stations, half the above rates. 


RULES FOR NEWSPAPERS IMPORTED BY SEA 

1. Newspapers shipped or unshipped off Calcutta subject to the same 
rates of Postage as those provided for the 2 anna stations. 

TO AND FROM THE POST OFFICES BELOW CALCUTTA 

2. Newspapers forwarded to or received from Ships through the Post 
Office below Calcutta chargeable as follows: 

Ship Postage. — Two annas upon all packets, without 

reference to weight. 

Inland Postage. — Four annas for each cover containing only 

one newspaper, without limitation of 
weight. 

COVERS CONTAINING MORE THAN ONE PAPER 

3. Short covers containing two or more newspapers to be charged 
according to the scale for pamphlets and printed papers circulating 
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in the interior as far as 12 Sa. Wt. beyond which weight they will be 
forwarded by Banghy, and charged accordingly. 

If by looking in at the ends, it cannot be discovered whether a cover 
contains only one or more newspapers, it is to be charged according 
to the preceding rules. 

The Proprietors of Newspaper Presses will be admitted to the privi¬ 
lege of sending their Newspapers bearing Postage to the Interior, 
under the rules heretofore existing. 

N.B. 1 sicca weight more weight allowed, for damp, from 15th June 
to 20th October. 



RULES FOR NATIVE NEWSPAPERS 
To stations falling within the 2 anna scale: 


Not exceeding 3 sicca weight . l anna 

Above 3 not exceeding 4 . 1.6 

Above 3 not exceeding 6 . 2.0 


To Stations falling under 4 anna rates, double the preceding 
rates. 

If exported to be charged with half the rates provided for 
English papers published in Calcutta. 

The same indulgence of one quarter sicca weight, to be allowed 
as on English papers from 15th June to 20th October. 

J. E. ELLIOTT, PJVt.G. 

GE.O. 15th November 1829. 

APPENDIX P 
1st January 1830 
Post Office Regulations 


General Rules 

i. 

No Letters or Parcels, excepting such as are imported from sea, 
ewspapers published in Calcutta, when direct from the Publishers, 
*m er the prescribed guarantee, and Native Letters, will be received for 
despatch at any Post Office, unless accompanied by the postage to which 
e y may be liable, in Calcutta Sicca Rupees, where they are the. currency 
0 1 e country, and at the Stations where the Calcutta Sicca is not the 
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llnrrerrt Rupee, the- Local Rupee will be received as equivalent thereto*. 
The Post Offices at Kedgeree, New Anchorage and Diamond Harbour, and 
the subordinate Mofussil Dak Chokies, under the charge of Natives, are- 
exceptions to this Rule, as at these all Letters are taken, for despatch 
Bearing Postage. 

II. 

The Post Office will not knowingly receive for transmission by 
either Letter or Banghy Dak, any article of Value, by which is meant. 
Money, Bank Notes, Jewels, Gold Ornaments, Watches and such like. In 
every case, therefore, where Letters or Parcels give cover to articles of 
this description, they must be sent at the entire risk of the Senders, who 
in the event of loss of the Letter or Parcel, or of their Contents, whether 
by accident or fraud, are not entitled to any compensation for the same 
from the Post Office Department, which would not receive a Letter or 
Parcel for transmission with the knowledge that it contained anything 
of Value. 

III. 

Persons not belonging to the Department cannot be admitted into the 
Receiving Room of the General Post Office, nor be permitted to examine 
the Records of the Office without the special permission of the Post 
Master General or Deputy Post Master, to one of whom complaints and 
all applications for information must be made in writing. 

IV. 

Persons writing to complain of delay in the delivery of their 
Letters, are requested at the same time to send the Envelopes of such 
Letters for inspection on which are the Office .Stamps, which always 
specify the date on which they should have been delivered. 

# 

V. 

Persons writing to complain of improper conduct on the part of any of 
the Post Office Peons, will be pleased to note the number marked on 
the badge of the Peon against whom they complain. 

VL 

Peons are prohibited from the delivery of Letters out of the 
Usual course, and without immediate payment of Postage. They are to 
receive the exact amount of Postage, and they are not bound to give 
change for Rupees, both because they may not have the copper money 
sufficient in their possession, and because the distribution of the Letters 
would be retarded by their doing so. It is particularly requested that the 
Peons may experience the least possible detention at the doors of house*' 
where they deliver Letters. 
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All Postage must be paid at the time of the delivery of the Letter, and 
agreeably to the amount marked up on it. Whenever, however 
there may be reason to suspect a surcharge, an Official complaint 
should be made to the Deputy Post Master, and if the Party complaining 
be dissatisfied with his decision, he will be at liberty to appeal to the 
Post Master Gemeral. 

VIII. 

• j 

All Letters, Parcels etc. refused by the Parties to whom they are 
addressed, or to Parties who are not discoverable, will be returned to the 
Office from whence they were despatched, and the writers, or the persons 
from whom they were originally received, will be held liable for the 
Postage both direct and return. If the writers or senders of such letters 
cannot be discovered, the Letters will be entered in list to be exposed by 
Post Master, in the most public part of his Office, and from time to time, 
a list will be sent to the Post Master General, who will cause it to be 
published in the Government Gazette. 

IX 

In every case of refusal to pay Postage, Deputy Post Masters are author¬ 
ised to detain all future Letters to the address of the Parties so refusing 
until the liquidation of the previous demands; as also to refuse to receive 
for transmission any letter from those persons. This rule equally aplies 
to Postage on Return Letters. 

X. 

Any person opening a Letter or Envelope, shall be bound to pay the 
Postage of the same, whatever may be the contents. 

XI 

Persons exempted from the payment of Postage by their Official situa¬ 
tions, having occasion to write to non-exempted persons on the private 
business of the latter, shall write on the envelope “Bearing Postage”, in 
which case it will be collected from the Receiver. 

Xlt. 

Letters at Stations where there are no Deputy Dost Masters, will be 
received by Moonshees, or other Native subordinates in charge of 
hokies, ^ or transmission, “Bearing Postage”; excepting Letters for 
C es P atc h by Ship, which, as the full amount both Inland and Ship Postage 
must be paid a t the period of despatch, cannot be received elsewhere 
than at the Office of a Deputy Post Master. 


139 


Notwithstanding, as specified in Rule II that the Post Office is not answer- 
able for loss of Property contained in any Letter or Parcel sent through 
it, yet, for the greater security of Property which may be sent at the risk 
of the sender, no Letter or Parcel once delivered into the Post Office can 
be returned by any Clerk or Writer unless he receives special orders 
from the Post Master General, or from the Deputy Post Master, his 
immediate superior, to that effect, who will only pass such orders on 
being assured that the Applicants for the return of such Letters or Parcels 
are the original Senders, or have due authority for claiming to have them 
returned; the receipt granted for such -Letter or Parcel must be returned 
to the Post Office, or if entered in a Book, the Book must be sent that the 
receipt therein may be cancelled under the Post Master’s signature. The 
Postage which may have been paid upon such Letters will not be returned 
with the Letters, nor will the Letters be received again at the Post Office 
except as a fresh delivery liable to Postage, at the same rates as if they 
had not been previously received and returned. It is particularly recom¬ 
mended to persons, who, notwithstanding the notice given in Rule II, may 
persist in the transmission of Bank Notes by Dak, to cut them in halves, 
to despatch them separately, and in every practicable case to await the 
acknowledgement of the receipt of + he first halves before despatching 
the second. 

XIV. 

The General Post Office is open daily for the receipt of Letters from 
ten a.m. to a puarter past six p.m. at the usual rates of Postage; after 
which hour till a quarter before seven all Letters will be charged with 
Treble Postage that is to say three times the amount that they would be 
charged with had they reached the Post Office before the doors were closed 
at a quarter after six o’clock. (In, order however to prevent persons being 
charged with Treble Postage, in cases where they may not be desirous to 
forward their Letters unless they reach the Office before the doors are 
closed, no Letter will be received unless it is accompanied by a note or 
memorandum stating that it is the wish of the Sender that it may be 
forwarded by that day’s Dak. Persons will have the goodness to desire 
their servants to wait at the door till it is opened at a quarter before 
seven when they will be admitted.) For the delivery of Letters until 
three P.M. and for replying to enquiries from ten A.M. to three P.M. 
Sunday excepted, as regards latter. The time for receipt of Newspapers 
is limited to a quarter past five P.M. beyond which time no Newspaper will 
be received. 


XV. 

Mails received at the General Post Office after three P.M. are not opened 
until the following morning, as from that hour the Registering, and 
otherwise preparing the Letters put into the Post Office for the night’? 
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despatch to the other Presidencies, and the Mofussil, commences. There¬ 
fore Letters received after three P.M. are distinguished by the letters 
P.M. being impressed upon them, in addition to the Date Stamp. Such 
Letters as are received and sent out on the same day, are impressed with 
Letters A.M. 

XVI. 

There are three places at the General Post Office appointed for the 
receipt of Letters for despatch: viz. that for Service and Free Letters, that 
for Inland Letters liable to pay Postage and another for Letters for 
Exportation, or Ship Letters, whether public or private. Complaints have 
frequently been made of the refusal to receive Letters when presented 
at the General Post Office, arising from their being offered at the wrong 
window or receiving place, the public are therefore particularly request¬ 
ed to point out to the servants who may be sent with Letters, which 
Department they are intended for. 

With a view to lessen the business of the Post Office Department, all 
letters from Public Officers sent on one day to the same Office, are to be 
put under one Envelope, if it can be done without exceeding Twenty One 
Sicca Weight. This practice will also tend to lighten the Mails by reduc¬ 
ing the number of Envelopes and Seals. 

XVII. 

The Receivers of Letters at the General Post Office cannot be required 
to give Change for a Rupee, save when the Postage shall exceed that sum. 
In all cases where the Postage on a Letter or Letters may be less than 
One Rupee, it must be paid in Copper, or in four or eight Anna Silver 
Pieces. 

N.B. Complaints have frequently been made that the Post Office charges 
Batta in changing Rupees into Pice, which, upon enquiry, have been 
shewn to arise from servants obtaining change from a Podar, who has 
established himself in the vicinity of the Post Office, but who is in no way 
connected with the Establishment. There is no person of this description 
attached to the General Post Office, and all the Receivers are strictly 
enjoined, when they do change Silver Money, to give the full change at 
ihe rate of Sixty-four Pice to the Rupee, and a deviation from this 
practice being proved against any Receiver, would subject him to the 
Joss of his situation. 

RULES RESPECTING 
INLAND LETTERS & POSTAGE 
I 

Letteis not exceeding Half a Sicca Weight are to be charged for at Half 
e amount levied upon a Single Letter or one of One Sicca Weight. 
ese betters to be called “Half Letters”. 
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II 

Letters above Half a Sicca Weight, and not exceeding One Sicca Weight, 
to be charged for as Single Letters. 

III 

Letters exceeding One, but not exceeding Two Sicca Weight are charge¬ 
able with twice the amount of a Single Letter. For each additional 
Sicca Weight, additional Single Postage will be charged on all Letters 
up to Twenty-one Sicca Weight, beyond which weight Letters subject to 
Postage are not taken for despatch by Dak Mails, 

J ✓ 

N.B. Whenever Postage amounts to a fractional part of a Copper Pice, the 
necessary number of nominal coin termed Pie, must be added to make up 
a Pice. This Rule is strictly applicable to Letters from Natives, 
which are allowed to go Bearing Half Postage, excepting in the instances 
hereafter noted in Rule X. 

The Table of Rates of Inland Postage exhibits only the charge for 
Single Letter Postage between Stations. 

IV 

Public Official Letters will be received for despatch as far as Twenty- 
five Sicca Weight, but not beyond that weight, unless in emergent 
cases when a communication in writing must be made to Deputy Post 
Master by the Functionary who sends the Packet for despatch. 

V 

Public Despatches for transmission by Dak, are to be copied within 
the smallest space compatible with perfect legibility; margins of the 
paper not to exceed one third; all blank leaves to be withdrawn; 
enclosures wherever practicable, to be written consecutively; and 
generally to be made up in the most compact form possible. 

VI 

When the number of Official Despatches received for transmission at 
one time, may be such as to render the bulk or weight of the Mails too 
burthensome, Deputy Post Masters are authorised to detain any 
proportion of the same, for despatch by the Mail of the following 
day, excepting always in cases of emergency, which will be noted as 
specified in Rule IV, and then on no account will such Despatches be 
detained. 

VII 

Law Papers, Accounts and Vouchers, superscribed and attested by the 
full signature of the persons sending them as being such, are received 
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transmission by Dak at the rate of Three Sicca Weight as 
one, i.e. any weight not exceeding Three Sicca Weight at Single Letter 
Postage. For any weighc above Three Sicca Weight One-third of 
the Postage to be charged that would be leviable on a Letter of the same 
weight. These Documents can only be transmitted when not 
exceeding Twenty-one Sicca Weight. Should Packets said to contain Law 
Papers, Accounts or Vouchers, be found lo contain Letters, they will be 
charged with Double Full Letter Postage, agreeably to the weight 
of the Packet. In any casq where a, Deputy Post Master may have reason 
to suspect that closed envelopes, attested as containing only Docu¬ 
ments specified in, this Rule, contain Letters, he is empowered to 
call upon the receiving party to attend either in person or by 
proxy, to open them in his presence. When,, in the event of Letters being 
found within the covers, he will detain the Packets and their contents, 
until the difference between the amount which may have been paid at 
the time of despatch, as for Law Papers, etc., only, and that to which, 
under the Penalty, they would then be liable to, is adjusted. 

VIII 

* 1 1 

A Register is kept at the General Post Office, for the purpose of entering 
the particulars of Packets containing Company’s paper for transmission 
by Dak, which it is recommended should, in all cases be sent for entry. 
These can be Registered every day between the hours of ten A.M. and 
three P.M. Sundays excepted. 

IX 

Postage on letters to Madras, and to Stations beyond that Presidency,'is 
only levied to Preaghy, unless the Sender desires to pay Full Postage 
for the whole distance, which is optional. 

N.B. Letters for Ceylon or for transmission from Madi'as by Sea form 
exceptions to this Rule, as on such Letters the Full postage must be paid 
prior to despatch. 

X 

Natives have the option of paying only Half the Amount of Postage 
leviable on a Letter when it is delivered at a Post Office for despatch; 
the remaining Half to be collected from the person addressed, on, delivery, 
excepting letters to Ganjam, Madras, Hyderabad, Poonah and Bombay, 
which must always be Full Post Paid. 

XI 

In the case of a Letter being rejected, the Sender then becomes liable 
for the Half Postage which remained unpaid upon the despatch of 
the Letter, together with the Full Postage for its return. The Rule-: 
do not however apply to Letters addressed t.o the Officers of Govern • 
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ment in their Official capacity, nor to Letters fur Europeans, or to 
Stations beyond Preaghy. In these cases, the preceding Rule IX, applies 
to Natives as well as to the European community. 


XII 


I 


Heads of Offices, Civil and Military will pay especial attention to insure 
their Despatches being prepared for transmission by Dak, agreeably 
to Rule Nos. IV and V, as also to insure their being sent to the 
Post Office not later than a quarter past six o’clock P.M., beyond which 
time the Deputy Post Master is directed not to receive them. 



XIII 

Expresses can be sent upon all roads where the Dak is conveyed by 
Runners; but as there is no separate Establishment for this purpose, 
it is desirable to prevent as much as possible, the unnecessary employ¬ 
ment of the Runners on this Extra duty. Public Officers are therefore 
requested to use the privilege which they possess of sending “Service” 
Express as sparingly as possible. 

When it is indispensibly necessary to forward Despatches in this 
manner, a written application is to be made to the Post Master 1 , without 
which no Express will be sent. 


XIV 

Individuals who may, in cases of importance, be desirous of forwarding 
Letters by Express, will be at liberty to do so where the Dak is carried 
by Runners, on the payment, in advance, of Four Annas per Mile. 


RULES RESPECTING INLAND POSTAGE OF NEWSPAPERS IN 
THE EUROPEAN LANGUAGES, EMBRACING THE REGULATIONS 
FOR THE POSTAGE ON PAMPHLETS AND OTHER PRINTED 

PAPERS 

I 

The Postage on Newspapers is limited to two Rates, viz. Four Annas and 
Two Annas,—the'Table of Newspaper Rates specifies the Station to which 
they may be sent at these Rates respectively, provided they do not exceed 
Three Sicca Weight, which is considered as Single Newspaper Weight. 

II 

Single Newspapers sent from one Mofussil Station to another, when not 
in Transit from the Presidency are to be charged Two Annas for any 
distance up to Four Hundred Miles, and Four Annas to all greater 
distances. 
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Newspapers exceeding Three Sicca, or Single Newspaper Weight, is to 
he charged as follows:— 

To Two Annas Stations from Three Sicca Weight to Four Sicca Weight, 
Three Annas. From Four Sicca Weight to Nine Sicca Weight, Four 
Annas. 

To Four Annas Stations from Three to Four Sicca Weight, Six Annas. 
From Four to Six Sicca Weight, Eight Annas. 

IV 

Packets of Newspapers weighing more than Six Sicca Weight, will not be 
received for transmission by the Dak. 

v K 

The above Rates of postage to carry Newspapers all over the Territories 
under the Bengal Presidency, entitling them to follow the persons to 
whom they are addressed without further charge, provided they are not 
opened at any Station at which they are delivered. 

VI 

If a Newspaper is opened, the Postage must be again paid, according to 
the above Scales, before the Paper can be received for a second despatch 
from any Post Office 

VII 

If a Newspaper is returned, the Sender is liable for Half the amount of 
Return Postage, which was paid upon its despatch. If from a Newspaper 
Office it was sent Bearing Postage, then it will be liable to the Outward 
Full Postage, and to Half that amount for its Return. 

VIII 

Newspapers can only be received for despatch as such when made up in 
short covers, open at the ends . 

IX 

Pamphlets and other Printed Papers, Wrapped in short covers, open at the 
ends, will be sent upon the same Scales as those provided for Newspapers, 
up to Six Sicca Weight, according as they may happen to be, for a Four 
Anna or a Two Anna Station. 


From 6 Sa. Wt. to 8 Sa. Wt. to a Four Anna Station . 12 annas 

From 8 Sa. Wt. to 10 Sa. Wt. 14 annas 

From 10 Sa. Wt. to 12 Sa. Wt. 1 Rupee 
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And Two Annas for every further Sicca Weight, up to Twenty-one Sicca 
Weight. Beyond which, this description of Packet will not be received 
for transmission by Letter Dak. To the Two Anna Stations, Half the 
above Rates. 

X 

Rules for Newspapers published in the Native Languages. 

To Stations falling under the Two Anna Scale 


up to 3 Sicca Weight . 1 anna 

3 Sa. Wt. to 4 Sa. Wt. 1 anna 6 Pies 

4 Sa. Wt. to 6 Sa. Wt. 2 annas 


To Stations falling under the Four Annas Scale, Double the preceding 
Rates. 

If Exported, to be charged with Half the Rates provided for English 
Papers. 


XI 

Newspapers and other Printed Papers published in Calcutta, are permit¬ 
ted to be sent Bearing Postage, under an approved Engagement on the 
part of the Proprietors of the Press from whence they are issued, to 
make good both Direct and Return Postage, in the event of their being 
returned by reason of the Parties addressed refusing to receive them, or 
from any other cause whatever. 

N. B. From 15th June to 20th October in each year, One Quarter of a 
Sicca Weight additional will be allowed to each Newspaper cover on 
account of the damp. 

RULES RESPECTING SHIP LETTERS AND PARCELS, AND 
POSTAGE CHARGED THEREUPON 

I 

Letters Imported or Exported, are subject to the following Rates of Ship 
Postage. 


Up to $ a Sicca Weight . 1 Anna 

From \ Sa. Wt. to 1 Sa. Wt. 2 Annas 

From 1 Sa. Wt. to 2 Sa. Wt. 3 Annas 

From 2 Sa. Wt. to 4 Sa. Wt. 6 Annas 

From 4 Sa. Wt. to 6 Sa. Wt. 8 Annas 

From 6 Sa. Wt. to 8 Sa. Wt. 10 Annas 


and so on, adding Two Annas for every additional Sicca Weight up to 
Twenty-One Sicca Weight. 
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Letters for Exportation 


Letters delivered at the General Post Office for transmission by Sea, 
if specified for despatch by any particular Vessel, will be charged with 
Ship Postage only, agreeably to the above Rates, provided the Vessel 
so specified is lying off Calcutta. But in the event of such Vessel having 
proceeded down the river, Letters, in consequence having to be sent to 
Kedgeree for Shipment through the Post Office Department at that 
Station, become liable to Inland Postage from Calcutta to Kedgeree, in 
addition to the Ship Postage. 

.Ill 


It occasionally happens that Proprietors of Steam Vessels give notice 
at the General Post Office that a Steamer will be sent down on a 
particular day to catch a Ship on her way to Sea, in such cases an “After 
Packet.” is made up to follow by the opportunity thus afforded; and as 
it is desirable to encourage as much as possible any accommodation, 
such as this affords, if has been determined in such cases to pay a Bounty 
of One Anna for each Letter to the Commander of the Steamer, under 
whose charge the Packet is transmitted to the Ship, the Charge for 
Postage upon all Letters thus sent will therefore be One Anna upon each 
cover in excess of the rates contained in the Table above. 



IV 

Letters delivered without any specification as to the Ship by which they 
should be transmitted, will be charged with Ship Postage only, and be 
detained at the Post Office for the first opportunity which may offer for 
Shipping them on a Vessel at Calcutta, the destination of which corres¬ 
ponds with the directions on the Letters, they will not be sent to 
Kedgei ee, although there may be a Ship on her way to Sea for the same 
destination. But Letters which have the superscription on the Envelopes 
“Per first Ship”, will if the first opportunity offers by a Ship off 
Calcutta, be charged only with Ship Postage. On the contrary, if the first 
means of despatch are by a Vessel already down the river, then the 
Inland Postage will be demanded upon such Letters, as well as the Ship 
Postage. 


V 

When Letters have to be despatched to Kedgeree for Shipment, they are 
divided into two classes, viz. such as bear a superscription—“To be 
returned if too late’’, are put into one Packet, and the others being 
those which have only the Ship’s name written upon them, or where no 
vessel is specified, into another Packet. The former bears directions on 
its outside, to the Deputy Post Master at Kedgeree, to return it to 
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the General Post Office, in the event of its’ not reaching him until 
after the Ship foil which it was intended has sailed out, the other 
agreeably to Standing Orders, he retains for Shipment on the next 
Vessel, passing down for the same destination, as that of the Ship 
by which it was originally intended to have been sent. It therefore 
behoves individuals desiring to have Letters back again, when too late, to 
pay especial attention as to the necessary superscription. Letters so 
returned are liable to the further charge of Return Inland Postage from 
Kedgeree. 

VI 

Letters from Out-Stations, when delivered at the Subordinate Post 
Office for transmission to Calcutta and eventual Shipment for Sea 
conveyance, must have the Postage to which they may be liable paid 
at the same time, both the Inland Postage to Calcutta, as well as 
the Ship Postage, agreeably to the Rates in Rule I. And the Letters 
must be respectively superscribed “Ship Letter”. In all cases 
where Letters coming under this head, are received at the General 
Post Office, upon which it would appear that the proper Postage has 
not been paid, they will be returned to the place from whence they 
were originally despatched, “Bearing Postage”, both from and to such 
place; and if this Postage be refused, Parties so refusing will subject 
themselves to the Penalty prescribed in No. IX, of the General Rules. 
Letters from the Interior will invariably, be despatched by the first oppor¬ 
tunity ensuing their receipt at the Post Office, excepting such as may be 
superscribed for Return if too late for some specific Vessel, which had 
sailed prior to their arrival. Letters of this latter description will be 
sent back Bearing Inland Postage from Calcutta. 

VII 

Packets of Law Papers, Accounts, and Vouchers, etc., if not in excess 
of Twenty-One Sicca Weight, are received for transmission at the same 
Rates of Postage as specified in Rule VII of the Inland Letter Postage 
Regulations; beyond Twenty-One Sicca Weight, they are classed with 
Parcels, and are charged agreeably to the Rate 1 'as hereafter specified in 
Rule VIII for Ship Postage; and if they have taGfee conveyed to Kedgeree 
to a further charge at the Inland Banghy Rates of Postage. They must 
also bear the same attestation as specified in Rule VII of the Inland Rates, 
under the full Signature of the Senders, and are liable to be opened in 
the presence of the Deputy Post Master, or Post Master General, if 
suspected of containing Letters, unless the Senders should prefer paying 
the full amount of Double Letter Postage agreeably to the Weight of the 
Parcel, being the Penalty to which they would be liable on the envelope 
producing a Letter or other Document than those which come within 
the specifications which entitled them to the privilege. 
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Rates of Postage to be paid on Packets in excess of Twenty-one Sicca 
Weight, as specified in the foregoing Rule, and upon all Ship Parcels, are 
as follows, viz: 


Rs. As. 


From 8 Sa. Wt. to 12 Sa. Wt. 0 8 

12 Sa. Wt. to 25 Sa. Wt. 1 0 

25 Sa. Wt. to 50 Sa. Wt. 1 8 

50 Sa. Wt. to 75 Sa. Wt. 1 12 

75 Sa. Wt. to 100 Sa. Wt. 2 8 

100 Sa. Wt. to 150 Sa. Wt. 3 0 

150 Sa. Wt. to 200 Sa. Wt. 3 8 

200 Sa. Wt. to 250‘Sa. Wt. . 4 0 

250 Sa. Wt. to 300 Sa. Wt. 5 8 


Five Rupees Eight Annas being the maximum of Postage leviable on a 
Ship Parcel. 


IX 


Letters are received at the General Post Office for despatch to any part 
of the World. 

X 


Letters for Exportation via Madras, or Bombay, or by the way of anj, 
Port on the Coast, must be delivered in the Department where Letters 
are received for Inland Despatch to such places, and to which the 
Full Inland Postage must be paid, as also" Half the amount of Ship 
Postage to which they would be liable if shipped at Calcutta. Letters 
of this description, when addressed to Houses of Agency, or to 
any Individual at Madras, may be despatched, paying the usual Inland 
Postage to Preaghy only, and the remainder will be demanded from the 
Parties to whose care the Letters may be addressed. They will also 
be left to pay the Ship Postage on sending the Letters again to Madras 
Post Office for Shipment. 

N.B. It frequently happens that notice is received at the General Post 
Office of the departure of a Ship,'and a consequent charge of Inland 
Postage to Kedgeree is made, when it is afterwards discovered that the 
Ship from some cause, has not proceeded further down than Cooly 
Bazaar; so that, in fact Inland Postage has been levied when the Letters 
ought only to have been charged with Ship Postage. This is a subject of 
much dissatisfaction with the community, and a source of numerous 
complaints. On the other hand, it quite as frequently happens, that the 
departure of a Ship is not known at the General Post Office until the da 
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after she has actually left Town, so that Inland Postage on Letters for 
despatch by such Vessels is omitted to be taken. Both these inconveni¬ 
ences are attributable to the difficulty of obtaining correct information 
at the General Post Office, as to the actual time of departure of Vessels. 
It is, therefore, much to be wished that all persons concerned with ship¬ 
ping,' would in a matter which must especially concern them, afford to 
the^General Post Office the earliest correct information in their power as 
to the intended departure of Ships, and of any delays which may take 
place after the time first appointed. 



XI 


LETTERS IMPORTED 

Imported Letters are liable to the same Ship Postage as that levied 
upon Letters Exported,—See Rule I. If landed at Kedgeree, as is the 
general practice, they are further liable to the Inland Postage fiom that 
Station; but if at Calcutta, as sometimes happens, particularly in the 
South-West monsoon, and sometimes from Commanders of Vessels 
omitting to land them at Kedgeree, or from other causes not within the 
control of the Post Office, then Ship Postage only is levied upon such 
Letters. 

XII 

When Letters Imported have to be forwarded to Out-Stations, the Inland 
Postage from Kedgeree to such Out-Stations, together with Ship Postage 
will be demanded from the Receiver; but with a view to relieve residents 
at the more distant parts of the country from heavy charges to which 
they would be subject, if Full Postage were exacted, the Maximum of 
Inland Postage leviable on such Letters, if not previously delivered in 
Calcutta, is fixed at the rates charged to Cawnpore, consequently Letters 
for Cawnpore, and to places at a greater distance, which are delivered 
from a Ship at Kedgeree, are chargeable, if not first delivered in Calcutta 
with the following rates, viz: 


Sicca Wt. 
Letters 

Ship 

Postage 

Inland 

Postage 


Total 



Rs. 

As. 

P. 

Rs. 

As. 

P. 

Rs. 

As. 

P. 

i Sa. Wt. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

9 

0 

4 

9 

1 Sa. Wt. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7 

6 

0 

9 

6 

2 Sa. Wt. 

0 

3 

0 

0 

15 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 Sa. Wt. 

0 

6 

0 

1 

6 

6 

1 

12 

6 

4 Sa. Wt. 

0 

6 

0 

1 

14 

0 

2 

4 

0 

5 Sa. Wt. 

0 

8 

0 

2 

5 

6 

2 

13 

6 

6 Sa. Wt. 

0 

8 

0 

2 

13 

0 

3 

. 5 

0 

7 Sa. Wt. 

0 

10 

0 

3 

4 

6 

3 

14 

6 

8 Sa. Wt. 

0 

10 

0 

3 

12 

0 

4 

6 

0 
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All Imported Ship letters, weighing more than Eight Sicca Weight, are 
forwarded by Banghy at the Inland Rates for Banghy Postage, and 
charged with Ship Postage at the Rates appointed for levying Postage on 
Ship Parcels.—See Rule VIII. This mode of conveyance has been 
frequently complained of, in consequence of the delay which takes place 
in the arrival of Letters so sent at their desinations, and therefore 
parties who prefer paying Full Letter Postage upon such Letters may 
have them sent by Dak by transmitting a written communication to that 
effect to be recorded in the General Post Office. 

N.B. This Rule is applicable to Newspapers. These cannot, however, 
under any circumstances be sent by Dak if exceeding Twenty-One Sicca 
Weight. 

XIV 

Ship Letters received by the Mails from other Presidencies, are subject 
to only Half the Ship Postage charged on Letters Imported direct into 
this Port, in addition to the Inland Postage usually charged on Letters 
to and from such Presidencies. 

XV 

When Letters are Imported into this Office for Madras, or Bombay, only 
Single Letters, or such as do not exceed One Sicca Weight, will be 
forwarded by Dak, and these only when they cannot be more expediti¬ 
ously conveyed by Sea. All Letters in excess of One Sicca Weight 
will be forwarded by the first eligible Sea Conveyance; exceptions will 
be made to this Rule where written communications are made to the 
Deputy Post Master, by Parties desiring to have all their Letters 
forwarded by Dak without reference to Weight, agreeing to pay the 
amount of Full Letter Postage upon them. Letters however above 
Twenty-One Sicca Weight, cannot, under any circumstances, be sent by 
Dak. 

XVI 

A Bounty of One Anna is paidj at the General Post Office to Commanders 
of Ships upon all Letters chargeable with Postage, which are delivered 
by them to this Department, and which are not brought to Calcutta, from 
other places in India, between which and Calcutta there is a Land Com¬ 
munication by Dak; unless in cases of culpable neglect when they omit 
to deliver their Packets at the earliest possible period to the Dak Boat at 
Kedgeree; or to the Deputy Post Master at that Station, in which cases 
their claim to Bounty Money is forfeited. 
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Letters written on board a Vessel in the river, and delivered at the 
Diamond Harbour, Kedgeree, or New Anchorage Post Offices, are termed 
“Harbour Letters”—these are chargeable only with the usual Inland 
Postage from those Stations. But it frequently happens that such Letters 
are put into a bag, or parcel, with the loose Letters of a Ship, and When 
they arrive at Kedgeree the Post Master has no means of discriminating, 
but takes them all for Ship Letters; they are accordingly so sent on. to this 
Office, and are eventually delivered Bearing Ship Postage, thereby 
causing dissatisfaction to the Receiving Parties, and much unnecessary 
trouble by references, it is therefore requested, particularly of Com¬ 
manders of Ships and Pilots, that they will cause Letters to be sent 
separately made up to the Kedgeree Post Office, specifying those written 
in Harbour, or by persons actually on board the Ship, as “Harbour 
Letters”, and the others as “Ship Letters”. In cases where this is not 
attended to, the Ship Postage which may be levied on Harbour Letters 
will not be remitted. 

SHIP RATES OF POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS, 
PAMPHLETS, AND OTHER PRINTED PAPERS 

I 

Newspapers shipped or unshipped off Calcutta, to be subject to the same 
Rates of Postage as those provided for the Two Anna Station. 

II 

Newspapers forwarded to or from Ships through subordinate Post Offices, 
such as Diamond Harbour, Kedgeree or the New Anchorage, are charge¬ 
able as follows, viz: 

Ship Postage, Two Annas upon all Packets, without reference 
to weight; Inland Postage, Four Annas for each cover containing 
only one Newspaper, with limitation of weight. 

III 

Covers containing more than one Newspaper, to be charged according to 
the Scale for Pamphlets and Printed Papers, so far as Twelve Sicca 
Weight, beyond which, Newspapers Imported, will be forwarded from 
Calcutta by Banghy being charged from thence accordingly. 

IV 

If by looking in at the ends, it cannot be discovered whether a cover 
contains only one or more Papers, it will be charged according to the 
preceding Rule. 
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Pamphlets and Printed Papers 



Pamphlets and other Printed Papers, in short covers, open at the ends, 
will be charged with Ship Postage, at the same rates as those provided 
for Newspapers up to Twelve Sicca Weight, and when exceeding that 
weight they will be forwarded to the Interior by Banghy, and charged 
accordingly. 

(Here followed the RULES RESPECTING BANGHY 
PARCELS AND POSTAGE.) 


(Here followed the REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE 

POSTAGE OF AND APPLICATIONS FOR DAK BEARERS.) 

Calcutta General Post Office 
the 1st January, 1830. 

J. E. ELLIOTT, 


Post Master General 

APPENDIX Q 
Notification 


For William General Post Office 11th April 1832 

With reference to the Second Paragraph of my Notification published 
in the Government Gazette, under date the 29th January 1830—the 
Public are hereby informed, that the reduction of Postage Rates there 
experimentally sanctioned having failed in its object, the rates of Letter 
Postage have, by order of Government again been revised. The Postage 
on Letters from Calcutta to Out-Stations, will consequently be levied 
in future according to the rates exhibited below in Table I 

The Postage on Letters from one Mofussil Station to another will 
henceforth be levied according to new Tables of Rates, which have been 
prepared upon the same scale, with reference to the distance interven¬ 
ing between Mofussil Stations, as that upon which the Table of Calcutta 
Postage have been calculated as exhibited in Table I. 

Ship Postage will also be, in future, levied according to the Revised 
Table H. 
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TABLE I 


SINGLE LETTER POSTAGE FROM CALCUTTA TO 

«/ 

Barrackpore, Baraset, Bungong, Chundernagore, 
Diamond Harbour, Doorhutta, Dum Dum, Falta, 
Hooghly, Inchurah, Janapool, Koolkie, Noysurroye, 
Serampore, Sooksagore, Tumlook 

Bultolly, Burdwan, Bangundil, Calnagunge, Coome- 
riah. Contee, Ghantai, Jessore, Khosaupore, Keer- 
poye, Kedgeree, Midnapore, Nuddea, Nohutta, Rada- 
nagore, Soomuderghur, Santipore 

Bancoorah, Beerbhoom, Berampore, Bauleah, 
Balasore, Backergunge, Bonagatty, Coolbarreah, 
Commercolly, Culneah, Dacca, Fureedpore, Gonatiah, 
Hurriaul, Julunghy, Jellasore, Joynagore, Mohamed- 
pore, Nalton, Rugoonauthpoi’e, Soorol, Sourdah 

Bhaugulpore Bogoorah, Bholooah, Chittra, Cuttack, 
Dinagepore, Hazareebaugh, Juggernauth, Khatkarin- 
jeah, Luckipore, Malda, Mymensingh, Nauthpore, 
Purneah, Putahaut, Rajmahal, Ramghur, Sheergotty, 
Tipperah 

Cooch Behar, Chittagong, C-herrapoonjee, Denapore, 
Futtysurroye, Cowalparrah, Gya, Ganjam, Moonghyr, 
Patna, Rungpore, Sumbalpore, Sylhet 

Arrah, Azimghur, Allahabad, Buxar, Benares, Chup- 
rah, Chunar, Ghauzeepore, Gowahatty, Jaunpore, 
Mirzapore, Mungdoo,. Foosah, Ramoo, Tirhoot 

Akyab, Futtypore, Gorruckpore, Khatmoondoo, 

Myeoo, Nipaul, Pertaubghur, Rewar, Ryepore, 

Sultanpore, Oude 

Banda, Bareilly, Calpee, Cawnpore, Etawah, 

Futtyghur, Gwalior, Gurrawarah, Haumeerpore, 
Huttah, Jorehaut , Jubbulpore, Juggoo, Keitah, 

Kamptee, Kyook Pheoo, Lohargong, Lucknow, 
Mynpooree.'Nursingpore, Nagpore, Ramree, Secrora, 
Seetapore, Seonne, Shejehanpore, Saugor 

Allyghur, Agra, Almorah, Bhopaul, Bhuruthpore, 
Boolundshuhur, Boitool, Coel, Delhi, Goorgong, 
Hauppee, Hussungabad, Hausee, Hissar, Kumaon, 
Lohooghaut, Muttra, Meerut, Mooradabad, Saidabad 


Rs. As 


0 2 

0 3 

0 4 

0 6 

0 7 

0 8 

0 9 

0 10 

0 11 
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Aurungabad, Asseerghur, Ehopaulpore, Deyrah 
Dhoon, Hydrabad, Indore, Kotah, Kurnaul, Landhour, 

Mhow, Madras full post paid 

Neemutch, Raipootana, Rewarree, Saharunpoor, Soobathoo 0 12 

Loodianah, Odeypore, Poonah 0 13 

Bombay, Serowie 0 14 

Ceylon 1 0 

TABLE II 

Kates of Ship Postage leviable at the Calcutta 
General Post Office and at Post Offices 
subordinate thereto 

Rs. As. P. 

Up to 1 Sicca Weight ... 0 3 0 

From 1 Sa. Wt. to 2 Sicca Weight . 0 6 0 

From 2 Sa. Wt. to 3 Sicca Weight . 0 8 0 

From 3 Sa. Wt. to 4 Sicca Weight . 0 II 0 

From 4 Sa. Wt. to 5 Sicca Weight . 0 14 0 

From 5 Sa. Wt. to 6 Sicca Weight . 10 0 

From 6 Sa. Wt. to 7 Sicca Weight .. 1 3 0 

From 7 Sa. Wt. to 8 Sicca Weight .. 16 0 

From 8 Sa. Wt. to 9 Sicca Weight . 1 8 0 

From 9 Sa. Wt. to 10 Sicca Weight . 1 11 0 

From 10 Sa. Wt. to 11 Sicca Weight .1 14 0 

From 11 Sa. Wt. to 12 Sicca Weight . 2 0 0 

From 12 Sa. Wt. to 13 Sicca Weight . r . } . 2 3 0 

From 13 Sa. Wt. to 14 Sicca Weight . 2 6 0 

From 14 Sa. Wt. to 15 Sicca Weight . v.. 2 8 0 

From 15 Sa. Wt. to 16 Sicca Weight 2 11 0 

From 16 Sa. Wt. to 17 Sicca Weight . 2 14 0 

From 17 Sa. Wt. to 18 Sicca Weight . 3 0 0 

From 18 Sa. Wt. to 19 Sicca Weight . 3 3 0 

From 19 Sa. Wt. to 20 Sicca Weight .' 3 6 0 

From 20 Sa. Wt. to 21 Sicca Weight . 3 8 0 

Beyond which weight, Packets of Letters will be charged for at 
the Rates appointed for levying Postage on Ship Parcels 

Fort William J. E. ELLIOTT, P.M G 

G.P.O. 11th April 1832. 
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APPENDIX R 


Section II. 
Right of 
Conveyance. 


Section XIII. 

Steam 

Postage. 


Section XIV. 

Ship 

Postage. 


Section XV. 
Ship Letters. 


Section XVII. 

Commander’s 

Fee. 


Section XVIII. 

Transhipped 

Letters. 


Section XX. 
Compulsion 
to Convey. 


Extracts from the Post Office Act and 
Rules and Regulations of 1837-38 

“The exclusive right of conveying letters by post for 
hire, from place to place, within the territories of the 
East India Company, shall be in the Governor General 
of India in Council.” 

“That steam postage, according to such rates as may 
from time to time be fixed by the Governor General in. 
Council, shall be levied on all letters and packets sent 
or received by any Government steamer, and that 
such steam postage shall be in excess of any inland 
postage to which such letters or packets may be 
liable.” 

“Ship Postage, according to the rates fixed in 
schedule B, annexed to this Act, shall be levied 
on all letters and packets sent or received by sea, 
through any Government Post-Office, and not liable 
to steam postage”. 

Provided for the handing over by Commanders of 
vessels to Post Office of all letters and packets, as 
speedily as possible, when arriving by sea at any 
place within the said territories. 

“For every letter or packet delivered by a Com¬ 
mander of a ship, in comformity with the direction 
in Section XV of this Act, the Officer in charge of the 
Post Office shall pay to the said Commander the sum 
of one anna.” 

Transhipped letters to be paid for in Section XVII 
and the Commander of the vessel into which the 
letter is transhipped to receive half an anna from 
persons in charge of the Post Office, at the place oi 
delivery. 

“The Commander of every vessel leaving any place 
in the said Territories by sea shall receive on board 
of such vessel every letter and packet which he shall be 
required to receive by any Officer of the Post Office, 
and shall sign a receipt for such letters and packets; 


Section XXVIII. 
Free Postage. 


Section XXXVIII. 
Tola weight. 


RULES 


IV. 

Receipt of 
Letters, &c. 
or Despatch 
by Land or 
Sea. 


V. 

Letters for 
Foreign 
Countries 
via Great 
Britain. 


VI. 

Bearing. 


and every Commander of a vessel who shall wilfully 
disobey any direction of this Clause, shall be punished 
with a fine not exceeding 1,000 rupees.” 

Privilege of sending and receiving letters and packets 
by letter post free of postage allowed to certain 
Government Officials and to persons whom the 
Governor General in Council might permit. 

The tola weight mentioned in the Act is the tola 
of 180 grains troy, being the standard weight of the 
Company’s rupee. 

FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THE POST 
OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

passed by the Governor General of India, 
in Council, on 30th August 1837. 

Letters, Papers and Parcels shall be received where- 
ever a Post Master or Post shall be vested in Post 
Masters General, Office Writer is stationed, for 
despatch by land to every part of India or to Ceylon, 
and by sea to every part of the world with which 
there is a Post Office Communication, the latter, unless 
superscribed for some particular ship, will be sent by 
the first vessel that sails direct to the country to which 
the letter is addressed, and if there be no vessel 
proceeding direct to the place to which the letter is 
addressed, the letter shall be forwarded by such 
circuitous route as shall appear to the Post Master to 
afford the means of most speedy and secure transmis¬ 
sion. 

Letters, papers and parcels required to be transmitted 
to Foreign Countries via Great Britain or Ireland 
must be addressed to the care of an Agent or other 
person in the United Kingdom, by whom the foreign 
postage demandable at the London General or other 
Post office may be paid. That postage cannot be 
received in this country, and unless it be paid through 
an Agent as above described, the letters are liable to 
be returned to India. 

Letters intended for delivery in India may be paid 
for in advance, or be sent bearing postage at the 
option of the sender. 
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Ship postage 
payable in 
advance. 


Letters, papers or parcels intended for despatch by 
sea should be stamped or superscribed “Ship” and 
ship postage must be paid in advance thereon, in 
addition to any inland postage to which they may be 
severally liable. 


RULES OF SHIP POSTAGE. Letters imported: From 1 to 3 Tolas, 3 annas; 

4 Tolas, 4 annas; and so on, one anna being added 
for every additional Tola. 


Letters exported: From 1 to 3 Tolas, 2 annas; 
4 Tolas, 3 annas; and so on, one anna being added for 
every additional Tola. 

Ship Parcels: Up to 100 Tola Weight, 2 annas, 
increasing to 12 annas from 500 to 600 Tolas, and two 
annas being added or every additional 100 Tola 
weight. 

XXXIV. SHIP & HARBOUR LETTERS. With reference to 

Section XIII of the Post Office Act, Steam Postage 
shall be levied on all letters sent to or received from 
foreign parts by any Government Steamer conveying 
an Overland Mail to or from the Red Sea or Persian 
Gulf, not franked or otherwise entitled to pass free 
of postage at the following rates. 

Rates for Scale of Steam Postage on Letters, Law Papers, 

Inland & Steam Accounts, Vouchers. 

Letters: 

Inland Postage to Bombay, 7 annas for quarter tola, 
rising by single postage for every additional half tola 
weight. 

Steam Postage, 9 annas for first quarter tola, rising 
by single postage to every additional half tola. 


LAW PAPERS, etc., 14 annas for the first tola for 
Inland Postage to Bombay, and 6 rupees for Steam 
Postage, single postage being added for every addi¬ 
tional 3 tolas weight. 
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free of postage. 


Grants free postage on single letters sent by Soldiers 
if addressed and franked in following form: 

From Hussun Khan, Sepoy 
D. Troop, 1st Lt. Cav. 

To Mahamed Khan, 

6th Native Infantry, 
Meerut 


A. B. 

Comg. 1st Lt. Cav. 


Such letters to be franked by the Commanding Officer 
of the regiment or detachment, who shall adopt the 
most effectual measures in his power to satisfy him¬ 
self that the same are bonafide from the parties whose 
names are superscribed thereon. 

LIV and LV. Grant free postage to wives of European soldiers 

addressed to their husbands, and on Letters from 
Europe by ship addressed to European soldiers in 
India, provided they do not exceed 3 tolas. 

RULES FOR STAMPING LETTERS 

For using Post Office Stamps. All letters and packets whatever 
(save and except newspapers and ship and steam letters, hereinafter 
specially provided for), received at any Post Office in India for despatch 
by post, whether Free or Post Paid, or liable to postage, as the case may be, 
are to be marked with the appropriate stamp, bearing the name of the office 
of such despatch; and when slide stamps are not provided, w r here the date oi 
the month and year forms part of the stamp itself, the said date must be 
entered in writing across the middle of the face of the stamp. If the letter 
or package received for despatch be Post Paid or Bearing Postage, the 
amount of postage so paid or due must be entered in writing on the face 
of the stamp, after the word “Paid” or “Bearing” as the case may be. 

2. All letters and packets whatever, received at any Post Office by post 
for delivery at such Office, ai’e in like manner to be stamped with the 
appropriate Office stamp and marked with the date of the month and year; 
but the amount of postage paid or due is not to be entered on the stamp 
of delivery, as the stamp of despatch regulates the levy of postage. 

3. The Stamp for all Service, Soldiers’ and other free letters or packets, 
is an oval, one and a half inches long by 3 inch wide, beating the nam- 
of the Office and the word “Free”, and must be stamped red. 
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4. The Stamp for all letters or packets on which postage has been paid„ 
is an oblong, 1 and a half inches long by 1 inch wide, bearing the name of 
the Office and the word “Paid”, and must be stamped red. 

. \ j 

5. The stamp for all letters or packets, on which postage has not been 
paid in advance, is oblong, 1 and a half inch long by 1 inch wide, bear¬ 
ing the name of Office and the word “Bearing”, and must be stamped 
black. 

I 

6. Forward letters or packets, i.e. those that follow a party from station 
to station, are to be stamped at each office of fresh despatch, and marked 
with additional postage due on each fresh despatch. 

7. When a letter exceeds in weight a single tola, its weight, double, 

treble, &c. must be entered in writing on the face thereof; and on banghy 
parcels, the exact weight must in all cases be entered in writing on the 
same. » 

8. All Service, Soldiers’ or other free letters and packets received from 
Seaward at any General Post Office are to be stamped with the Ship letter 
Free stamp. This stamp is circular, 1 and a quarter inch in diameter, bear¬ 
ing the name of the General Post Office, the date of the month and year, 
and the words “Ship Letter, Free” and must be stamped in red. 

9. All other letters or packets received from Seaward at any General 
Post Office are to be stamped if received by Ship with the Ship Letter 
Bearing Stamp, and if by a Government Steamer with the Steam Lettei 
Bearing Stamp. The former is a square stamp, 1 and a quarter inch in 
diameter, bearing the name of the General Post Office, the date of the 
month and year, and the words “Ship Letter, Bearing” the latter is an 
octagonal stamp of similar dimensions, but with the words “Steam Letter, 
Bearing”. Both these stamps must be stamped black. 

10. At the several stations where newspapers are published in India, 
newspaper stamps are provided, with which all newspapers received at 
such stations for despatch will be appropriately stamped (if “Free” or 
“Paid” in red, if “Bearing” black) as the case may be; and the postage 
paid or due, as the case may be, marked on same, either by the stamp or 
in writing. At the Offices of Delivery, where newspaper stamps may not 
be provided, newspapers will be marked with the usual office stamp, in 
like manner as other packets. 

11. At General Post Offices all letters or packets required to be delivered 
at the morning delivery are to be marked with the a.m. stamp in black 
ink; and those at the afternoon delivery with the p.m. stamp in red ink. 
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Postal rates charged under Post Office Act XVII, 1837 


Distance 
in miles 
20 
50 
100 
150 
200 
250 
300 
400 
500 
600 
700 
800 
900 
1000 
1200 
1400 


Postage for a letter not 
exceeding 1 tola. 

1 anna 

2 annas 

^ » 
i- 

c >> 

6 ” 

7 „ 

8 „ 

9 „ 

10 „ 

' 11 „ 

12 „ 

13 „ 

H „ 

15 „ 

1 rupee 


Single postage' to be added for each additional tola or part thereof. 


APPENDIX S 
Notice 

Calcutta G. P. O.—28th December, 1837 

The following List of Post Office Stations in the Bengal and North Western 
Provinces is published for the information of the Public:— 


Post Offices subordinate to the Post Master General of Fort William. 


Agra 
A j mere 
Akyab 

Allahabad (or Coel) 
Allynuggur (or 
Mogulserai) 
Almorah (Kumaon) 
Anopshire 

Arrah (or Shahabad) 
Azim Ghur 


Backergunge Baugundee 

Bodaoon (or Shueswan) Beana 


Bair 

Baitool 

Ealasore 

Bankoorah 

Banda 

Baraset 

Bareilly 

Barrackpore 


Bauleah (or Rajeshaye) 
Beawar 

Beerbhoom (or Soory) 
Benares 

Berhampore (or 
Moorshedabad) 
Bhaugulpore 
Bhilsa 
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Ehoolooah (or 
Noacollee) 
Phopaul 

Bisnauth (Upper 
Assam) 

Biznore 

Bograh 

Bogwangda 

Bolundshuhar 

Boultolly 

Bugwah 

Burdwan 

Burhee 

Burkaghur 

Buxar 


Cachar 

Calcutta 

Calpee 

Cashepore 

Cawnpore 

Chundernagore 

Chirra Poonjee 

Chittagong 

Chunar 

Cbundpore 

Chuprah (or Sarun) 

Chutterpore 

Colgong 

Commercolly 

Contai (Hidgelee) 

Coochbehar 

Coomreah 

Culnah 

Culneah 

Cuttack 


Dacca 

Dargeling 

Delhie 

Deyrah Dhoon 

Dhummow 

Diamond Harbour 

Dinagepore 

Dinapore 

Dum Dum 


* Etah 
Etawah 

Furreedpore 
Futtyghur (or 
Furrackabad) 
Futtypore 

Ghazeepore 
Goorgong 
Gurruckpore 
Gowahatty (Lower 
Assam) 
Gowalpara 
Gutthol 
Gwalior 
Gya 

Hameerpore 
Hansie 
Hauper 
Hazareebaugh 
Heerapore 
Hissar 
Hoogly (or 
Chinsurah) 
Ilussingabad 
Huttah 

Inchurah 

Indore 

Jansi 

Juanpore 

Jeagunge 

(Moorshedabad) 

Jelalabad 

Jellasore 

Jeypore 

Jorehaut 

(or Moghur) 

Jubbulpore 

Jumalpore 

Kamptee 

Kedgeree 


Keerpoy 

Khasgunge 

Khosalpore 

Kyhouk Phyoo 

Kishore Saugor 

Kotah 

Kurnaul 



Landour 

(or Mussooree) 
Lohooghaut 
(or Almorah) 
Loodianah 
Luckeepore 
Lucknow 


Mahidpore 

Maldah 

Maunbhoom 

Meerut 

Midnapore 

Mirzapore 

Monghyr 

Moozuffernugger 

Moradabad 

Mow (Bundlecund) 

Munnipore 

Mungulpore 

Muttra 

Mymensing 

Mynpooree 

Nagpore 

Nolchitty 

Neemuch (Meywar) 
Nepaul 

(or Kishnaggur) 
Nowagong (Assam) 
Nubbeenugger 
Nuddea 

(or Kishnaggur) 
Nujeebabad 
Nusserabad 

(or Rajpootana) 
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Soorool 

Subathoo 

Suckeeree Gully 

Suntangunge 

Suntalpore (Benares) 

Sumbulpore 

Surdah 

Sylhet 

Tezpore 

Tipperah (Commillah) 
Tirhoot (Moozufferpore) 
Tumlook 

Umballa 

) : 


G, Alexander, 
Offg. P.M.G. 

APPENDIX T 
General Department 

Fort William 
14th August 1839 

By Virtue of Act XVII of 1839, whereby the Government of India 
is empowered to publish Schedules from time to time for fixing revised 
Rates of Postage Duties, provided only that no increase be made in any 
particular of the rates prescribed in Schedules A and B of Act XVI: 
1837; The following Schedule Marked C is hereby published and pre¬ 
scribed to take effect from the 1st of .October next in lieu of Tables 1, 2. 
4 and 5 of Schedule A of the Act above cited and the Postmaster General 
and Post Masters of the Several Presidencies of India are required from 
and after the said 1st of October, 1839, to levy Postages on Letters, 
parcels and packages despatched on or after that date, at the rates speci¬ 
fied in the Tables respectively of the said Schedule C hereunto annexed, 
until otherwise ordered and provided. 


Nursingpore 

(or Gurrawarra) 
Nyasurai 

Oodipore 

Oogein 

Ourungabad 

Paniput 

Patna 

Pelibeet 

Pertaubghur 

Pooree 

(or Juggernauth) 
Pubna 
Purneah 
Puttahaut 
Puttealer 

(or Sirpoorah) 

Rajamahal 

Ramree 

Rewah 

Rewarry 

Rhotuck 


Rogonautpore 

Roodrampore 

Rungpore 

Rsepore 

Saharunpore 

Sambur 

Sandoway 

Santeepore 

Sarungpore 

Sasseeram 

Saugor 

Seetapore 

Sehore 

Seonee’ 

Seepree 

Serampore 

Serowie 

Shajehanpore 

Shazadpore 

Shekoabad 

Sheergotty 

Sigonlee 

Simlah 

Soomoondergore 
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SCHEDULE of Postage Duties on Letters, Law Papers, Accounts and 
Vouchers, attested as such, with the full signature of the Sender of the 
Banghy Parcels, to be substituted for Tables 1, 2, 4 and 5 of Schedule 


1 x 

5 - 

I 


II 




Law Papers, Accounts and Vouchers 


Letters 


attested as such, with the full signa 




ture of the Sender. 


Distance 

Single 

Double 

Distance 

Single 

Double 

Not ex- 

Not ex- 

Exceeding 

Not ex¬ 

Not ex¬ 

Exceeding 

ceeding 

ceeding 

Quarter 

ceeding 

ceeding 

three and 

Miles 

Quarter 

Tola, and 

Miles 

three and 

half Tolas 


Tola 

not ex- 


half Tolas 

and not 


1 

1 

ceeding 



exceeding 



one Tola 



six Tolas 


Annas 

Annas 


Annas 

Annas 

100 

i 

1 

100 

1 

0 2 

200 

1 

2 

200 

2 

0 4 

300 

2 

4 

300 

4 

0 8 

400 

3 

6 

400 

6 

0 12 

500 

3 

6 

500 

6 

0 12 

600 

4 

8 

600 

8 

1 0 

700 

4 

8 

700 

8 

1 0 

800 

5 

10 

800 

10 

1 4 

900 

5 

10 

900 

10 

1 4 

1000 

6 

12 

1000 

12 

1 8 

1100 

6 

12 

1100 

12 

1 8 

1200 

7 

14 

1200 

14 

1 12 

1300 

7 

14 

1300 

14 

1 12 

1400 & 

8 

1 0 

1400 & 

1 0 

2 C 

upwards 


Single 

upwards 


Single 



Postage 



Postage 



being 



being 



added 



added 



for 



for 



every 



every 



addi¬ 



addi¬ 



tional 



tional 



half 



3 Tolas 



Tola 



Weight 



Weight 





164 




















MiNisr^ 


IV. 



Parcels sent by the Public Banghy, not exceeding 600 Tolas in weight 
nor 15 inches long by 12 deep and 12 broad, or 2160 cubic inches in size. 


Distance 


Weights 



No ex¬ 
ceeding 


Not exceeding Tolas 


Miles 


50 

100 

150 

2C0 

250 

3CQ 

350 

400 

450 

100 

0 

3 

0 

6 

0 

9 

0 

12 

0 

15 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

8 

1 

11 

200 

0 

6 

0 

12 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

14 

2 

4 

2 

10 

3 

0 

3 

b 

300 

0 

9 

1 

2 

1 

11 

2 

4 

2 

13 

3 

6 

3 

15 

4 

8 

5 

1 

400 

0 

12 

1 

8 

2 

4 

3 

0 

3 

12 

4 

8 

5 

4 

6 

0 

6 

12 

500 

0 

15 

1 

14 

2 

13 

3 

12 

4 

11 

5 

10 

6 

9 

7 

8 

8 

7 

600 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

6 

4 

8 

5 

10 

6 

12 

7 

14 

9 

0 

10 

o 

700 

1 

5 

2 

10 

3 

15 

5 

4 

6 

9 

7 

14 

9 

3 

10 

8 

11 

13 

800 

1 

8 

3 

0 

4 

8 

6 

0 

7 

8 

9 

0 

10 

8 

12 

0 

13 

8 

900 

1 

11 

3 

6 

5 

1 

6 

12 

8 

7 

10 

2 

11 

13 

13 

8 

15 

3 

1000 

1 

14 

3 

12 

5 

10 

7 

8 

9 

6 

11 

4 

13 

2 

15 

0 

16 

14 

1100 

2 

1 

4 

2 

6 

3 

8 

4 

10 

5 

12 

6 

14 

7 

16 

8 

18 

12 

1200 

2 

4 

4 

8 

6 

12 

9 

0 

11 

4 

13 

8 

15 

12 

18 

0 

20 

4 

1300 

2 

7 

4 

14 

7 

5 

9 

12 

12 

3 

14 

10 

17 

1 

19 

8 

21 

15 

1400) 

2 

10 

5 

4 

7 

14 

10 

8 

13 

2 

15 

12 

18 

6 

21 

0 

23 

10 


& ) 
up- ) 
wards 


Books, Pamphlets, Packets of Newspapers and any written, printed or 
engraved Papers sent by the Public Banghy, not exceeding 400 Tolas in 
weight and packed in short covers open at each end. 


Not exceeding Miles Not exceeding 20 Tolas “ 


100 

1 

0 2 

200 

2 

0 4 

300 

3 ' 

0 6 

400 

4 

0 8 

500 

5 • 

0 10 

600 

6 

0 12 

700 

7 

0 14 

800 

8 

1 0 
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1 

2 

3 

900 

9 

1 2 

1000 

10 

1 4 

1100 

11 

1 6 

1200 

12 

1 8 

1300 

13 

1 10 

1400 & 

14 

1 12 

upwards 



By Order of the Honorable 

the President of the Council 

of India in 


Council. 

H. T. PRINSEP, 

l 

Secy, to the Govt, of India. 
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CATALOGUE 

of 

HANDSTRUCK POSTAGE STAMPS 
of 

INDIA. 


(Illustrations to scale — “King’s Post” marked*) 

The values indicated refer to Superb Clear Impressions on Entire 
Letters, and where these conditions do not exist a combination of the 
following rules should be applied in assessing the value of an item:— 


Catalogue 

value 


(a) 

Superb Clear Impression 

100% 

(b) 

Clear but average impression 

’ 50% 

(c) 

Poor or part impression 

20% 

(a) 

Impression on ENTIRE letter, with contents 
particular interest 

of 

100% plus 

(b) 

Impression on ENTIRE letter 

100% plus 

(c) 

Impression on COVER (without letter) 

' 100% 

(d) 

Impression on COVER FRONT (without back) 

20% 

(e) 

CUT OUT impression only 

2i% 


3. IMPORTANT. Covers should NEVER be intentionally mutilated. 
CUT OUT impressions are practically valueless, and dirty or torn 
covers will reduce the value of an item by anything from 30% to 80%. 


Dirty covers should, therefore, be cleaned where possible, by rub¬ 
bing bread over the surface gently. This will absorb much of the dirt 
of ages, and will help greatly to restore covers to a presentable condi¬ 
tion. 


4. Where a cover has more than one impression on it, add to the highest 
valued mark, 50% of the value of all other marks worth more than 10!-. 


The value of the more common marks may be ignored in assessing 
the overall worth of a cover, unless they form part of a collection of such 
marks in themselves, when their value will increase collectively with 
the comprehensiveness of the range of items. 


< 
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INDEX TO CATALOGUE BY SECTIONS 

Page 

1. BENGAL 

(a) CALCUTTA 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free ... .. 169 

(ii) Ship Letters . 172 

(iii) General Post Office ... .. 177 

(iv) General Markings ... •• 181 

(b) BENGAL PRESIDENCY 

(i) Post Paid. Post Not Paid & Free ... 183 

(ii) Ship Letters ... • 192 

'(iii) Post Office ... 193 

(c) THE UPPER & NORTH WEST PROVINCES 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free ... .. 196 

(ii) Post Office ••• 206 

2. MADRAS 

(a) MADRAS CITY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free ... . • 209 

(ii) Ship Letters ... 211 

(iii) General Post Office ••• 214 

(iv) General Markings ... 215 

(b) MADRAS PRESIDENCY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free ... .. 217 

(c) HYDERABAD & MYSORE STATES ... 222 

3 BOMBAY 

(a) BOMBAY CITY 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free .... .. 225 

(ii) Ship Letters ... •. 230 

(iii) General Post Office ... 232 

(iv) General Markings . 233 

(b) BOMBAY PRESIDENCY (including the Punjab, 

Rajputana & the Central Provinces) 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free ... . • 236 

(ii) Post Office ... 243 

(iii) General Markings ... • • 244 

4 ALL INDIA MARKINGS 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free . 245 

(ii) Ship Letters . 250 

(iii) General Markings ... 251 

5. EX TERRITORIAL POST OFFICES ... ... 253 
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1. BENGAL 

(a) CALCUTTA. 

li) Post Paid, Post Not Paid Gr Free 
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Cat. No. 

C 3 

RL. 

No. 

HS 

183 

Dates 

1775- 

85 

Colour 

Black. 

Notes 

Despatck 

Value 

s. d. 

£5 

C 2 

182 

1776- 

1330 

Black 

%* 

»«- 

C 3 

184 

1786 

Block 

it 

£5 

C 4* 

52 

1817- 

19 

Black 

n 

60|- 

C 5 

— 

1834 

Black 

Receipt 

751- 

C 6 

101 

1836- 

37 

Black 

u 

751- 

C 7 


1837- 

45 

Red 

Despatch 

1[6 

£ 7a 


1839 

Black 


2|6 

C 8 


1837- 

47 

Black 

« 

2\6 




!' 


m 


IHastroHM 


CALCUTTA 


CALCUTTA 

POSTPAID 



N?1 

CALCUTTA 

CHOVKEE 

FREE 


CAL DAK CBMEY 
W. Wk R&A9.C 


IS 


CALCUTTA 


18V1 JULY 18 


Paid 


CALCUT T A 


1858 JAN 10 


Bearing 

























misr^ 


i 



C 9 

C 9c 


C 10 


C fl 


C 12 


C Id 


C 14 


C 15 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

Dotes 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 
s. <?. 

336 

1339- 

47 

Red 

Despatch 

2(6 

_ 

1844- 

46 

BPock 

"Bearing" 

in lieu of 
"Pefci" 


341 

• 

1839- 

46 ✓ 

Red 


15!- 

399 

5847- 

Retf 

Pi 

15)- 


55 


1847- Block r 

54 


403 10S2- Red 20j- 

53 


1 > 


1862 Block ~ 5|- 


Illustration 

CAL CUT TA 

Paid 



Calcutta' 

S®13 Ma» S3 


FREE 


CALCUTTA 

1852 JAN 19 

WEIGHT TOLA 
"PAID _ 


CALCUTTA 

1QJ1APR 26 

WEIGT TOLA 
“Bearing- 


CALCUTTA 

IB53MAT26 

'WEIGHT T£ 
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misr^ 



C 16 


C 17 


RL. 

No 

H.S. 


Dates 


1861 


Colour Notes 


410 


186$ 


Block 

1 


Receipt 


Stack Despatch 


Value 
s. d. 

nhistrcHM ^ 

7(« 

CAL t P.O. 

Be 

■1 

ANNA 



lfi 


i i 


/ )’ 















Cot. No. 


CS 1 


CS 2 


CS 3 


CS 4* 


CS 5 * 


SML 

He. 

Hs. 


50 


Dotes 


Prior 

to 

1807 


51 


1807- 

36 


CaEoair 


Red 




Red 


1. BENGAL 

<o) CALCUTTA 
(ii) Ship Letters 

Notes Value 

s. d. 


Receipt 70|- 


40 


<SL 


Illustration 


> / 




— 1809 


269 


1816- 

37 


— 1816 - 
19 


144 


1820 - 

21 


Red 


Red 


Block 


Block 


Receipt 


90|- 


Oespactli £7:10 


80j • 


15|- 


NO 2 —J 

mg 


/ 


f KING’S.SEA 

POST' PAID 

CALCUTTA ) 

•n 14*504* g 


ln?P*^ 

Ship D" 


CS 6 


172 








MINIS 



.-<?V 

CS 7 


CS 8 


CS 9 


CS 10 


cs n 


CS 12 


CS IB 


CS 14 


RL. Dates Colour Notes 

No. 

HS 

56 1823- Black Receipt 

54 


1821- Black 
37 


147 1827- Black 

37 

1 


147 1827- Black 

37 


147 1827- Black 

37 


147 1827- Black 

37 


147 1827- Black 

37 


I 

147 1830- Black 

37 


Value Illustration ( 

' ‘ inuTN’L 

Sh ip D ” 

sj _ lnli Pip® 

ShipD 5 


Iml^Ptp* 10 
SKipDS 4 . 
(2? As 14. 

» L aHBSaeanKKaK:i - a 

y?pto-..-6 

SHipiM 

C3) A*-12 


InHPtg^ 

ShipDS- 2 
(4) A? 7 



Inm* 

ShipD°- 

Trt,n*PD? 




















misr^ 



RL. Dates Colour 

No. 

HS 


CS 15 


147 


1839 Blick 


CS 16 


58 1828 - Slack 


i 


cs i? 


59 1834- Black 

40 



CS 18 


60 


1838- Red 
54 


CS ?$ 2^4 

v • *• ^ 


1838- Red 
55 


CS 20 


3181 1838- Red 6r 

50 Pink 


Notes 


Receipt 


26mna. 

Despatch 


39mm. 

Despatch 


39mm. 

Despatch 


Receipt 


despatch 


Value 
s. d. 


so:- 


S!l.:strat:on 


5|- 



8hip FbeE&ga 

Inkid do. 

Ab. 

I Totes 


(CALCUTTA 

G.P.O. 

SHIPLETTER 

13 NO 13 

1029 J 


51- 


CALCUTTA 

G.P.O. 

3HIPLETTER 

11 BE 11 

183 4* 


CALCUTTA! 

GPO 

SHIPLETTER 
13 FEB 19 
•ifi J8 


30|- 


^ 'T 

\SHfPLETm 


1040 Mar 23 




716 


'CALCUTTA 
STEAM LETltRl 


1P40 6 

Paid 



174 


















CS 21 


CS 22 


CS 23 


CS 24 


CS 25 


CS 26 


RL. 

No. 

MS 


388 


Dates 


1837- 

54 


Colour 


Notes 


Black Receipt 


Value 
s. d. 


5j= 


lllustraties 

CALCUTTA 

SHIP LETTER 



l$44^e 12 




337 


1838- 

58 


Blacfe Receipt 


Tt 


CALCUTTA 

STEAMLHTIH 


1846 5 


vB 


en-mrg 


389 


390 


391 




1841- 

54 


1841- 

57 


1841- 

61 


1656- 

61 


Black 


Black 


Red 


Not seen; 

Doubtful 

if Ship 
Letter had 
St. Postage 


Receipt 


despatch 
Doubtful 
Not seen. 


Slack Receipt 


175 


716 


101- 


20 


lOi* 


CALCUTTA 

SHIP LETTER 


1841 vfu^ 2 3 


Si PaoCaujc 

INLJ P 4 ? 


CALCUTTA 
SHIP LETTER 


I63l5«ff Id 


inland B Q 

5h4> D° 

Tdai 


CALCUTTA 

SHIP LETTER 


1842 Jan W 


Paid 



1861 AFL 3 


SteQtnjfe' 

i^aiTD 0 
































MIN/Sr/f^ 



Dotes Colour Notes 


CS 27 


l 843- Red 

5 


Despatch 

or 

Receipt 


CS 28 


6t 1849- Red 

54 


36mm. 

Despatch 



2|6 


CALCUTTA 

GPO 

SHIPLETTSR 

7 AU 7 

1 *8 5 2 J 


CS 29 404 1353 Red Despatch 


CS 30 
CS 30a 


1800 Black Receipt 

1859 Red Despatch 


15!- 


Z|6 

2|6 


CALCUTTA 

GPO 

SHIP LETTER 

free 

E&53 


CALCUTTA 

SHlPLETTER 


I860 JA 16 


176 









CG 1 


CG 2 


! : 

f 

CG 3 


CG 4 


CG 5 


CG 6 


CG 7 


— : - 

-- j 

■ —r—r—;—-c 

n— _ —rr 

-T*----r- 

/ 



( 

a) CALCUTTA 




(iii) 

General Post Office 

RL. 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

No. 




s. d. 

HS 




\ f 


1787 

Black 

Transit 

75|- 




or receipt 




\ 


GEN - 

141 

1788- 

Blank 

Receipt 

75|- 


9 



bear* 

142 

1788- 

Block 

Double 

151- 


1828 


frame Cr 



Illustration 

/ 


<SL 


CPO * BEAR 


Hat i7 f$£ 


segments; 

Receipt 



1791 Black Receipt 75i 


fV IoALatQI 

GPU 


143 1791- 

1818 


263 1 SOS- 

15 


Black Double 

frovne tr 

segments; 

Receipt 


Red Year after 
1809 irt 
MS 

outside. 

Receipt 


263 1854- Rea Receipt 

37 


15: 


4'- 




' i: 










MINIS Tffy 



CG 12 


6& \i 


t& H 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


Dot's 


Colour 


Notes 


Despatch 


#5 


fSIS- 

26 


tied 


Receipt 


1826 - 

36 


Black' 


*45 


* 817- 
37 


Black 


Single 

frame & nd 

segments, 

Receipt 


Single 
frame & nd 
segments. 
Receipt 


Value 
s. d. 


CG 8 


1807- 

12 

Black 

Receipt 

Double 
frame & no 
segments. 

12|6 

CG 9 ' 

185 

1816- 

20 

Red 

Receipt 

30j- 

CG 9c 


1821- 

22 

Red 

Spelling 
altered tc? 
"General". 


cg ta 

Me 

1818- 
37 1 

Black 

Single 
frame & 

Segments.. 

Despatch* 

7|S 

:<? ft 

— 

1820- 

24 

Black 

Two double? 
circles 

5|- 


10 !- 


\ 1\6 


ti|6 


Illustration 





2 array 2 8 

(iO , Ml 

\%i855 J 

V T ^ 




178 





- 






CG 17 


. f 


CCr 1$ 





28 


RL. 

No. 

Dates Colour Holes 

Value 

s. d. 

Illustration f 

HS 

• '' • 1- ' ' ' ' ' 



A ^ 


[ 23MAT2S\ 

_ 

1 824- Re<J Receipt 

10 !- 

L \ 

ffi U 

c«» £? 

^ X -C<* 


25 



CG I 6 — 


57 


CG IS 166 


1825 


1825- 

28 


1825- 

34 


IM8- 

37 


Hi 1- 

37 


Block 


Block 


Red 




fefdck 


Re«J 


Double 

cuter 

single 

inner 

frame. 

Despatch 


Two 

single 

circles. 

Despatch 


Receipt 


Single 

frame 

with 

segments* 

Despatch 


Receipt 


179 






4 - 

^ 1 


) : 


41- 


6i- 


TS 



'CAl CUTTA 


G.P.O. 

13 TSE 13 

1S25 V 



,<PK 

iS’&ro.w 

30MAR30 

1831 














MINI Sr*y 



CG 21 


CG 22 


CG 23 


CG 24 


CG 25 


RL. Dotes Colour 

No. 

HS 


Notes Value 

s. d. 


431 



1837- Red 
53 


Receipt 


3!- 


401 1850- Black Transit 2|* 

58 



1851 Red Receipt ?|6 

i 

/ 


409 1858- Red Despatch 2j- 

64 


1859 Red Despatch 2|- 



ISO 






CX 1 


CX 2 


CX 3 


CX 4 


CX 5 


CX 6* 


CX 6a* 


CX 7* 


CX g 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

180 


264 


264 


385 


Dates 


1775 


180 1776 


181 1777 


_ 1794 


_ 1795 


1816- 

19 


1817- 

19 


1816 - 

19 


1838- 

46 


Va> CALCUTTA 

(iv) General Markings 
Colour Notes 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Block 


Black 


Black 


Red 


Indian 
Bishopmark 
1 8mm. 
one copy 
only known 
Receipt 

1 7mm. 

Two copies 
cnly known. 
Receipt 

20mm. 

One copy 
only known 
Receipt 


Receipt 


"INLD" with 
large "D" 


Receipt 
"INLd" with 
small "D" & 

Segments. 


Receipt 


Despatch 


Value 

s. d. 

£150 


Illustration 


<3L 



£100 




KING S POST* 


£7:10 


C** INL’ D* 



181 

























RL. 

No. 

HS 


Dates 


Colour 


Notes 


6Z 


Value 
s. d. 


CX 9 

385 

1 846- 
54 

Red 

Despatch 

i 


CX 10 

385 

1855- 

56 

Red 

// 

i|- 

cx n 

; 

1838- 

58 

Block 

or blue 

Receipt 

IV. 

CX 12 

318 

1845- 

62 

Red 

Despalcb 

11- 

CX IS 

321 

1845- 

64 

i 

Red 

n 

11- 

CX 14 

397 

1846 

Red 

n 

Feb. to 

Aug. only 

10 - 

CX 15 

318 

1849- 
65 

Red 

Despatch 

i|- 

CX 16 

— 

1850 

Red 

Receipt 

2 :- 

CX IT 

— 

1844- 
52 

Black 

n 

\ 

2 - 

CX IS 

318 

1857- 

65 

Red 

Despatch 

1 '- 

CX 19 

318 

1857- 

65 

Red 

it 

i|* 

CX 20 

318 

1857- 

65 

Red 

it 

i|- 

CX Zl 

— 

1857- 

62 

Black 

Receipt 

1|- 

CX 22 


1857- 

Black 

t* 

i|- 


Illustration 


§L 


lb 

Jwa] 

INDIA 

fi 

HOUSE 

m 1 

INDIA PAID 

1 

;ndia 

PAID ■ 


®l 

flNDIA PAID! 



a? HOUSE 

MS 6 


fINDIA PAID 


INDIA PAID 


fiNOIA PaTdI 


INDIAUNPAID 


INDIA 

UNPAID 


182 












































MIN/Sr^ 



e s 3 


Bg 4 


»!, 5 


Bg 6 


7 


Bg 6 


h $ 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


73 1788- 

1825 


(b> BENGAL PRESIDENCY 
(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid fir Frees 


Dares Colour Notes 


201 1786 Black 


140 1788 Black 


Despatch 
< Ganjam ) 

Despatch 
Applied at 
Ganjam 


Black Despatch 


220 1789 Black 


— 1790 Black 


1799 White 

/ 

on 

black 


1799 Black 


feioefe 

*81 i 


Receipt 


1 805> Black Despatch 


Value 
s. d. 

80 - 

80 - 


50* r 


ILustration 


<SL 


GANIAM 




J um. 1768 


so' 


so - 


751- 


CHITTAGONG 

p&i4. 

CHAS2> 

POST PA® 

BURRAMPOOR 

POSTPAID 


Bhduolcboer 


75: 


»0> 



m 


H 


moorshedarad 

Post Paio * 






183 















MIN/Sr^ 






/ 

j||ot) kp. 

RL. 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 


No. 

HS 




Bg 10 


1809 

White 

Despatch 



on 



i 


black 


Bg 11 

71 

1811- 

Black 

Receipt. 


16 


Capitals 


without 

month 


Bg 12 


72 1811* 

16 


Black Receipt 

Capitals 
with 
month 


Bg 13 


1813 Black Despatch 


Bg 14 


1816- Black 

17 


it 


Bg 15 74 1820- Black 

38 


184 





Id* 











• mNisrff 



Bg 22 


Bg 23 


Bg 24 


Bg 25 


Bg 26 


Bg 27 


Bg. 28 


Bg 29 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


80 


Oates 


1823 


1823- 

31 


> s 


1824- 

37 


Colour Notes 


Value 
s. d. 


Black Despatch 50j- 


I Illustration 



DEENAJ POOR 
W T / 
PO&T PAI0 

m a?. 

OF 


Block „ 15- 

Used at 
Burdwan 


Black Despatch 25,- 


PqST Paid 

$4/WT 

R* A* 



1825- Black 

26 


50- 


1825 Black „ 15;- 

Used at 
Chittagong 


1825- B lack Despatch 50- 

26 


1825 Block „ 40- 


1825 Slack „ 40- 


186 


BAGKERGQNGE 
S *WT. / 
POST PA1£> 
S*R« —A 8 

©F 18 



1PPERAH 



















Dates 


1825 


1826 


1827 


1827 


mi 


nn 

37 


Colour 


\ 


Black 


Black 


White 

on 

black 


Black 


Black 


Wkite 

bn 

black 











MiNisr^ 



Bg 37 


Bg 38 


R L 
No. 
HS 


S3 


Dotes 


1825- 
31 


1825- 
18 


1829- 

32 


Colour Notes 


Block 


Block 


Block 


Despatch 



25|- 


50 |- 



Bg 39 


313 183? 


Purple 


See "All 
India" for 
other towns 


2|6 



Bg 40 


Bg 41 


— 1829 


1830 


Black 


Black 


Despatch 


25|- 


231- 



188 














Miwsr^ 





Bg 43 


Bg 44 


9 45 


Bg 4d 


&g 47 


Bg 41 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

204 


Dates 


1830- 

35 


Colour Notes 


Black Despatch 


Value 

s. d. 


25|- 


Illustration 


PATNA 
IBM® MS 


<SL 


85 


1832- 

35 


1832 


1832- 

33 


Black 


Black 


White 

on 

black 



75| 


> .4 


P ( I* r> v, <3 » 


203 


203 


1833- 

40 


1834 


Red 


BUcIt 




1830 - 

36 


Biaoic 


201 - 


V^ST 


189 















mtST/fy 








RL. 

Dates 

€ clour 

Notes 

7 .) 

No. 



/ 


• HS 




Bg 49 

206 

1835 

Pfock 

Despatch 


Bg 50 

I , 


Bg 51 


Bg 52 


e* 5 s 


Bg 54 


*41 


1835 


1836 


1836 


1837 


1838 


block 


Block 


White 

on 

block 


Red 


fced 


Receipt 


Despatch 
For other 
towns see 
"All India*' 


390 


Value 
s. d. 


20 !- 


25!- 


25j- 


75|- 


15|- 


25|- 























MINIS r/f^ 



Bg 55 


*g 56 


H g 57 


Bg 58 


Bg 59 


I 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


394 


347 


Dotes 


1838 


1838- 

42 


Colour 


Block 


Block 


Notes 


Receipt 
For other 
towns see 
"AH Indio' 


* f o1ue 
s, d. 


2 6 


2|6 


Illustration 


<SL 


BARR4CHP0PE 


1838 


Bearing 



380 


394 


1839 


1846 


Black 


Red 


Despatch 


Despatch 
For other 
towns see 
"AH Bndai' 


35 


2:6 


Sand a 

Full P,. Pj 


IS 


HOOG H LY 


18 Odcixor 


Paid 


1850 


Slack 


Despatch 
The date is 
doubtful as 
it is veiy 
indistinct. 


40 


^ -- 

TIPPERAH 

r 

pff po 

— - - 


Wl 























Cot. No. 


3g. S I 
3g. $ to 

3g. S 2 


Sg. S 3 


(b) BENGAL PRESIDENCY 




(ii) 

Ship Letters 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

Dates 

i /. 

Colour 

Notes 

Volue 

s. d. 

— 

1817 

Purple 

Receipt 

60]- 

> 

1820 

Bla:k 

M 

50|- 

78 

1837- 

57 

Black 

>» 

I 

25|- 


> ✓ 




81 

i 

1822- 

Black 

r. 

40! 


37 


<SL 

Illustration 



•KEDCEKEE 

POSTOfflCE 
fsW LE1T|| 


kedgree 

POST OFFICE 
SHIP LETTER 




192 










I 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


Bg.P 1 

|| 


Bg.P 2 


Bg.P 3 149 


Bg.P 4 77 


\ 


Bg.P 5 21 


Bg.P 6 202 

. \ 


Bg.P 7 78a 

l' 


Dates 


1817 


1817- 

20 


1817- 

34 


1821 


(b) BENGAL PRESIDENCY 
(iii) Post Office 

Colour Notes Value 

s. d. 

Black Receipt 60|- 



Black 


Black 


n 

Dacca P.O. 



Block Receipt 


Chittagong 

Postoffick 

» ii 



} 


193 




MIN/Sr^ 



Bg.P 8 


Bg.P 9 


Bg.P 10 


Bg.P 11 


Bg.P 12 


Bg.P 13 


Bg.P 14 



1825- Black 

28 


1828- Black 

46 


1826- Black 

32 


78a 1828 Black 


82 1828 Black 


1828- Black 

30 


Receipt 
As Bg.P4 
but script 
replaced 
by italics 
andsingle 
frame 


Receipt 


// 


n 


n 


40 i - 


Chittagong 
P^sr Office 

of E% 



194 




• • MtNrsr^ 



RL. 

No. 

HS 


Dates Colour Notes 


205 1832 


• 1 

Black 


Bg.P 16 — 1832 Black 


Bg.P 17 
Bg.P 17a 


86 

86 


1835 Black 

1836- Purple 

37 


Bg.P is — 1836 


White on 
black 


Value 
s. d. 


Receipt 20 - 


201 - 


30!- 

301- 


50- 


Illustration 


SURDAH 

POST OFFICE 


18 



ANSA 

POST OFFICE 



oSt 

hjy r 


Bg.P 19 


1836- 

38 


Black 


Barrack- 

poreP.O. 


20 ;- 


, i 


| B.P.O.j 


r} . v 

Bg.P 20 87 1836- Black Receipt 

37 


40U 


1ERHAMP0RE 

Poet Office. 


Bg.P 21 88 1837 


White on 
black 


50- 


post orricc 



Bg.P 11 — 1837 Black 


19 S 1843- Black 

46 


Dum Dum 
PO. 


2o;- 


10 |- 


1 + 


nsppoi 


Bg.P 23 


Black 












U I 


U 2 


U 3 


U 4 


U 5 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

200 


100 


Dates 


1776 


(C) THE UPPER AND NORTHWEST PROVINCES 
(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid & Free 
Colour Notes 


1811- 

12 


1813 


1817- 

18 


Black 


1802- Black 

3 


Black 


White on 
black 


Black 


Despatch 


Old name 
for 

Allyghur 


Despatch 


Value 
s. d. 


70|- 


50; 


40j- 


40|- 


301- 


<SL 


Illustration 


CULPEE 

CAVMPore 




tLs&t/Bl 



cavn pore 


PPa 


U 6 221 1818 Black 


it 


U 7 


101 1823- Black 

37 


n 


^ $ — 1824- Black 

26 


CflWNPORE 

3 °!- RPA 1 & 



196 
















U 10 79 


1824- 

25 


Block 


li 11 222 


1825 - 

33 


Block 


U 12 


1826 Block 


U 13 104 1826- Black 

34 


1 

u 14 223 1827 fted 


j / / 



1 






misr^ 



R.L. 

No. 

HS 


U 15 223 


U 16 


U 17 

U 17o 


39 


39 


Dates 


1828- 

37 


1827- 

31 


1827- 

29 

1829- 

32 


Colour Notes 


Black Despatch 


Black 


Magenta 

Pink 


Value 
s. d. 


20 


50 - 


40 - 


Illustration 


(St 

fijlj 





ts, 


'St pN 


* (id V 




$ 


U 18 


1828 


Red 


251- 


DEHLI 

PERU 


U 19 


U 20 


U it ilia 


1829 


182$ 


l82$* 

37 


Block 


Black 


Red 


198 


25j- 


25|- 


29u 











R.L. 

No. 

HS 


203 


Dates Colour 


1830- Black 

32 or red 



1831 Block „ 

Applied 
- in two 
strikes 


1831- Black Despatch 

34 


40 1831- Black 

36 


1832 Black 


aiVdISOd 
LANDOUR 



103 1833 Mack 


1831 


(Slack 


1 


ft 


HUTRA 

FREE 


HUTRA 

TREE 


1 


m 




















MIN ISTfiy 



Rl. 

No. 

HS 


Dates 


1833- 

35 


Colour 

/ 


Black 


Notes 


Despatch 


Value 
s. d. 


50;- 


lllustration 

p T pD 


U 30 


u a 


0 32 


U 33 


0 34 


U 3$ 


224 


m 


1833- 

37 


1833- 

37 


1835 


1835- 

35 


1835 


1335 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Slack 


Receipt 


Despotch 


20 - 


25' 


25:- 


25|- 



25|- 


20 :- 





200 














ym 


U 30 


U 40 


h\ “• 


U 41 


R.L. 

No. 

HS 


Dates Colour Notes 

V - • "M ' : V- " ’ 


1836 


1836 


1836 


1836 


1836 


263 


1836 * 


Block Receipt 


Block Receipt 


Black 


Block Despatch 


Black 


Block 



25|- 


201 - 




201 


























U 42 


L' 43 


U 44 


U 4? 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


Dates Colour Notes 


_ 1836 Red Despatch 


313 


1836- 

58 


Red 


y 45 203 1837 Black 


I 46 in 1338 Red 


341 183$ Red 


For other 
towns see 
"All India' 


1837 Red Despatch 


For othef 
towns see 
"All India" 


Despatch 
For other 
towns see 
"All Indio" 


Value 
s. d. 


50|- 


2,6 


20 - 


20;- 


2i6 


15i- 


Illustration 


pspa 


<SL 


GHAZ EEPORE 

\ 

Pad 



ALLAHABAD 


1838 JWE 8 


Paul 



202 

















MIN ISTfiy 



U 49 


U 50 


U 51 


U 52 


U SI 


0 $4 


RL. 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

Illustration IQT 

No. 




s. d 

ol 


HS 


320 


203 


347 


*19 


1846- 
52 


1841 


1842 


1843 


320 1843- 

45 


344 1831 - 

53 


1844 

! i< 


Red 


Red 


Black 


Black 


Red 


Black 


Despatch 


Receipt 
For other 
towns see 
"All India" 


Receipt 


Despatch 
Spelling 
differs 
from U 48 


Red 


Receipt 
For othet 
towns see ■ 
"All India 1 ' 


Despatch 


15!- 


20 - 


2 6 


151- 


i s 


15|- 


26 


DEL HIE 


184*3 AUG 2 


WEIGHT Tola 


PAID 




DELHI 


18 43 JUNE 17 


WEIGHT TO! A 


BEARING 


DELHI 


1843 


WEIGHT TOLA 

PAID 


r 


AGRA 


JAN 2 5 1653 


& 


CCUunc 


AGRA 


.51- .L 


1644 APR 1 


VEIGHt TOU 


PAID 


1 


203 







































misr#,. 



1 1 ' 

y. No. 

RL. 

Dates 

Colour 

Not^s 

Value 
s. d. 

illustration 1 

VSI 

4 / 

No. 







U 55 


HS 


1844 


Black 


Receipt 


15|- 


AGRA 


iflums 23 


WEIGHTTOLA 


REARING 


LJ 


U 56 


403 


1844 


Red 


Pespatch 


/ AGRA 
zoi- (18 44 JAM 7 

\WE1GHTT0I 

v V REE 


U 57 


1845 


Black 


receipt 


30|- 


OYERLAND 


UM BA LILA 


184 


Bearing 


U 58 


1845- 

47 


Black 


151- 


SAHARUMPOOR 


1845 JAN 17 


WEIGHT TOLA 


BEARING 


U 59 


398 1845- Red 

52 


Transit 


U 60 


319 1846- Black Receipt 

51 Spelling 

differs 
from U 51 


U 61 


1849 Black Receipt 


204 


30|- 


MEERUT 


151- 


DELH1E 

1850 FEB 10 

WEIGHT TOLA 

BEARING _. 


CAWNPORE 

184*9 M cro^rnltei* 11 

~BF.ARliiiG 




































MIN isr^ 



RL, Dates 

No. 

HS 


U 62 


352 1852 


U 63 


352 1853 


Colour Notes 


Red Despatch 


Red 


* 


Value 
s. d. 


201 - 


201 - 



I (lustration 



UKBALIA \ 
MAR 28 1855 




J 


)• 


205 








MIN/Sr^ 


(c) THE UPPER AND NORTH WEST PROVINCES 
(ii) Post Office 



Cat. No. 


UP 1 


UP 2 


UP 3 


UP 4 


UP 5 


RL. Dates Colour 

No. 

HS 


202 1816- Black 

32 or pink 


79 1822- Black 

25 

> J 


1824- White 

25 on 

black 


1824- Black 

31 


111 1826- Block 

II 


White 

on 

ted 


Notes 


Receipt 


i 


/» 


»» 


/♦ 

Sometimes 

spelt 

"Goruckpore 


Receipt 


ii 

Merut P.d, 



UP 6 


1851 






} 1 


} 




/ 


) 


207 





MINISr^ 





M 1 


M 2 


M 3 


M 4 


111 


113 


230 


1797- 

1819 


1816- 

23 


1820- 

32 


2. MADRAS 

(a) Madras City 




(i) Post Paid, Post Not Pa d and 

Free 

RL. 

Dales 

Colou. Notes 

Value 

No. 



s. d. 

HS 




110 

1788- 

Block Despatch Always 

i 

o 

CO 

1826 

found with 

to 



month and dote 

30 - 


\ 

impressed elsewhere 



Block 


Black 


Black 


Despatch 

1 


Receipt 


60 - 
to 

40 - 


30 


25!- 


<SL 



OPO 

$22 oa 

ijh 1822 

*g po: 


M 5 


117 


1821- 

23 


Red 


Despatch 


30i- 


TOSTEMd’ 
29AP 29 

1821 


M 6 


M ? 


116 


231 


1822- 

32 


1822- 

35 


Black 


Red 


40 - 


£710 


f / HADRA§ N 
POST FREE 
10FE10 
1822 / 

§ 21 OC 21 £ 

fc. > 


209 






miSTfiy 








r Illy). 

RL. 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

Ar^rrr/ - / 

No. 




s. d. 


HS 





M 8 

231 

1822 

Rod 

Despatch 

£7;i0 


Mfurtratfo® 





L 


4 1 


' 1* 

a w> haw 

!^C£^ 


M 9 

122 

1 826- 
34 

Red 

99 

3 ol¬ 

/MADRAS \ 
/postpaid] 

\ 27 3Y^ J 

V isi® y 



) yi 




y GFO % 
o 21 JA2! > 
O 0 1834 .9° 

^/yv^ 

M 10 

230 

] 833- 
35 

Black 

Rceeipt 

Order of 
words of 

M4 changed 

io'- 







MADRAS 

M 11 

433 

1837 

47 

Red 

Despatch 

2 6 

1838 JAN 2 







P<^ 








M 12 

436 

1838- 

Red 

it 

2 6 

MADRAS 


Paul 


M 13 458 1840- Bj4 

48 


M i4 


1841 filoefc 


/HADRAS \ 

,5 - ". i 


v FREE y 

ii< 

MADRAS 

1844 .Xa.™^ 3 


deaumq 


210 




















I 


MS 2° 


MS 3* 


MS 4 


MS 5 


112 


m 


ns 


Dotes 


1816 


1816- 

19 


1817 - 

19 


1817 
(July to 
October) 


1822- 

37 


Colour 


2. MADRAS 

( o ’ Modros City 
(ii) Ship Letters 

Notes 


Black 


Block 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Used on 
War Ships 


Despatch 


Spelling 

Error 

"Leter" 


Despatch 


Value 
s. 6. 


£12 


-08 


80'- 


£5 


7 6 


<SL 


Illustration 



• 15A.U15 ^ 
«8i0 a 

^ 13AUI3 L‘ 

VlV' 

u> 77^: Q; 


r 


MS 6 


mt 


1619- 

44 


black 


2|6 



211 












miSTfiy 



MS 6a 


MS 7 


MS 9 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


312 


MS S 430 


435 


MS 10 434 


MS 11 *37 


Dates 


1830 


1836- 

44 


1837 


1838- 

55 


1838- 

50 


1839- 

58 


Colour Notes 


Black 


Black 
or red 


Black 


Red 


Red 


Black 


Despatch 


Despatch 


Receipt 


7i6 


Value Illustration / ^ 

/0Tii7{ . >^5 

A^opo'<j\ 
w (• -im «) 

m.,18 so <&/ 

r ■ 1 

10 - 

' HADRAS S 
SHIP LETTER 
POST PAID 
21 JU 21 
v 1839 J 



20;- 

MADRAS 

shipletter 

POST FREE 
21 JAM 21 

183? 


*SHIPLETTEtk 

30|- ( 

i 184*1 May 10 / 

> 

7-6 

V FREEJ 

/MADRAB\ 
STEAM LETTER 


! 1838 Jbun 9 


\FU / 


4iadras‘ 

STEAM LETTER 


9 


NJ 9 ear trtg 


212 



















MS 12 


MS 13 

MS 14 

MS IS 

MS 16 

I 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


Dotes 


Colour 

/ 


Notes 


447 1838- Block Receipt 

61 


440 1841- Block Despatch 

61 Red or 

Green 


Value 

S. d. 


7|6 


Illustration 



MAMAS 

SHIP LETTER 


1 Q 40 S«# IS 


J$ear>Mj 


MADRAS 

SHIPLETTER 

lS5Iy^br 4 

Paid 




439 1841- Block Receipt 

57 Red or 

Green 


443 1850- Block Dc&potch 

59 


446 1858- Black Receipt 

61 Doubtful 

it Ship 
Letter had 
St. Postage 


MADRAS 

SHIPLETTER 


1S4 70d 3 





MADRAS 
SHIPLETTER 
1858 Od IJ 
3* "" 

i*iu jfc 


213 




















^UlSTffy 



MG B 


MG Z* 


MG 3 


MG 4 


MG 5 


MG 6 


MG T 


MG 8 


MG 9 


MG id 


f - 


431 


431 


431 


431 


441 


431 


431 


1819 


1837- 

54 

d s 


1838- 

44 


1837- 

44 


1844- 

53 


1844- 

55 


1851 


1358 


1861 - 

62 


ia) MADRAS CITY 




(fii > General Post Office 


RL. 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 
s. d. 

No. 


i 


HS 




30!- 


1818 

Black 

Receipt 


Black 


Red 


Red 


Red 


Black 


Red 


Red 


Red 


Black 


Open end 


Receipt 
Closed end 


Receipt 


30'- 


3 !- 


31- 


31- 


31- 


II- 


I - 






MADRAS 


G.P.O. 


1854 AU11 



G.Pft 

1858/^30 































MIN/Sr/f^ 



MX 1* 

MX 2* 

MX 3* 

MX 4 81 

MX 5* 

MX 6» 

MX 7 

MX 8 

MX 9 

MX 10 

MX n 


(o) MADRAS CITY 
Uv) General Markings 


<SL 


RL. 

No. 

uc 

Dotes 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 
s. & 

Ulnstrotioii 

ni 

265 

1816- 

Block 

Despatch 

20|« 

(UNPAID) 

19 





— 

> 

1816- 

19 

Black 


2«i- ( POST PAID ) 

268 

1816** 

17 

Block 

it 

20|- 

POSTPAID 

L _ 


1817 

Block 

Receipt 

« KINGS POSTAGE 





KINGS POSTAGE 

271 

1817- 

18 

Block 

n 

£7|)0 

INLAND POSTAGE 

272 

1819 

Block 

»» 

£7 ,,o KINGS POSTAGE 


118 


1819 - 

37 


Block 


101 - 


MADRAo 

7 DEC 7 

1835 


120 


1820 


1823- 

24 


288 183$ 


Black 


Black 


Bed 


Despatch 


Receipt 


Despatch 
Used through- 
•at Presidency 


101 - 


101- 


INDIA 



to]- (POSTPAID 


432 


1838- 

39 


Red 


Despatch 


* 1 - 



215 


















MX 12 


MX 13 


MX 14 


MX IS 


MX 16 


MX IT 


MX IS 


MX 19 


MX 20 


MX 21 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

322 


445 


Oates 


1841- 

65 


1838- 

SI 


1845- 

51 


1856 


1856- 

60 


1856 


1856- 

58 


1857- 

58 


Colour 


Red 


Motes 


Black 
tf blue 


Black 


Black 


Black 


Red 


Red 


Red 


Despatch 

Applied 

throughout 

Presidency 


Receipt 


Value 

s. d. 


5 - 



21 - 



Ri.House 

tje 3* 






i|- 


i|- 


1i- 
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miSTffy 



PM 


PM 2 


PM 3 


PM 4 


PM 5 


PM 6 

PM 6o 

PM 7 

PM 9 


PM 4 


(b> MADRAS PRESIDENCY 




<i> 

Post Paid, Post 

Not Paid & 1 

RL. 

Dotes 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

No. 




s. d. 

HS 


7 



240 

1788 

Block 

* Despatch 

151- 




with vari¬ 





ous town 





names 


240 

1788 

Block 

Despatch 
w.th PM1 

ES 

— 

1816 

Block 

Despatch 

601- 




1 

'• 

241 

1817- 

Block 


60|- 


SI 




— 

1818 

Black 

♦» 

60|- 

242 

1810- 

Mauve 

«> 

60|- 


20 



551- 

242 

1823 

Black 

•• 

243 

1820- 

Black 

♦i 

M|- 


37 

Or rod 



244 

1821- 

Black, 

i* 

1 

2S|- 


37 

red dr 

btua 


l 


1822 

Black 

it 

J0|- 


<SL 


IllustroHon 


0 


POST PAID 
V! ZAG" 

POST FREE 
v VI ZAGAPATj 

7"* 

POSTPAID 

TR1CHIMOPOLY 

s>_pO 

-£xQ 


i 


C ANNANO R E 
POST* PAID 


TANJORE 

POST PAID 



Ml 













PM 10 


PM 11 


PM 12 


PM 13 


PM 14 


PM 15 


PM 16 


PM 17 


fM IS 


PM 19 


PM 20 


PL. 

Ho, 

H3 


245 




, 


247 


247 


E>aites 

Colour 

Notes 

Volue 
s. d. 

1823 

Block 

Despotch 

301- 

1823 

Block 


301- 

1824 

Block 

1 ) 

25|- 

j 




8 825- 
35 

Block 
or blue 

n 

251- 

1825- 

35 

Block 

•» 

25|- 

1826 

Block 

»» 

301- 

1827 

Block 

*» 

301- 

1828 

Red 

)» 

251- 

1828 

Red 

»» 

251- 

1828 

Red 

>* 

25|- 

1829 

Block 


25). 


lllustrotion 



ellicherry 

PO ST PAH D 

R9. As- 



X 




CALICUT 

POST PAID 


"gu n toor 

POST PAID 


R\ 

V 


QUB LON 
POST NOT PAID 


| mount 

I P O 9T NOT PAID 




bellary 

POST FREE 


D 


trichinopol 
POST FREE 



TRICHIN0P0LY 
POSTPAID* 



/'DINDIGUL 

l POST PAID 


c 


NEGA PATAPfY 
POST PAID J 


f MOUNT 

\ POST PAID 




218 






























MIN/Sr^ 



PM 22 


PM 23 




PM 24 


PM 25 


PM 26 


PM 27 




PM 28 

if 

PM 29 

4 

PM 30 

PM 3? 


u 


PM 32 


PM 33 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

243 


243 


243 


243 


Dates Colour Notes 

1830 Red Despatch 

. v. r 

\ 

1830 Red 


243 1830 Red 


247 1831 Black 


1832- 

37 


Red 


_ 1833 Black 


1828 - 

37 


1834- 

37 


Red 


Black 


— 1834 Black 


243 1834 " Black 


243 1834 Red 


243 1834 Red 


243 1834 Purple 


Value 
s. d. 

Wl- 


251- 


*51- 


* 51 - 


251- 


301- 


251- 


501- 


30J- 


251- 


*51- 


25(- 


25[- 


Illustration 


/CHITT OOR 


PCI ST PAID. 


c 


SAL EM 
POST PAID 



PA LAVE RAM 
POST PAID 


PAM.AMCOTTAU 

POST NOT PAID 


/ICUDDAPAHN 
V POST PAID J 

ffTEG APAT AM 1 
LjaPS T F REE y 


BELLARY 

POSTPAID/ 


c 


( 


TELLICHPRRYS 

POST FREE } 


RAMAHP^AMj 

POST FREE ) 



cuddapah 

POST PA.ID 


) 


">0O N AMO LLEE 
V POST PAID 



TA N JOR F 

POST PAID 


/TSOWTAPOOR^ 

(postpai d 


219 









































PM 3* 


PM 35 


PM 36 


PM 37 


PM 3S 


PM 39 

PM 40 


PM 41 


PM 42 


PM 43 


RL. Dotes Colour Notes 

No. 

MS 


243 1834 Red Despatch 


243 1834- Red 

35 


247 1835 Block 


243 1835 Red 


1336 Block 


_ 1836- Block 

37 

244 1836 Red 


244 ? 837 Purple 


341 1838- 

41 


341 1842 Block 


Block t j 

for other 
towns see 
'All Bndro* 


Volue 
s. d. 


Illustration 



25|- 


251- 


25|- 


251- 


C COM BAKONAM 1 

POST PAI 0> ) 

( PALAMCOTTA^) 

V POST PAID / 

MEU01E 1 
POST MOT PAIS) 

/telli'cSerIt^ 
1 POST PAID y 


BELL ART 
POST FREE 

MANGALORE 
POST FREE 


TRJCHIMOPOLY 
POST PAID 


CH I TTOOR 
POSTPAID 



2|<5 


CANMMORE 

Pqu4 _ 


t 


220 



















RL. 

No. 

rtS 

Dates 

Coloar 

Notes 

Value 
s. d. 

347 

1842 

Block 

Receipt 

For other 

towns see 

'All India' 

Z\6 

277 

1842 

\ 

Red 

Despatch 

For other 

towns see 

'All India' 

2|6 


lillu stratum 


i§L 


CANNANORE 

_ 


THCBW0POLT 


1844 Tj> 


IW 


1849 Red 


1856 Black 


t 


Despatch 
For other 
towns see 
All India 9 


Receipt 
For other 
towns see 
"All India' 


1859 Black Receipt 


15|- 


2|6 


*l« 


BELLARY 
FREE. 


BELLARY 


1856Nk>veW*A. & 


ftaa>u- 


*9 


COCHIN 

BEARING 


Ml 
















misr/f y 



M 1 


RL. 

No. 

HS 


(c) HYDERABAD b MYSORt 

Dotes Colour Notes Volue 

s. d. 


1800 Block Despatch £5 


Illustration 


<SL 


POST PABD 

BAMGALOME 


H 2 


_ 1804 Black 


£5 


Post Paid 

^eriMapatai 


H 3 


> s 

1804- Black 
23 


£5 


PostFrex 
.Seringapatan, 


H 4 


H 5 


II817 Block 


1819- Block 
25 


40|- 


30!- 


( POST PAID \ 

xhyderabad/ 

Post Pai^ 

Banoalore> 


H 6 

H 6a 

H 7 


244 

244 

244 


1821- 

30 

1827- 

37 


Block 


Blue 


1821- Pink 
37 


251- 

251- 

25|- 


hyderabad 

POSTPAID 


PERIYAPATAM 

post PAID 


222 














H 10 


H H 


H 12 


H 13 


H )4 


H IS 


H 16 


H 


RL. 

Dotes 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

No. 




s. d. 

HS 





243 

1827- 

Black 

Despatch 

25|- 


37 

or red 




V 





1826 

Black 

\ 


25(- 

130 

1828 

Black 

" 

30|- 

131 

1830 

Red 

» 

1 

50)- 

243 

1831 

Moure 

•• 

W|- 

203 

1832- 

Black 

M 

20|- 


34 

red or 

blue 



— 

1835 

Black 

»• 

25’* 

— 

1835 

Black 

•• 

35|- 

— 

1836 

Black 

M 

30|- 


tdl<5 

Purple* 

It 

l 

SOI- 


Illustration 


0 


bangalore 

POST PAID 


<SL 


bangalore 

POST NOT PAID 



BANGALORE^) 


y*»K'T' v t-D5 


HURRYHUR 
POST PAI 


D 



OOTACAM, 

POST NOT PA 


C 


MUDDEKERRAV> 
POST FREE 


UNO I 
*A ID I 

5 


r 


PERRIAPATAM 
POST FREE 


cJL C (j 

'PQ3t7^ 

^PAID^ 


m 























MIN/Sr^ 



H 20 


H 21 


H 22 


H 23 


* 24 


433 1838 Red 

For other 
towns see 
'All Indio' 


341 1847- Wool 

53 


445 1848 Bloch Despatch 


1848 Hock 


1*55 M 


2j6 

BANGALORE 

1855 MAY 15 

PolA 

/secunderabmX 

r 1R50 bia^hu lb] 

1|- 

FREE / 

\A 

4t/ 18 48 > 

V^y 

2 6 

BANGALORE 

BEARING 



224 













3 BOMBAY 

(o ) Bombay City 

(i) Post Paid, Post Not Paid Sr Free 


<SL 


Cot. No. 

RL 

No. 

HS 

Dotes 

Colour 

Notes 

Votue 
s. <f. 

r>' 

B 1 

— 

1800 

Block 

Despatch 

50|- 

B 2 

T 

1805- 

6 

Block 

- 

501- 

B 3 

2 

1812- 

13 

Black 

,» * 

1 

o 

i B 4 

160 

1815 

Black 

- 

35 - 


fc 5 

4 

1821- 

37 

Block 
or Red 

»» 

30|- 

& 6 

5 

1824- 

Red 

t» 

25)- 


25 


Illustration 


V ! 


POST PAID\ 
BOMBAY 



fB.BAYPOSTPAlD) 
BOMBAY POSTPAID 


P03BPAIDN 

10AP10 
1624 



l» 7 


£ 1&24- Red 

25 


25- 




ml 

o: 


UjI 


n- 


i 


225 







3 9 


S 10 


0 11 


& 1$ 


H 14 


RL. Dotes Colour Notes 

No. 

HS 


8 1826- Black Recepl 

27 


9 1829- B’ack 

34 or 

Brov/r» 


1831 Red Despatch 


1834 Sldofc RedeJpt 


1#36 Bioefe u 


1835- Red despatch 

36 


18^4- g'cjck Receipt 

37 



BOMBAY 
POST N^PAID 


226 




B 15 


B 16 


B 17 


A 


b ta 


B 19 


RL 

No. 

HS 


Oates Colour Notes 


341 


342 


1836- Red 

37 r 


1838- 

52 


1837- 

54 


1838- 

47 


Red 


1838 Block 


Black 


Despatch 


Receipt 

1 


Red Despatch 


Value 
s. d. 


20 - 


15 - 


2 6 


Illustration 


<SL 



BOMBAY 


1847 Jum. 28 


2|6 


BOMBAY 


16*7 Jkfr 30 

Feud 


e 20 









352 


1852- 

53 


Red 


1852- Red 

59 


20 - 


BOMBAY 

1953 Apr 4 


SERVICE 


,0M 



227 


I 

























8 23 


B 24 


B 25 


B 26 


3 27 


B 28 


B 29 


£ 3d 


63 


RL. 

No. 

HS 

Dates 

Coloui 

Notes 

Value 
s. d. 

359 

i 

1852 

Black 
or red 

Receipt 

151- 

359 

1 860- 

67 

Black 


1 

15|- 

359 

1860- 

67 

Black 

i 

151- 

359 

1860- 

67 

Black 

99 

15!- 

359 

1860- 

67 

Black 

-* 

151- 

359 

1860- 

67 

Black 

f * 

151- 

359 

1860- 

67 

Black 

»» 

15!- 

359 

1860- 
67 

Slack 

H 

15|- 

360 

1 • 

1662- 

Black 

Dcspdf<& 

1 

SI- 


illustration 


BOMB 

»J3k 



l^yias 


BOM BAY 

m Aru-na^ 


BOMBAY 

Bavuwg , 


Annas 


BOMB AV 
'Vi^i 4 * U 


,nrm6 


BOM BAY 

Bexu^ ^ \hrvwS 


BOMBAY 
ajGl Anna* 


BOMBAY 

«=~afBk 


nnem 
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10 31 


S 32 


33 


B 34 


B 35 


RL. 

E>ates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

No. 




s. d. 

HS 






6 862- 

Block 

Receipt 

7|6 


66 





\ 




362 

1866 

Block 

ii 

7|6 

362 

1866 

Block 


7|6 

1 






362 

1866 

Block 

» 

7|s 




1 





- 

» , 

362 

1866 

Black 


7|6 


Illustration! 


BOMBAY 
28 OCT 1862 



BOKBAY 

Bi :2 


BOMBAY 

B 2 '■ 4 06 




BOMBAY 

B$ • G db 


BOMBAY 

B* : 12 05 




















NIIN/Sr^ 



Cat. No. 


BS I* 


BS 2 


BS 3 


BS 4 


BS 5 


BS 6 


BS 7 


RL. Dates 

Nc. 

HS 

3 1815- 

17 


— 1817 


84 


345 


1831- 

47 


1837- 

50 


3 BOMBAY 

(a) Bombay City 
(ii) Ship Letters 


<SL 


Colour Notes 


Black Despatch 


Black 


1831 Black ,, 


Bed 


( _ 1836- Black Receipt 

37 


1837 Black 


Black 


Value 
s. d. 


Illustration 


. 01 - ( 8 BAY SHIP P • E NOT PAIR ) 


80-• 


-40J- 


30i- 


40!- 


201 - 


SI- 


^ 7 0C7 wa 



BEARING 
STEAMER 
POSTAGE 
BOMBAY 


BOMBAY 

SHrPLETTER 


1830 ,r an 






230 












B9 


BS 10 


BS 1?. 


BS 15 


BS 14 


R L. 

No. 

HS 


10 


Dares 


■l 


1 838- 
54 


344 1839- 

56 


316 


346 


1839- 

53 


1844- 

53 


1847 


1 850- 
58 


361 1865 


Colour Nctcs 


Red Despatch 


E.ack Receipt 


Red 


Black 


B*ack 


Red Despatch 


ISIock Receipt 


Value 
s. d. 


5- 


tllust. ation 



BOHBAT 
G. P.CK 
SKIP LETTER 
1 OC 1 


5- 


bOMMf 
STEAM LOT® 


1839 S 


io- 


Steam Postage 
INLAND D° 
TOTAL 


i0- 


20 - 


BOMBAY 

DE13 IS4-4 
STtl-POSTAGE 
1NLD- DO 

BOMBAY 

TE1S 1847 

SHIPPGSTAGE 
INID DO - 


SI- 



7 6 


BOMBAY 
SHIP LETTER 
POSTAGE DUEIA 


; J 


J 1 


231 


























MINl$r,|y 



8G 9 


«G 2 


BG 3 


S<S 4 


BG 5 


R L. Dotes 

No. 

US < 


7 1824- 

27 


1844 

y ✓ 


1847- 

58 


848 1650- 

54 


1858 


(a) BOMBAY C4TY 
{Hi) Geneva! Post- Office 
Colour Motes 


Black Receipt 


Bdack 



Black 
Cc blue 


»!- 


0 *^o 
O JT. 7 C 
19*7 


Bltttfc 


Blue 


i!- 


©*»w 

S) IX 

# 1850 * 

6pO 

esE* *0 

(& 4858 b 


iMr 


332 





MINIS 



' 


BX 1 


BX 2 


(a) BOMBAY CITY 



i 

(iv) 

General Markings 


R L. 

Dales 

Colour 

Note; 

Value 

No. 




s. d. 

HS 





340 

1837- 

Black 

Despatch 

101- 


38 




\ 





343 

1838- 

Red 

>1 

if- 


56 

) 




<SL 


Illustration 


INDIA 


BX 3 


343 


1840- 

56 


Red or 

Pink 

Shade? 


INDIA 


BX 4 


BX 5 


3X 6 


BX 1 


ex 8 


BX 9 


BX 10 


BX M 


321 


354 


318 


318 


1845- 

64 


1851- 

67 


Rod 


BJad Receipt 


ii- 


i . - 


1853- 

54 

Red 

Despatch 

1T- 

1857- 

65 

Red 

M 

11- 

1857- 
62 

Black 
or b!ue 

Receipl 

1 - 




\ 

1857- 

62 

8tad 

. „ 

ii- 

1857 

Blad 

•> i 

«[- 

*857- 

61 

Black 

m 

IN 


IND IA 
PAID 


®, MA17K 



_ 

IlNDIA PAID 



INDIAUNPATD 


INDIA 

UNPAID 



INDIAUNPAIO 





















WIN/Sr/jy 



BX !2o 


KX 12b 


BX 12c 


BX 12d 


BX 12c 


BX 12# 


1 


BX I2g 


RL. 

Ho. 

HS 

323 




1668 - block 

71 


1869 


Type 2 


20 |. 


201 - 




»X 12h 


block 


Type 3 


R L. Dates 

No. 

H5 

356 1858 


\ 


v 


1858 


358 I860 


Colour Notes 


Black Receipt 







\ 




y 


* l 


\ 


/ 














MINIS?*,, 



Cat. Nc. 


' PL ! 


PL 2 


pr $ 


PB 4 


PB 5 


PB 6 


RL. 

HS 

No. 


20 

f , 


24 


203 


22 


vb) BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 

(INCLUDING THE PUNJAB, RAJPUTANA & CENTRAL PROVINCES) 

(i) Post Paid, Post No? Poid & Free 
Dotes . Colour Notes Value Illustration 







1825 Block 



236 






MIN/Sr*y 



j>B 7 


5 IB 8 


RJ,. Dates Colour Notes 

No. 

H$ 


246 1826- Black Despatch 

37 l 


1826- 

37 


) 

Black 


Value 
s. d. 


35) 


35! 


Illustration 


Q 


KURNA 
POST PAID 


ft 




LODIANAH 
POST PAID 


S B 9 


23 1827 Re3 


»i- 


•©ONAIT 
POST FREE 
3 OC 102ft 


PB 10 


PE 11 
PB 11 a 


— 1829 Block 


— 1829 Purple 

c*. 1336- Block 

37 


40- 


CAMP JAL MAH 
POST F REE 



BELGAUM 

POSTPAID 


m n 


Pb ii 


41 


m 


1830- 

37 


1830- 

37 


Black¬ 
er red 


Black 


Receipt 

i 


20\ 


M|- 



lit 



















P8 16 


25 D SB 1 . Block 


351 - 


?P 17 


1832 Red „ .35]- 


PB 18 


27 1832 White 

on block 


75|- 


PB 19 


28 1833- Red 

47 


35|- 


llhjstrof ion 



KAMPT 
POST FREE 





238 






PB 20 



PB 22 


PB 23 


PS 24 




P& 25? 


R L. 
No. 
HS 


347 


Dates Colour Notes 

y ' ,{•, • 

1835 Block Despatch 

1 


1835- 

52 


1835- 

36 


1836- 

38 


1336 


Block 


Red 


Black 


For other 
towns see 
'All Indio 4 


Block Receipt 


iSj6* Black despatch 

37 


Value 
s, d. 


2Sj- 


40j- 


251- 


2,6 


25|- 


10J- 


' I 


Illustration 


SOBATHOO 
POST PAID 
IS 


& EL. GAUM 

POST FREE 



KAMPTEE 
POST PAID 




o 


f>6 26 


1 *33- 

37 


Red 


m 


te|- 


PO 

post ?\m 

13 m 13 

1857 
















MIN/Sr^ 



Colour Notes 


Block Receipt 


PC 28 


1836- 

37 


Red 


Despatch 


PC 29 


1830- 

37 


8)ock 


PB 30 


313 1828 


Purple 


For other 
towns see 
'ABB Indio' 


PB 31 


217 1838 Red 


Despatch 
For other 
towns see 
'All Indio' 


PB 32 


1840 Purple Despatch 

Note the 
non-serif 
letter* 



2)6 


NUSSERABAD 

1838 MAY 10 

Paid 



240 


« 












NUN ISTfy 



R L. 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 


No. 

HS 

1829- 

White 

Despatch 



43 

on 

(Gwalior) 


block 


Value 
s. d. 


£5 


IIIusj-, ation 



PB 34 


PB 35 


PB 36 


H 37 


^ 38 


3$ 


— 1844 


1846- 

47 


— 1850 


1850 


349 1851 


1851 


Red 


Red 


Block 


Red 


&lacik 


Red 


Despatch 
For other 
towns see 
'All India' 


Receipt 


Despatch 


Receipt 


Despatch 
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15 |- 



151- 


VAZERABAD 


l8Se MAY 


WEIGHT TOLA 


BEARING 


20 |- 


20 |- 



20 ]- 


v- tf* 

^I8AU5I, j 

^A IP / 


















PS 40 


PB 41 


PB 42 


PS 43 


PB 44 


PS 4$ 


PB 46 


R L. Dates Colour Notes 

No. 

HS 


1851 Black Despatch 


i 


1851 Black 




352 1852 Red Receipt 


18S2 Red despatch 


1S53 Red 


*1 


I I 

1853 Red * 


394 i8$4 Slack Receipt 

For other 
towns see 
'All tndiG 




2i6 


FEROZEPORE 
3 OCT lass 

Pali 


216 


JAUINAH 


1834 


■Bearing 
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Cat. No. 


PB G1 


PB 62 


PB 63 


PB 64 


) 


R L. 
No. 
HS 


Dates 


1823- 

32 


~~ 1829 


1831- 

42 


(b) BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
(ii) Post Office 

Colour Notes 


Black 
or red 


Black 


Black 


Despatch 


Receipt 


it 

Loodiana 

P.O. 


<SL 


Value 
s. d. 


Illustration 
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MIN/Sr/jy 



PBX ? 


PBX 2 


PBX 3 


(b) BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
(Hi) General Markings 


R L. 

No. 

HS 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

s. d. 

— 

1851 

Black 

Receipt 

Fore¬ 

£5 




runner 

of the 

Scinde 

Dawk 



1851 

Red 

Receipt 

M- 


— 1853 Purple 


ii- 


<SL 


Illustration 






LAHORE 


21 OCT 1853 


1AHORE 


22 FEB 1853 


PBX 4 


i sai- 
ss 


Block 




FIRSTDEin 

AJMERE 

NOV22, 


J 


i i 
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4. ALL INDIA MARKINGS 


. ) » 

(i) Post Paid, Bearing and Free 

The despatch marks Types 1 to 6 were universally used with the introduction of the 
Post Office Act, 1837 (Appendix R). The designs of the stamps are provided for in 

the Rules for Stamping Letters as follows: 

\ 

V 

Rule 3. 

„ 4. 

„ 5. 


"Free" 

"Paid" 

"Bearing" 


(Types 3 
(Types 1 
(Types 2 


and 6) 
and 4) 
and 5) 


Generally, Types 1,3, 4 and 6 are found in red ink and Types 2 and 5 in black, in 
accordance with the same rules of the Post Office, but a variety will be found in many 
different colours. Shades of blue, pink, orange, yellow, purple and brown are not uncom¬ 
mon, but sometimes the "paid" and "free" stamps are in black and "bearing" stamps in 
red; obviously, in most of these cases, the post office clerk has erroneously used the 
wrong ink pad. 

Certain variations are also found in the spelling of the names of the towns; Lucknow, 
with a "c" in some and no "c" in others, Pondicherry sometimes w*th one "r" and others 
with two, are typical examples, and as there arc numerous variations, only the more usual 
spelling has been recorded. 


Types 1, 2 and 3 were used at Stations which were not suppl : ed (see Post Office Rule 
tor Stamping 1 ) with slide stamps and were used mainly on letters involving internaftransit 
only. Types 4, 5 and 6 indicate the provision of slide stamps and on external mail these 
types have usually been adopted, although they are found on many letters of internal tranr.r 
only. In those cases where both slide and non-slide stamps are recorded as being in use. 
apart from the reasons stated above, the introduction of the si de type was probably mad 2 
as soon as it and a set of months and figures could be provided and the "non-slide" type 
was introduced first as the more readily made locally. In cases where the "non-slide" 
stamps were introduced after the "slide" stamps, the explanation probably Tes in the need 
for extra stamps to cope with the volume of mail, and the delay involved in supplyinc 
"slide" type when the other form could be speedily manufactured. 


The names of Post Offices with known dates of use in each case are listed hereafter, 
but these are obviously incomplete and further research will produce many additions and 
amendments. Generally, the dates for all post offices should cover the entire period of 
1837 to 1854, and in some cases an even earlier period, exceptions being of course of a 
lute opening or earlier closing of o particular Post Office. 
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Type 3 


Bengal Circle 


Calcutta 

1839-47 

Allyghur 

1838 

Augurparah 

1840 

Bancocrah 

1838 

Bare ly 

1840 

Bhagulpore 

1839 

Buxar 

1842 

Dum Dum 

1843-47 

Ghazeepore 

1842-58 

Goalparah 

1838-9 

Gorruckpore 

1837-53 

Hazareebagh 

1839 

Joyenagore 

1850 

Jumalpore 

1837 

Meerut 

1837-39 

Monghyr 

1829-43 

Mymensing 

1839 

Pubna 

1843 

Sippree 

1844 


T0VWAP1E 

Ftdd _ 

Madras Circle 


Madras 

1838-47 

Arcot 

1844 

Calicut 

1843 

Cannanore 

1839 

Chittoor 

1853 

Cochin 

1850-59 

Ccmbaconam 

1847 

Conjeveram 

1840 

Cuddalore 

1841 

Dindigui 

1840 

Gooty 

1839 

Lingoosoogoor 

1856-57 

Mecara 

1839 

Negapatam 

1842-47 

Palamcoltah 

1838-49 

Palghaut 

1853 

Tellcherry 

1839-58 


Value 
s. d. 

2|6 


I 

. Bombay Circle 


Ahmedabad 

1 842 

Ahmedabad ) 

1849 

Cantonment j 

Bhawndy 

1838 

Gwal.or 

1837 

Hcshungabad 

1838 

Jaulnah 

1840 

Jubbulpore 

1838 

Lodiana 

1838-44 

Mhow 

1838 

Mulligaum 

1844 

Nassick 

1856 

Neemuch 

1838-39 

Sagor 

1838 

Sholapore 

1837-43 




Ex-Terr'torial 


A! mo rah 

Karikal 

Mahe 

Pondichery 

Tranqueba. 


1838-40 

1843 

1844-54 

1842 

1845 
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MINIS T/ty 



TOVN NAME 


jBeasrc^ 


Value 
s. d. 

2|6 


Bengal Circle 


Allyghur 

I 837* 

Bandel 

1834-39 

Commercolly 

1840 

Culnah 

1839 

Dum Dum 

1838-40 

Ghazeepore 

1838 

Meeruf 

1840-43 

Muttra 

1842 

Mynpoory 

1839 


Madras Circle 


Bangalore 

1848-58 

Bellary 

1856 

Cannanore 

1842 

Cochin 

1859 

Cuddalore 

1845 

Madura 

1838-39 

Mysore 

1853 

Palamcottah 

1838 

Scringapatam 

1848-55 

Tanjore 

1848 

Trichinopoly 

1857 


Bombay Circle 


Bombay 

1838 

Broach 

1848 

Kirkee 

1838 

Loodicna 

1839-40 

Mahableshwar 

1838 

Nagpore 

1848 

Panwell 

1838 

Sagor 

1836-38 

Sholapore 

1838 



Type 3 


Bengal Circle 



1 i 


Value 
s. d. 

15 6 


Madras Circle 


Bombay Circle 


Madras 

1846 

Ahmedabad | 

1854 

Bellary 

1849 

Contonment ) 

Cochin 

1850 

Loodiana 

1844 

Combaconam 

1844 

Mahableshwar 

1853 

Coonoor 

1844 

Sabatoo 

1846-47 

Cuddapah 

1840 

Sholapore 

1843 

Gooty 

1839 



Hurryhur 

1840 



Kotehghery 

1841-44 



Kurnool 

1840 



Madura 

1837 



Negapatam 

1841-42 



Oosoor 

1843 



Quilon 

1840 



Seringapatam 

1839 



Wallajabad 

1845 





TOWN MAME 


FREE 
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miSTfiy 



Type 4 


TOWN NAME 


DATE 


Pcud 


Bengal Circle 


Madras Circle 


Bombay Circle 

Calcutta 

1837-45 

Madras 

1838-47 

Bombay 

Agra 

1840-49 

Bangalore 

1836-55 

Belgaum 

Allahabad 

3836-51 

Bellary 

1846 

Fcrozepore 

Barrackpore 

1825-39 

Hydrabad 

1851 

Jaulnah 

Benares 

1841 

Masulipatam 

1850 

Kurnal 

Benares St a y ^ 

1847 

Ootacamund 

1839-44 

Lahore 

Cawn pore 

1838-43 

Quilon 

1849-57 

Loodiana 

Cuttack 

1838 

St. Tho. Mount 

1845 

Nagpore 

Dacca 

1854 

Secunderabad 

1838-50 

Nusserabad 

Darjeeling 

1854 

Trichinopoly 

1842 

Poonah 

Delhi 

1839-42 



Sholapore 

Delhie Receiving 
House 

? 



Mmritsar 

Dinapore 

1839-42 




Gorruckpore 

1852 




Hooghly 

1846 




Mir*4pore 

1838-50 




Nuddea 

1842 




Simlah 

1838 




Tirhoot 

1838-39 





tx-Territorial 


Almorah 

1847 

Damaan 

1853-54 

Luknov/ 

1844-49 

Pondichery 

1845-54 

Tranquebar 

1852 



26 


1838-47 

1842-57 

1842 

1851 

1837-40 

1849-50 

1837- 51 
1840 

1838- 46 
1847-54 
1849 
1853 
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MIN/Sr^ 



TOVK SAME 


BATE 


Daari 




F.x-Territorial 


Luknow 


Value 
s. <5. 

2’,6 


Bengal Circle 


Madras Circle 


Bombay Circle 


Calcutta 

1838-59 

Madras 

1841 

Bombay 

1837-57 

Agra 

1842-53 

Bellary 

1856 

Belgoum 

1851-58 

Allyghur 

1853 

Palamcottah 

1840 

Feroxepore 

1842 

Barrackpore 

1838 

Salem 

1853 

Hoshiapore 

1848 

Benares 

1839-40 

Trjchnopoly 

1853 

Jaulnah 

1854 

Cawnpore 

1837-51 

Trivandrum 

1851 

Kurnal 

1842-45 

Delhi 

1841-45 

- 


Nusserabad 

1838 

Dclhie 

1829 


T 

Pconah 

1856 

Dinapore 

1839 

t 


• > 


Goalparah 

1839 

■ 


1 \ * 


Mirzapore 

1838-39 



, 1 , 


Tirhoot 

1839 






<SL 


1845 


Type 6 


Bengal Circle 

Calcutta 
Dinaporc 
Dum Dum 
Ghaxeepore 
Simlah 


1839-46 

1837 

1844 

1839 

1850 



Madras 

Bangalore 

Bellary 

Hydrabad 

Mangalore 

Mosul patcm 

Ootacamund 

Palamco'tah 

St. Tho. Mount 

Secunderabad 
Tr'chinopoly 
Velio e 


1840-45 

1843-53 

1849 

1853 

1838 

1838-53 

1838-41 

1838-41 

1843-47 

1847-53 

1847 

1838 


Bombay Circle 

Bombay 

Kamptee 

Lood.ano 


Value 
s. d. 

15 0 


1838-52 

1840-51 

1840-44 
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4. ALL INDIA MARKINGS 

(ii) Ship Letters 


Cat. No. 

R.L. 

No. 

HS 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

s. d. 

1 

GS 1 

' • i 

317 

1 836-. 

40 

Red 

Used on 
Warships 

£6 





« 

/ 

GS 2 

314 

1837 

Red 


£5 







I 
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4 . ALL INDIA MARKINGS 





< iii > General 


R L. 

No. 

HS 

Dates 

Colour 

Notes 

Value 

s. d. 

260 

1788 

Black 

Despatch 
Calcutta (?) 

751- 





-v 1 

— 

1788 

Black 

Despatch 
Calculta (?) 

751- p 0 

— 

1789 

Black 

Despatch 

75!- 

— 

1791 

Black 

•• 

50 - 

— 

1802 

Black 

I •* 

80 - 

262 

1807- 

23 

Black 

•• 

1 

20 - 

273 

1820- 

21 

Black 

»» 

10 - 

> 

274 

1823- 

41 

Red 


2 * i ‘ 

274 

1823- 

53 

Black 

»♦ 

2 - 

274 

1823- 

24 

* 

1826- 

32 

Red 

•> 

2 - 

274 

Red 

1 

2!- 


275 

1832 

Black 

it 

Used with 
"Post Free' 

* 

£5 

276 

1 832- 

Slack 1 

Despatch 

20 - 


<SL 

Illustration 


GRO. 

Pof t pa 

Jan 

1766 


:p0STpaiD;SEp. 

GPO POSTP&ia 

be n 1759 

1 . 

Post riotPa.id 

<|05TFJReg) 

1 POST FREE I 


POST NOT PAID 


Fife 


AM 


(am ) 

PM 


GOV.GENTO 

of IBS 



/1 
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mtSTftr 



RL. 

No. 

S. N. TT F-F5~3Pr* y j. / 

— x // 

HS 

3 14 

— 


S 15 


G 16 


G 17 

G 18 

G 19 

3 20 

G 21 

G 22 


1834 


274 1847 


1 848- 
58 


— 1851- 

53 

— 1857 


1858 


1876- 

85 


Cofour Notes 


Black De parch 


274 1838- Red 

40 


Black 


Red Rece'pt 


Black 


Black 


Black 


1876 Black Transit 


Black Rece : pt 


Value 
s. d. 

101- 


21 - 


21 - 


2|- 

2 |- 


Illustration 


« 


Post not Fd id 


Sl 



AM 




BEARING 


(TOO LATE) 


INSUFFICIENT 


21 - 


21 - 



UN PAI Oi 
SORTING 



POSTAGE DUE 

I 

ANNA 


























* 


X 1 


X 2 


X 3 


X 4 


5 EX-TERRITORIAL POST OFFICES 


R L. Dates 

No. 

HS 


Colour Notes 


AGRA 

(Entered British India in 1835) 

500 1823- Black Derpatch 


36 


501 1828 


1835- 


— 1837 


Red 


Double frame 


Receipt 


Block De-patch 


Value 
s. d. 


30 - 


25!- 


50 ,- 


Illustration 


<SL 


AGRA 


POSTPAID 


Black Single frame 25|- 


“AGRA” 
POST OFFICE 
(Unseen) 


AGRA 


FREE 


/ 


AGRA 


POSTPAID 


X 7 


X 8 


X 9 


X 10 


ALMORA 

502 1828 Black 


313 1838 


313 1840 


310 1847 


Despatch 


Red 

Magento 


Red 


35|- 

2'6 

2[6 


26 


ALMORA P.0. 

BT p. 


ALM0RAH 

Paid 


ALMORAH 


184 


PAID 


X 14 


damaaH 

(Portuguese Territory 


1853- 

54 


Mauve De:pafch 


1 6 


DAMAAM 


1853 MAY I 


Paid. 
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mtSTfiy 



X 17 


R.L. Dates Colour Notes Value 

No. s * 

HS 

KARIKAL 
(French Territory) 

_ 1843 Red Detpatch 2 6 


Illustration 



X 20 


MAHE 

(French Territory) 

1844- Red Deipatch 

54 


2|6 


MAKE 

Pali 



X 23 

X 23a 


X 24 


X 25 


X 26 


LUCKNOW 

(Cntared British Ind'a in 1856) 

503 1809- Block De; patch 

35 

503 1838 Red 




40|- 


LUCKNOW 




401- 


POSTPAID 


310 1844 


Red 


a 

Old spelling 


395 1844- Blue 

45 


"R" tj "O" 

Raj Oudb 


194 1845 


Btdclc Despatch 

Old 

spelling 


1\6 


1\6 


LUKNOW' 


immn 

PAID _ 

“POST OFFICE'' 
LUCKNOW 
R & O 
(Unseen) 


LU KNOW 


18*5 AFB 30 

BEARING 


264 

















R L. 

Dates 

Colour Notes 

Value 

Illustration 1 

No. 


s. d. 

j i 


HS 

l 

Green 

| 

“POST OFFICE” 

396 

1846 

20 - 

LUCKNOW 


\ 


y 

\ { ) 

(Unseen) 



1 

i < 

m 




18 

504 

1849 

Black De:patch 

40!- 

Post Paid 9 



or red 

| 





* 1 

LUCKNOVl 




2 6 

18 49 

310 

1849 

Red ,♦ 


PAID 


LOODIANAH 

(Under British Administration from 1836) 
505 1835 Black Do patch 


PATNA 

(Entered British India in I8ld) 

506 1797 Black Despatch 


40|.. 




_ 

1 PATNA 

BG PE 


PONDICHERRY 

(French Territory) 

1794- Black 

1818 


derpd'4ih 


60 ! * \ 


e-Jf' 

V 7* *5 
*8* 


«* 1854 


Red 


1|6 


POK DICHERRY 


Paid 


255 


f 


I 


























misTfy 



X 42 


X 45 


X 48 


R L. 
No. 
HS 


Dates 


Colour Notes 


SERAMPORE 

(Danish Settlement upto 1845) 

Black Rece'pt 


— 1826- 
32 


1 / 

SYLHET 

(Assam entered British Ind.a in 1826) 

— 1807- Black Rece'pt 

31 

TANJORE 

(Entered Brtish India in 1799) 

507 ) 1796- Black De patch 

97 


Value 
s. d. 


40 1— 


40!- 


751- 


Illustration 


SERAMPORE 

POST OFFICE 


% 



Tanjore 


TRANQUEBAR 

(Danish Settlement which passed to British hands in >845) 


X 50 


508 


1797- 

1817 


Black Despatch 


75|- 


fosT.Paii' 

TRAM' 


X 51 
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Red 


30|- 


TRANOUE BAR 
v POST PAID 
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